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Au   KiisHsh  Agricultural-Poultry 
Show. 

Kditorial  Correspondence. 

Au  agricultural  ^bo^v  in  June  seems  some- 
wh.tl  of  a  novelty  to  an  American,  and  my 
rirst  tbouirbt,  on  learning  that  the  Koyal 
Counties  show  was  "on"  at  IJeading,  was, 
••  Why,  there  can't  be  much  in  the  way  of 
asiricultural  products  to  show  now,"  and, 
indeeiI,so  it  i)roved;  the  show  was  of  sto<.-k 
I  horses,  liiills,  cows,  heifers,  etc.),  and  agri- 
cultunil  implements  and  appliances  chiefly. 
Neither  would  one  expect  to  find  poultry  in 
_-ood  show  condition  in  June,  just  at  the  end 
of  the  lirceding  s€as<in ;  indeed,  several 
l-rccders  and  exhibitors  with  whom  I  talked 
there  airreed  that  it  was  decidedly  dilficult  to 
plan  for  exhibiting  in  June,  especially  as 
entries  have  to  be  made  some  time  before,  and 
■inls  that  are  in  good  shape  in  31ay  will  have 
••  gone  all  to  pieces  "  l^efore  the  show  date. 

The  grounds  at  Heading  were  particularly 
ittractive  and  pleasing,  many  fine  old  trees 
here  and  there  giving  it  (juite  a  park-like 
ippearanee,  while  the  sheds  or  shelters  for 
-tock,  and  tents  for  displays  of  ditTerent  kinds, 
heightened  the  generally  pleasing  effect.  The 
poultry  tent  was  set  well  back  amongst  the 
trees,  and  conveniently  ne-ar  it  was  u  lecture 
tent,  where  Mr.  Edward  Brown,  (author  of 
•  Poultry  Fattening,"  '•  I'oultrr  as  an  Industry 
:"r  Farmers  and  Cottagers,"  etc.)  lectured 
twice  each  day  upon  "  The  various  breeds  of 
lK>uItry  exhibited  at  the  show ; "  Cramming, 
dressing  and  trussing  of  fowls; ""  Housing, 
hatching  and  rearing  of  fowls,"'  etc.  The 
i-ramming,  dressing  and  trussing  lecture  was 
:i<  companied  by  a  demonstration  by  an  assist- 
ant, and  was  most  interesting.  A  model 
••fattening  shed,"  "shaping"  boards,  etc., 
;iided  in  the  work. 

The  nunil>erof  poultry  entries  was  fourhun- 
ilred  and  sixty-five;  but  (as  the  steward 
explained  to  me)  the  intention  was  to  limit  it 
to  "practical"  or  farm  poultry  —  that  is,  of 
p-oultry  important  from  the  economic  (or 
profit)  standpoint,  the  entries  would  be  con- 
sidered quite  generous.  Eliminating  bantams, 
pigeons  and  strictly  ornamental  poultry  from 
our  local  shows  would  bring  very  many  of 
them  below  the  figures  at  Reading.  As  the 
turkeys,  ducks  and  geese  occupied  but  forty- 
tive  numbers,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  were 
four  hundred  and  twenty  fowls  there,  almost 
wholly  cocks  an<l  hens.  Sixty-nine  of  the 
four  hundred  and  twenty  numbers  were  in 
the  class,  "  chickens  bred  in  1S9T;  "  but  many 
of  them  were  so  well  grown  we  suspect 
they  were  hatched  in  the  autumn  of  '9(3. 
Everything  was  given  a  selling  price  in  the 
catalogue,  ljut  it  was  evident  most  of  the 
prices  were  intended  to  be  prohibitive,  such 
as  fifty  or  a  hundred  pounds  sterling  (§2.50  or 
?->00i,  per  bird.  There  were  twenty-two 
Colored  Dorkings ;  fourteen  Silver  Gray  Dork- 
ings ;  twelve  A.  O.  C.  (".my  other  color") 
Dorkings;  thirteen  Old  English  Games; 
twenty-two  Indian  Games ;  eighteen  Miuorcas ; 
fifteen  White  Leghorns;  ten  A.  O.  C.  Leg- 
horns; seventeen  Black  Ilamburgs;  thirteen 
A.  O.  C.  Ilamburgs;  twenty-one  Langshans; 
sixteen  Silver  Wyandottes;  nineteen  A.  O.  C. 
Wyandottes;  twenty-one  Plymouth  Kocks; 
thirty  Orpingtons;  eleven  Buff  Cochins;  fifteen 
A.  O.  C.  Cochins;  twenty  Brahmas:  and 
twenty-seven  any  other  variety  (e.xcept 
bantams),  which  included  a  few  Games, 
Andalusians,  Iloudans,  Creves.  Black  Spanifh, 
etc.  It  will  be  seen  that  Plymouth  Itocks 
were  a  large  class,  being  e.vceeded  in  numberM 


by  C>rpingtons,  Colored  Dorkings  and  Indian 
Games  only;  but  when  one  has  said  that  he 
has  said  all  that  he  can  say. 

We  ought  to  say  at  the  outset  that  there  is 
something  in  the  English  climate  which  favors 
great  development  of  bone  and  body  in  all 
forms  of  animal  life,  hence  I  was  not  much 
surprist'd  to  see  the  great  coarse  bodies  of  the 
Kocks  and  "Dottcs.  Then,  too,  the  judges 
give  the  preference  to  rangy,  stilted  birds, 
and  the  compact  "blocky"  bodies  of  the 
American  type  of  Rocks  and  'Dottes  were 
conspicuously  absent.  With  the  coarseness  of 
boily  and  length  of  shank  so  prominent  here 
goes  coarseness  (l>eefiuess)  of  comb,  and  the 
combination  makes  a  bird  that  no  American 
breeder  of  established  reputation  would  for 
one  moment  think  of  putting  in  a  breeding 
pen.  There  was  one  exception,  in  a  Silver 
Wyandotte  coc-k,  which  was  a  fairly  typical 
Wyandotte  in  shape  and  quite  well  marked ; 
but  his  tail  feathers  were  all  moulted  out,  and 
that  handicapped  him.  He  "  got  a  place,"' 
but  evidently  wasn't  esteemed  by  many  of  the 
breeders  that  I  met  there.  Some  of  thg  Silver 
Wyandotte  hens  were  particularly  good  in 
color,  and  carried  the  clear  open  laced  plum- 
age throughout. 

In  color,  also,  the  Rocks  were  a  great  dis- 
appointment. They  were  extremely  dark, 
many  of  them  almost  black,  and  carrying 
barely  a  suspicion  of  barring  in  portions  of 
the  plumage.  There  wasn't  even  a  suggestion 
of  the  dear  even  bars  one  sees  on  the  best 
Rocks  in  America,  and  the  undercolor — oh, 
my  I  I  examined  three  or  four  of  the  birds  that 
got  prize  cards,  and  the  undercolor  was  uni- 
formly lead  color,  with  no  thought  of  barring. 

The  Light  Urahinas  were  very  uneven  in 
quality — two  or  three,  however,  being  excep- 
tionally well  gotten  up,  with  good  hackle  and 
saddle  lacing,  and  good  shank  and  toe  feather- 
ing; and  Buff  Cochins  were  similarly  uneven 
in  quality.  Two  of  the  birds  I  examined  were 
a  fine  even  buff  and  good  under  color,  and 
there  were  two  or  three  there  that  were 
bleached  almost  white.  One  of  the  Indian 
Game  hens  was  very  finely  marked,  with  a 
beautifully  even  double  lacing,  and  a  Par- 
tridge Cochin  hen  (A.  O.  C.  Cochin  class) 
likewise. 

In  talking  over  the  awards  with  a  judge  (not 
judging  here,  however),  I  found  the  same 
diversity  of  opinion  as  we  have  in  America; 
when  saying  to  him  that  I  would  have  placed 
some  of  the  cards  differently  be  replied,  "Yes, 
so  would  I;  but  we  should  remember  that  at 
an  agricultural  show  utility  points  have  pre- 
cedence, and  we  consider  the  practical  quality 
of  the  bird  of  first  import;mce."  This  I  inter- 
preted to  mean  the  quantity  of  edible  meal  the 
bird  will  produce.  It  will  be  conceded  that 
the  large  "coarse  "  birds  have  more  size,  carry 
more  ounces  of  meat;  but  do  they  carry  more 
meat  in  proportion  to  bone?  I  believe  not, 
and  furthermore,  I  believe  the  closer  built 
"blockier"  birds,  (finer  in  bone  than  these 
large  "coarse"  birds),  will  be  considerably 
better  layers ;  and  in  considering  utility  points 
we  ought  to  consider  eggs  and  meat,  not  meat 
alone.  That  point  should  certainly  have 
weight  iu  England,  since  that  country  import.s 
eggs  to  the  value  of  about  five  millions  sterling 
(825,000,000)  annually. 

The  lectures  by  31  r.  Brown  were  a  most 
interesting  feature  and  ''a  drawing  card."  I 
am  certain  such  instruction  upon  "utility "' 
points  could  be  profitably  introduced  in  our 
shows  in  America,  arousing  the  popular  inter- 
est in  poultry  ami  stiiui>!«ting  poultry  Hpd  eirjj 
production, 


Mr.  Brown  had  drawings  of  representative 
pairs  of  the  leading  varieties  on  large  sheets 
of  cardboard  hung  about  the  tent,  and 
explained  briefly  the  merits  of  the  different 
breeds.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  "  meat"'  is  the 
foundation  stone  of  English  life,  hence  the 
meat  supply  is  the  all  important  thing,  and 
generally  speaking  the  pounds  and  ounces  of 
edible  meat  a  bird  carries  determines  its  eco- 
nomic value.  This  is  right,  up  to  a  certain 
point;  but  quality  as  well  as  quantity  of  meat 
soon  comes  to  be  considered,  and  quantity  of 
eggs  produced  is  another  factor  of  importance. 
The  white  fleshed,  long  bodied  birds  have  the 
preference  for  both  quantity  and  quality  of 
meat,  and  the  Dorkings,  of  which  the  "  Col- 
ored ''  are  the  largest  and  best,  are  given  first 
place.  For  exceedingly  fine  quality,  (the  very 
choicest  product  of  the  poulterer's  skill),  the 
Indian  Game-Dorking  cross  is  recommended. 
Mr.  Brown  classilics  the  breeds  as  follows : 
Best  table  varieties  —  Dorkings,  Indian 
Game,  and  Old  English  Game.  Crosses 
between  Indian  CJanic  or  Old  English  C;aine, 
and  Dorkings  are  recommended  as  rapid 
growers. 

Best  laying  (non-sitting)  varieties  —  Leg- 
horns (White  preferred),  Minoreas,  Anconas, 
Houdans,  Scotch  Grays,  and  Black  Ham- 
burgs. 

Best  all  purpose  varieties,  i.e.  for  both  eggs 
and  meat — Wyandottes,  Langshans,  Orping- 
tons, and  Plymouth  Rocks. 

He  specially  commended  the  AV'yandottes 
and  riymouth  Rocks  as  good  winter  layers ; 
but  thought  they  laid  small  eggs,  a  point  upon 
which  I  took  issue  with  him  iu  subsequent 
conversations,  and  learned  that  he  is  not  at 
all  acquainted  with  Rocks  and  'Dottes  bred 
primarily  for  egg  production  and  for  good 
size  of  eggs — but  judges  them  solely  by  the 
stock  bred  for  fancy  points  which  has  been 
imported  here.  1  was  glad  to  be  able  to  assure 
him  that  we  have  a  large  and  rapidly  growing 
class  of  breeders  in  America  who  are  breeding 
primarily  for  egg  production,  and  for  good 
size  in  eggs,  and  that  'Dottes  and  Rocks  were 
easily  first  in  favor  with  that  class.  Wyan- 
dottes over  here  means  "Silver"  W^yandottes, 
and  Plymouth  Rocks  means  the  "Barred  " 
variety  only ;  the  White  and  Golden  Wyan- 
dottes appearing  in  the  A.  O.  C.  Wyandotte 
class,  and  White  and  Buff  P.  Kocks  in  the 
A.  O.  C.  Plymouth  Rock  cl-ass. 

Mr.  Brown's  lectures  were  models  of  con- 
ciseness, and  admirably  planned  for  their 
purpose.  He  told  of  one  nuin  iu  Kent  who 
sold  eighty-.seven  pounds  sterling  worth  of 
chickens  last  year  from  fifty  laying  hens, 
(which  is  over  S8  per  bird),  and  said  that 
properly  fattening  and  dressing  fowls  materi- 
ally increased  the  .selling  price  and  the  eating 
quality  as  well  as  the  quantity,  giving  of  itself 
a  substantial  profit.  It  is  easily  seen,  too,  that 
improving  the  quality  increases  consumption, 
hence  the  double  advantage.  There  is  a  man- 
ifest change  iu  English  domestic  catering,  the 
tendency  being  towards  lighter  foods;  the 
English  people  are  eating  somewhat  less  beef, 
mutton  and  pork,  and  more  poultry,  eggs, 
fish,  etc.  -Vs  the  visible  supply  of  beef,  mut- 
ton and  pork  is  perceptibly  lessening,  it  is 
desirable  that  the  food  articles  next  in  succes- 
sion should  be  in  more  abundant  supply  iu 
order  to  take  advantage  of  the  increased 
demand.  From  this  standpoint  poultry  and 
eggs  woidd  seem  to  be  very  decidedly  "in  it,"' 
and  it  oidy  remains  for  the  British  farmers  to 
rise  to  the  occasion  i«nd  produce  more  of  the 
poultry  und  eggs  wiinted  to  put  into  their 
ppwUets  tlie  over  sis  uiiliions  sttrlips;  tb'iV  is 


now  going  out  of  the  country  annually  to  pay 
for  those  articles  of  fooil.  With  the  substan- 
tial recognition  and  encouragement  being  given 
to  practical  poultry  the  outlook  would  be 
Iiromising  were  uol  the  British  farmer  so  tre- 
mendously conservative  and  unprogressive. 

H. 


Poultry  on  Clovernnient  Liiiid. 

A  I'.oston  lady  writes  asking:  "  How  would 
poultry  raising  compare  with  other  business 
(as  other  live  stock  raising,  or  agriculture),  on 
government  land,  south  or  west,  in  which  to 
start  a  large  number  of  the  destitute,  unem- 
ployed men  here,  (perhaps  five  thousand)  in 
.  order  to  enable  them  to  lift  theni.*elves  into 
independence? 

"What  would  be  the  yearly  profit  after 
paying  all  e.xpenses  excepting  wages  of  men 
and  for  land  ? 

"Where  would  be  the  best  place  to  carry  on 
business  in  ijoultry  and  eggs  on  government 
land,  on  a  large  scale?" 

[Any  scheme  which  contemplates  the 
removal  of  a  large  body  of  men  to  new  sur- 
roundings and  new  occupations  is  in  its  very 
nature  chimerical.  When,  as  in  the  ea.se  pro- 
posed, the  men  are  largely  if  not  wholly  those 
who  have  failed  in  pursuits  and  amid  sur- 
roundings to  which  they  were  habituated, 
would  there  be  any  hope  of  success  with  such 
a  colony  ? 

But  even  were  the  men  of  an  entirely  differ- 
ent class,  they  wouM  find  the  government 
lands  now  oi>en  to  purchase  and  homestead 
entry  not  at  all  adapted  (because  of  location) 
to  poultry  raising.  The  first  thing  for  a  poul- 
tryman  to  consider  is  his  market.  Xone  of 
the>e  lands  are  near  enough  to  a  good  market 
for  his  purpose.  It  is  needless  to  discuss  the 
subject  at  length  here.  A  reading  of  the 
many  articles  relating  to  the  qualities  and 
conditions  which  make  poultry  raising  a  suc- 
cess, which  have  been  published  iu  recent 
numbers  of  our  paper,  would,  we  think,  con- 
vince the  most  sanguine  philanthropist  that 
the  project  is  not  feasible. — Ei>.] 


Skim  milk  fed  to  poultry  will  give  as  satis- 
factory results  as  when  fed  to  hogs.  A\"hen 
milk  is  skimmed  only  the  cream  is  removed. 
Cream  is  the  carbonaceous  portion  of  milk, 
and  is  of  little  value  so  far  as  being  an  assist- 
ant to  egg  production  is  concerned,  because 
the  elements  remaining  in  the  buitermilk  con- 
sist of  very  nearly  the  same  as  those  existing 
in  the  egg.  The  milk  is  as  valuable  as  it  was 
before  it  was  skimmed,  because  cream  does  not 
carry  off  any  of  the  nitrogen  or  phosphates  in 
the  milk.  Placing  skim  milk  or  buttermilk  in 
pans  for  the  chickens  to  drink  is  not  the  best 
plan ;  it  is  far  better  to  mix  it  with  ground 
grain,  and  occasionally,  if  skim  milk  is  used, 
it  should  be  heated  to  the  boiling  point  and 
thickened  with  ground  oats  and  corn  meal  for 
a  change.  Give  the  milk  to  the  chickens  when 
it  may  be  put  in  clean  vessels  only,  for  disease 
may  be  the  result  if  they  are  allowed  to  drink 
it  when  filthy  or  unfit  for  use. — Exchanije. 


A]plial>etical  Advice. 

O,  brtedtr.  in  tliine  hours  of  o  e  e. 
It  on  iliis  paper  you  shouUl  c  c  c. 
Aiul  look  for  soinetliini!  to  ap  p  p  p 
Your  ycarninj;  for  j;reenl>:ick  v  v  v 
Take  our  a<lvice  aud  now  Iio  y  y  y. 
Go  straii^lu  aheail  ami  advert  i  i  i. 
You'll  iiud  the  project  of  some  u  u  ii. 
KcgU'Cl  can  offer  no  ex  q  q  q. 
Bo  wise  at  once,  prolong  your  d  ••(  s  a, 
A  eileut  liusiuess  soon  ile  Ii  h  k, 
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Another  Experimeut  Station  Report. 

This  one  is  from  North  Dakota.  Ouly 
about  two  pages  of  the  report  of  the  station  is 
devoted  to  poultry.  The  manager  of  the 
pouJtry  department,  though  plainly  not  yet  an 
expert  poultryman,  is  an  exceedingly  promis- 
ing amateur.  He  has  good  ideas  as  to  what 
the  work  of  his  department  should  be,  and  as 
he  gains  in  experience  we  may  look  for  some 
valuable  reports  from  North  Dakota. 

"  In  December,  1895,  the  station  also  added 
a  poultry  department  to  those  which  already 
existed.  It  has  been  the  endeavor  of  the 
manager  to  build  this  department  up  gradu- 
ally, and  to  make  a  careful  and  accurate 
account  of  the  different  forms  of  experiments 
wliich  have  been  mapped  out.  We  began  our 
work  with  pure  bred  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 
and  pure  bred  Rose  Comb  Brown  Leghorns. 
From  time  to  time  these  breeds  will  be  added 
to.  During  the  spring  of  189G,  owing  to  the 
damp  weather,  eggs  did  not  hatch  satisfac- 
torily, and  the  increase  in  our  llock  fell  much 
below  that  which  we  desired. 

"  We  now  have  three  good  breeding  pens  of 
Plymouth  Rocks,  and  one  good  breeding  pen 
of  Rose  Comb  Leghorns,  so  that  the  coming- 
season  we  will  be  in  position  to  carry  out  our 
line  of  experiments  more  fully  than  heretofore. 

"  We  caponized  thirty-one  cockerels,  and  at 
the  last  weighing,  when  they  were  twenty- 
two  weeks  old,  they  averaged  seven  and  oae- 
half  pounds  each,  while  the  young  cockerels 
of  the  same  age  averaged  but  six  pounds, 
although  the  feed  was  the  same. 

"  Jan.  1,  1896,  we  began  a  series  of  experi- 
ments to  determine  if  possible,  what  etiect,  if 
any,  heating  the  poultry  house  would  have 
upon  the  production  of  eggs,  and  the  food 
requirements. 

"  On  December  1st  we  put  forty-six 
chickens,  including  several  varieties  of  birds 
into  the  poultry  hous-e.  The  weather  at  that 
time  was  quite  warm,  and  they  were  fed  per 
day  five  pounds  of  feed  in  the  morning  and 
two  pounds  in  the  evening,  tlie  morning  feed 
being  table  scraps  such  as  meat,  pieces  of 
bread,  boiled  and  fried  potatoes,  and  such 
material  as  usually  comes  from  a  boarding 
table.  Their  ration  of  grain  consisted  of 
wheat  screenings  which  was  composed  princi- 
pally of  small  berries  of  wheat  and  cracked 
wheat.  As  the  weather  got  colder,  their  feed 
gradually  increased  until  they  took  on  the  31st 
day  of  December  eleven  and  three-fourths 
pounds  of  scraps  in  the  morning,  and  eleven 
and  a  half  pounds  of  wheat  in  the  evening. 
During  the  month  of  January  the  feed  ration 
remained  about  the  same.  January  20th  a 
large  stove  was  put  into  the  house,  and  a  fire 
started  with  lignite  coal.  On  the  31st  of  Janu- 
ary the  feed  had  decreased  to  six  pounds  in 
the  morning  and  eight  and  three-fourths  iu 
the  evening;  the  last  of  March  four  and  a 
half  pounds  mornings  and  four  and  three- 
fourths  evenings. 

"  The  total  amount  of  fuel  burned  from  the 
20th  of  January  to  the  first  of  April,  cost 
$4.50.  During  the  montk  of  January  previous 
to  the  use  of  the  stove,  the  average  number  of 
eggs  per  day  was  2|,  the  remainder  of  the 
month  from  the  21st  to  the  end  of  the  month, 
it  was  6  3-11,  showing  the  influence  that  heat 
exerted  upon  the  production  of  eggs. 

"  The  question  naturally  arises,  can  the 
farmer,  under  the  conditions  existing  on  the 
ordinary  farm,  aftbrd  to  take  care  of  his 
poultry  by  furnishing  artificial  heat?  An 
examination  of  the  above  figures  shows  that 
but  half  the  food  is  consumed,  and  that  the 
egg  production  is  more  than  doubled.  With 
eggs  worth  twenty-five  cents  per  dozen  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  and  food  at  the 
ordinary  prices,  it  should  seem  to  me  that  it 
would  not  only  be  economy  to  heat  the  poultry 
house,  but  would  be  a  source  of  great  profit, 
especially  after  arrangement  had  once  been 
completed,  so  that  it  would  require  but  little 
extra  work. 

"  Feeding  for  Eggs  :  That  food  has  as 
much  to  do  with  the  production  of  eggs  as  it 
has  with  beef  or  butter,  there  is  but  little 
question.  We  placed  two  pens  of  fowls, 
under  exactly  the  same  condition  as  far  as  the 
temperature,  room,  and  care  were  concerned, 
but  fed  them  with  an  entirely  dift'erent  ol)ject 
in  view.  One  pen  we  wished  for  breeding 
purposes,  and  did  not  want  them  to  lay 
until  the  breeding  season  opened,  so  that  we 
could  get  a  more  steady  egg  production  than 


if  they  were  made  to  lay  during  the  entire 
winter.  The  other  pen  it  was  not  intended  to 
use  at  all  for  breeders,  but  to  produce  the 
greatest  number  of  eggs  possible,  at  the  time 
of  year  when  they  would  bring  the  highest 
price.  During  the  mouth  of  Decemljer,  1895, 
the  pen  which  was  intended  for  laying  experi- 
ment contained  nineteen  pullets,  and  the  one 
intended  for  breeding  purposes  contained  six- 
teen pullets.  During  this  month  the  laying 
pen  laid  sixty-three  eggs ;  the  non-laying  pen 
no  eggs.  During  the  mouth  of  January  the 
laying  pen  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  eggs; 
the  non-laying  pen  seven  eggs.  During  the 
month  of  February  the  laying  pen  one  hun- 
dred and  nine  eggs,  and  the  nou-laying  pen 
twelve  eggs.  During  the  month  of  March  the 
laying  pea  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  and 
the  non-laying  pen  forty-three.  During  the 
mouth  of  April  the  laying  pen  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine,  and  the  non-laying  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine. 

"  We  began  the  last  of  March  to  get  our 
breeding  pen,  which  has  so  far  been  desig- 
nated as  the  '  non-laying  pen,'  into  good  lay- 
ing trim,  with  the  results  as  above  stated. 
From  this  time  on,  the  breeders,  although  less 
in  number  than  the  other  pen,  laid  a  great 
many  more  eggs.  For  the  month  of  May  the 
laying  pen  laid  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
eggs,  the  nou-laying  pen  three  hundred  and 
eighty-one  eggs. 

"  The  method  of  feeding  that  was  employed 
to  bring  this  about  was  substantially  as  fol- 
lows :  The  morning  feed  for  those  which  were 
intended  to  produce  eggs,  consisted  of  boiled 
lean  meat,  scraps  from  the  table,  the  fat  hav- 
ing been  removed,  wheat  screenings,  with 
constant  drinking  water.  For  the  evening 
feed,  wheat  screenings  what  they  wanted  to 
eat,  mixed  with  corn  twice  per  week.  Those 
which  were  not  intended  for  producing  eggs 
were  fed  on  wheat  screenings  of  poorer  quality 
with  corn.  These  gradually  increased  in 
weight  until  they  had  the  appearance  of  being 
overfat.  This  pen,  although  not  put  to  laying 
until  the  first  of  April,  averaged  one  hundred 
and  fifty  and  a  half  eggs  per  hen  during  the 
season.  They  were  pure  bred  'Plymouth 
Rocks.  The  other  pen,  which  was  put  to  lay- 
ing during  the  entire  winter,  averaged  one 
hundred  and  fifty-three  eggs  per  hen.  The 
average  price  of  the  eggs  was  eighteen  cents 
per  dozen.  The  average  price  of  the  former, 
or  those  which  did  not  begin  laying  until  April 
1st  was  eleven  and  a  half  cents  per  dozen,  at 
regular  market  prices.  This  shows  a  marked 
difl'erence  iu  the  average  price,  due  principally 
to  the  high  prices  of  eggs  during  the  months 
of  December,  January,  February  and  the  fore 
part  of  March."  T.  D.  Hinebauch. 

The  bulletin  from  which  the  above  extract 
is  taken  was  issued  Feb.  1st,  1897,  and  conse- 
quently contains  no  report  of  the  experiments 
for  the  winter  just  past.  VVe  infer  from  the 
language  of  the  bulletin  that  the  experiments 
recorded  are  the  beginnings  of  series  to  be 
continued  long  enough  to  warrant  a  general 
conclusion  based  on  the  results. 

The  experiments  to  determine  the  effect  of 
artificial  heat  on  egg  production  will  be 
watched  with  intei-est  by  poultrymen  in  the 
extreme  northern  states.  In  estimating  the 
value  of  this  first  experimeut  it  should  be 
observed  that  the  artificial  heat  was  applied 
at  a  time  when  the  egg  yield  would  be  likely 
to  show  some  increase  withoutit;  and  further, 
that  no  data  being  furnished  from  fowls  kept 
without  the  artificial  heat,  a  direct  comparison 
of  flocks  situated  similarly  iu  other  respects, 
but  subjected  to  dift'erent  temperatures,  is 
impossible. 

The  experiments  in  feeding  for  eggs  will 
interest  breeders  everywhere.  The  fowls 
intended  for  breeders  were  deliberately  put 
out  of  laying  condition  and  kept  that  way 
until  the  approach  of  spring.  Note  the 
results.  The  difl'erence  in  average  number  of 
eggs  per  hen  is  very  slight,  but  the  difl'erence 
in  the  values  of  the  eggs  at  market  prices  is 
considerable.  Twelve  and  a  half  dozen  eggs 
at  eleven  and  a  half  cents  per  dozen  come  to 
fl.44;  twelve  and  three-fourths  dozen  at 
eighteen  cents  come  to  $2.29.  Yes,  it  pays  to 
get  eggs  in  winter. 

Another  result,  not  indicated  in  the  report, 
is  the  unsatisfactory  hatches  from  the  breed- 
ing stock  kept  out  of  condition  until  the  hatch- 
ing season.  Mr.  Hinebauch  states  that  the 
hatches  in  the  spring  of  1S9(;  prcved  unsati>fac- 


tory  because  of  the  damp  weather.  It  is  more 
likely  that  the  true  reason  is  found  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  breeding  stock. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  experiments  in  this 
line  will  be  continued,  and  with  the  descend- 
ants of  the  hens  used  first.  Thus  it  will  be 
possible  to  get  data  indicating  how  long  the 
winter  laying  habit  will  persist  in  a  family  of 
fowls  iu  which  it  is  systematically  retarded 
and  I'epressed. 

No  Room  for  Dudes  or  Dandies. 

"  I  am  not  a  city  dude  who  is  afraid  to  soil 
his  fingers,  or  ashamed  to  work.  No  kind  of 
work  that  is  honest  and  honoral)le  is,a  shame. 
So  far  I  have  been  '  head  and  tail '  of  the 
work  here,  and  I  can  honestly  say  1  like  to 
work  with  the  hens  and  chickens.  I  was 
raised  in  the  country,  and  have  raised  chickens 
all  my  life  —  as  an  adjunct  to  gardening,  set- 
ting type,  and  teaching." 

The  above,  taken  from  a  letter  recently 
received,  calls  to  mind  several  instances  in 
our  experience. 

One  day  a  gentleman  dressed  in  the  latest 
patterns,  with  high  hat  and  kid  gloves,  called 
to  talk  poultry  matters.  Of  course,  we  at 
first  supposed  that  he  was  some  man  of  wealth 
who  had  a  poultry  plant  added  to  his  country 
seat.  Imagine  our  surprise  to  learn,  instead, 
that  he  had  but  a  few  hundred  dollars  capital, 
and  as  he  had  no  prospect  to  getting  more,  he 
wanted  to  invest  in  this  business.  He  gave 
two  reasons  for  choosing  the  poulti-y  business. 
One  was  that  the  work  was  so  easy,  "mere 
child's  play ; ''  and  the  other,  that,  as  he  fig- 
ured it  out,  several  thousand  dollars  a  year 
could  easily  be  realized  as  an  income. 

AVe  discouraged  him.  Why  shouldn't  we? 
This  is  no  place  for  dudes  and  dandies.  High 
hats  and  kid  gloves  never  look  well  on  a  poul- 
tryman! A  man  afraid  to  work  will  never 
become  successful.  We  showed  him  how 
absurd  his  air  castles  were,  and  pointed  out 
the  mai?y  stumbling  blocks  over  which  he 
was  sure  to  tumble.  We  draw  the  line  on 
such;  we  are  honest  when  we  tell  them  that 
this  is  not  a  business  that  will  give  them 
satisfaction. 

We  know  poultrymen  who  perform  the 
labors  about  the  place  with  gloves  on  during 
the  summer.  They  do  not  wish  to  soil  their 
hands.  Give  us  the  good,  honest,  well  built, 
sun-browned  hand  —  the  hand  that  knows 
only  honest  toil,  in  preference  to  the  one  white 
enough  to  do  credit  to  a  parlor  lady.  A  man 
who  wears  gloves  in  summer  has  other  weak- 
nesses, and  many  of  them  which  would  prove 
detrimental  in  this  business. 

Give  us  the  practical  poultrj  man,  he  who 
throws  aside  all  foolish  apparel,  and  is  willing 
to  roll  up  his  sleeves  and  go  to  work ;  the  man 
not  afraid  of  soiling  his  hands  and  clothes,  but 
who  takes  work  as  it  comes.  Again,  give  us 
the  man  who  does  not  speculate  on  the  profits, 
but  who  is  content  to  do  his  part,  accepting 
the  results  with  good  grace.  Such  men  always 
make  a  success. 

That  brings  to  us  another  thought.  There 
are  so  many  who  are  not  reasonable.  They 
are  not  willing  to  wait  until  the  plant  has  had 
a  chance  to  grow,  but  at  once  expect  good 
returns.  How  many  businesses  are  there 
that  will  more  than  meet  the  expenses  the  first 
year?  Very  few.  Buildings  must  be  put  up, 
stock  grown,  and  the  "  machinery "  of  the 
plant  put  into  operation.  You  cannot  do  all 
that  much  short  of  a  yeai-.  The  man  who 
understands  that,  and  has  prepared  himself 
with  working  capital  is  the  man  who  is  going 
to  establish  an  income  the  second  year. 

Be  reasonable ;  be  willing;  be  energetic;  be 
economical ;  be  a  hard  working  poultry  farmer, 
and  not  a  polished  dude  or  dandy,  and  you 
will  find  the  poultry  business  an  honest  voca- 
tion, and  one  which  will  pay  you  good  wages 
for  the  time  put  in.  M.  K.  B. 


Cockerels  and  pullets  should  be  separated  as 
soon  as  they  have  attained  something  beyond 
half  their  full  growth.  Place  the  pullets  iu  a 
field  where  they  may  thrive  upon  the  fresh 
ground,  out  of  harm's  way.  "When  a  cock- 
erel crows,  wring  his  neck,"  the  old  saying,  is 
the  most  proper  and  profitable  time  to  dispose 
of  him.  Soon  after  a  cockerel  attains  half  its 
growth  it  begins  to  make  bone  and  lose  flesh. 
It  is  a  dead  loss  to  farmers  to  keep  a  lot  of 
hungry  cockerels  raking  about  after  the  pullets 
for  months  after  the  time  they  should  have 
been  di.-.posed  of. — Exchange. 


Spots  on  the  Liver. 

The  liver  of  a  healthy  fowl  is  of  a  uniform 
chocolate-red  color,  flrm,  and  the  right  lobe 
larger  than  the  left.  Anything  else  indicates 
some  disease.  Therefore  it  is  strictly  necessary 
that  whenever  a  fowl  is  killed  for  table  use, 
its  hver  should  be  carefully  inspected.  If 
grayish  or  yellowish  masses  or  tubercles  are 
formed  in  the  liver  it  is  unfit  for  food,  as  the 
deposits  are  a  strong  proof  that  the  Inrd  is 
sufl'ering  from  tuberculosis. 

Prof.  Vale,  in  his  manual  on  poultry  dis- 
eases, says  the  extent  to  which  this  disease 
has  spread  among  those  animals  upon  which 
man  depends  in  a  great  measure  for  his  food 
supply  has  become  a  matter  for  serious  con- 
sideration. 

He  asserts  that  tuberculosis  may  be  trans- 
mitted from  the  lower  animals  to  man ;  and 
that  he  may  become  tuberculous  in  conse- 
quence of  consuming  the  flesh  or  milk  of 
animals  sufl'ering  from  that  disease,  is  now  an 
admitted  fact.  This  liability  on  the  part  of 
man  to  contract  so  fatal  a  disease  in  such  a 
simple  way,  makes  it  imperatively  necessary 
that  every  means  should  be  employed  to  check, 
and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  stamp  it  out. 

"  Our  legislators,"  he  says,  "by  suitable 
enactments,  enforcing  the  health  inspection, 
by  competent  men,  of  all  cows  kept  in  and 
around  our  towns,  and  of  all  beasts  slaugh- 
tered for  food,  may  efl'ect  a  great  deal  in  this 
direction.  In  the  case  of  tuberculous  fowls, 
individual  eflort  must  be  brought  to  bear,  or 
very  little  good  can  be  done." 

The  inspection  of  cattle  has  been  carried  on 
in  the  United  States  for  some  time,  and  with 
very  good  results ;  but  what  we  need  now  is 
a  law  which  will  compel  a  closer  inspection  of 
poultry  food.  We  feel  sure  that  considerable 
unhealthy  poultry  is  annually  marketed  both 
by  tricky  and  innocent  farmers.  Dr.  Hemen, 
of  Reading,  Pa.,  says  it  is  possible  to  kill  the 
germ  of  disease  in  the  carcass  by  boiling  it  to 
a  certain  degree ;  but  it  is  always  safest  and 
best  to  draw  the  line,  and  refuse  the  food 
when  we  know  that  the  liver,  or  any  of  the 
organs  of  the  fowl  are  not  in  a  healthy  condi- 
tion. 

Prof.  Vale  says  all  fowls  suspected  of  being 
aft'ected  with  tubercle  ought  to  be  killed,  and 
under  no  circumstances  should  they  be  bred 
from.  The  welfare  of  man  and  fowls  alike 
demands  it. 

He  adds:  "A  great  deal  is  written  from 
time  to  time  about  the  physical  improvement 
of  our  poultry.  If  all  sickly  fowls  and  delicate 
and  weakly  chickens  were  killed  ott'  year  by 
year,  it  would  go  a  very  long  way  indeed 
towards  improving  our  stock.  In  and  in 
breeding  would  not  then  be  such  a  bugbear  as 
it  is  now.  Vigorous  healthy  fowls  may  be 
kept  iu  the  same  pen  as  a  tuberculous  one  for 
months,  and  yet  not  contract  the  disease;  but 
if  they  become  devitalized  by  any  prostrating 
disease  they  will  then  almost  certainly  con- 
tract it.  Apart  from  contagion,  the  food  sup- 
plied to  fowls  has  a  very  powerful  causative 
influence.  If  there  Is  a  too  exclusive  use  of 
starchy  foods,  such  as  potato,  Indian  corn, 
rice,  or  dari,  fowls  are  especially  liable  to 
become  the  subjects  of  tubercular  diseases. 
Its  development  is  also  favored  by  a  close, 
warm,  unsanitary  house,  and  notably  by  the 
breathing  and  rebreathing  of  impure  air, 
together  with  conditions  that  tend  to  a  low- 
ered vitality. 

"Another  prolific  cause  is  to  be  found  in 
feeding  chickens  with  unboiled  milk  from 
tuberculous  cows.  Of  these  there  is  a  very  large 
percentage  among  the  stall  fed  cattle  in  and 
ai  ound  our  great  towns.  Here  again  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  the  food  supplied  is  an 
exciting  cause,  coupled  with  the  fact  of  their 
breathing  and  rebreathing  impure  air.  It  is 
more  than  probable  that  the  diarrhiea  so  prev- 
alent among  young  chickens,  and  to  which  so 
many  succumb,  is  frequently  due  to  the  pres- 
ence of  tubercle  bacilli.  The  disease,  however, 
is  sometimes  remarkably  virulent  and  conta- 
gious among  fowls;  and  careful  investigation 
has  revealed  the  fact  that  this  virulence  has 
always  manifested  itself  in  yards  where  the 
fowls  have  been  freely  fed  upon  potatoes  or 
maize  (corn)." 

These  matters  should  be  carefully  consid- 
ered 1 1)" poultrymen,  and  every  eftbrt  should 
be  made  to  better  the  condition  of  our  fowls, 
so  that  no  disease  can  be  carried  from  man  to 
fowl. 
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KtNMl  ^■al^lO  of  Hran. 


The  question  is  a»ke«l,  whether  the  brau 
from  the  roller  mill  process  of  grinilins;  is  as 
rivii  frt\l  as  that  from  okl-fashiouevl  methods, 
rhis  is  one  of  the  mo>t  pnK  tio:U  questions  to 
nhich  our  Domiuiou  expert,  Mr.  !?hiitt,  ooiiUl 
luru  bis  attentiou.  aiul  it  cau  at  present  only 
It  answervtl  in  au  iuilefiuite  way.    In  a  tuil- 
letiu  just  issueU  by  the  Ontario  Agriiultural 
Collesre  ou  the  feeJinj:  of  dairy  eows,  it  is 
state»I  that  roller  process  bniu  contains  one- 
lifth  mor«  di^stible  protein  ithetnost  valuable 
constituent  in  it)  than  there  is  in  stoue-grouud 
llour,  but  there  is  ample  room  for  revision  of 
this  estimate.  There  are  in  n-ality  three  coats, 
Mime  analysts  would  say  five,  outside  of  the 
true  wheat  j;raiu.   The  outer  coat  is  of  little 
more  value  than  straw,  because  much  the 
s;ime  in  its  nature.   Moslem  milling  skill  and 
M-ience  can  peel  off  this  skin  so  exactly  as  to 
:.ave  little  feeding  value.   The  iuuer  coats 
ire  more  nutritious.   In  the  old  stone  mills 
the  wheat,  after  being  dressed  and  cleaned, 
was  ground  between  two  stones,  and  the  meal 
produced  therefrom  was  separated  by  means 
of  silk  gauze  dressing  machines  usually  into 
llour  products,  viz.,  flour,  middlings,  pollard, 
and  bran;  but  sometimes  further  divi>ion3 
were  made.   In  breaking  up  the  grain  in  the 
millstones  all  the  four  products  were  brought 
together  on  the  dressing  machine,  and,  as  a 
natunil  consequence,  could  not  be  perfectly 
>epai-atetl  one  from  another.   At  the  same 
time  the  cerealin  cells  were  broken,  and  the 
icrealin  became  mixed  with  the  Hour.  It 
may  l«e  as  well,  now  that  the  que?tion  has 
lieen  raisetl  to  go  pretty  fully  into  the  matter 
of  wheat  composition.   The  London  (Eng.) 
O'ln  Circular  says :  —  A  grain  of  wheat  can 
'•e  divided  into  six  parts,  viz.,  (1)  the  outer 
-kin,  (2)  the  middle  skin,  (3)  the  inner  skin, 
r  cerealin  cells  containing  cerealin,  (4)  the 
rm,  (a)  gluten  cells,  (G)  sUirch  granules. 
The  lirst  three  parts  and  the  germ  go  to  make 
an,  middlings  and  pollard,  and  the  last  two 
or  endosperm  are  all  that  white  flour  contains. 
The  first  or  outer  skin  is  composed  chiefly  of 
fil>er.    Its  main  use  consists  in  its  exciting 
mechanical  action  in  the  stomach,  and,  if  that 
organ  is  healthy,  this  results  in  better  diges- 
tion.  The  second  and  third  skins  contain  a 
quantity  of  salts  and  acids.   These  are  most 
essential  as  food,  being  bone,  hair  and  teeth 
producers;  in  addition,  the  third  skin  or 
cerealin  cells  contain  an  active  ferment  called 
cerealin.   It  is  this  cerealin  which,  when  the. 
grain  of  wheat  is  planted  in  the  ground,  and 
sufficient  heat  and  moisture  have  been  gener- 
ated, acts  upon  the  starch  granules,  and  con- 
verts them  into  food  for  the  young  embryo  or 
growin-,  plant.   When  the  flour  meal  is  being 
made  int<,  bread,  it  is  also  this  ferment  which 
acts  upon  the  starch  granules  and  converts 
them  into  chemical  sugar  (dextrin),  and  so 
renders  the  bread  more  digestible.   The  germ 
is  particularly  rich  in  oil,  nitrogenous  matter, 
phosphoric  acid,  and  a  eousider.ible  quantity 
of  diastatic  ferment.   The  nitrogenous  matter 
contained  in  the  germ  amounts  to  thrice  the 
proportion  present  in  the  whole  grain  of 
wheat.     This  nitrogenous  matter  contains 
little  or  no  tenacious  gluten.   The  gluten  cells 
form  a  complete  network  through  the  grain, 
and  these  cells  are  much  thicker  near  the 
skins,  and  get  finer  and  finer  as  they  approach 
the  centre  of  the  grain.   The  gluten  cells  are 
chiefly   composed   of  nitrogenous  matter. 
They  can  be  separated  from  the  starch  of  the 
flour  by  making  a  little  flour  into  dough  with 
water,  and  then  gradually  washing  the  starch 
out  by  means  of  a  stream  of  water.   If  this  is 
carefully  done  a  grayish-yellow,  tough  and 
elastic  mass  is  left, and  this  substance  is  called 
gluten.   The  starch  granules  form  the  bulk  of 
the  flour  and  meal  produced  from  a  grain  of 
wheat,  and  are  the  heat  producers.   Thus  we 
have,  in  a  grain  of  wheat,  materials  for  bone, 
hair  and  teeth  forming,  flesh  forming,  and 
heat  producing. 

Professor  Blount,  a  recent  American  writer 
on  wheat  composition,  says: — The  wheat 
grain  is  made  up  of  bran,  gluten,  starch,  gum, 
and  sugar.  The  bran  consists  of  three  layers ; 
the  first  or  outside  covering  being  made  up  of 
scales  set  close  together.  The  next  layer  or 
true  skin  is  a  very  light  and  thin  tissue;  the 
nt-xt  consists  of  pointed  vessels  composed  of 
uniform  cells  connected  together  like  strings 
o:  beads.   The  bran  then,  taken  as  a  whole,  is 


a  colorless,  light  and  spongy  tissue  or  bundles 
of  tissues  amounting  to  about  three  per  cent 
of  the  gniin. 

I'ndcr  the  bnin  is  found  the  eplsperuuor 
outer  coat  of  the  seed,  consisting  of  very  small 
cells  and  two  coloring  matters  —  one  a  pale 
yellow  and  the  other  orange  yellow;  hence 
comcall  the  varieties  known  in  commerce  as 
white,  red  and  amber  grain.  The  next  coat 
or  layer  is  a  very  thin  tegument,  colorless  and 
brittle,  and  is  the  covering  of  the  enibryous 
membrane,  which  is  only  an  expansion  of  the 
germ  or  embryo  at  the  small  end  of  the  grain. 
I'ndcr  this  tissue  lies  the  endosperm  or 
albumen,  containing  the  gluten  and  starch, 
soluble  and  insoluble  albuminoids  —  the  real 
elements  of  good  flour.  These  are  the  most 
interesting  parts  of  tlie  grain,  as  the  first  is 
one  of  the  depots  of  the  plastic  aliments;  the 
second,  agents  capable  of  dissolving  these  ali- 
ments during  germination,  of  determining 
their  absorption  in  the  digestive  organs  of 
animals,  and  of  producing  in  the  dough  a 
decomposition  strong  enough  to  make  the 
bread  dark.  The  endosperm  or  floury  portion 
of  the  grain  is  composed  of  largo  glutinous 
cells  under  and  among  which  are  found  the 
layers  of  starch,  the  center  containing  the 
le.HSt  gluten  and  the  most  stJirch,  which,  when 
ground  gives,  after  the  first  bolting,  the  very 
fine  flour  that  is  poorest  in  gluten  and  will  not 
rise  when  baked,  owing  to  the  want  of  con- 
sistency. Dough  made  of  it  breaks  off  short 
when  pulled  out,  and  it  will  not  "  take  water" 
so  readily  as  the  other.  The  next  layer  of 
starch  cells  around  the  central  portion  is  richer 
in  gluten,  and  the  third  layer  the  richest,  lying, 
as  it  does,  next  to  the  cmbryous  membrane. 
Owing  to  its  yellow  color  the  germ  is  now 
removed  from  the  grain  before  milling  by  the 
new  process  to  prevent  its  discoloring  the 
flour.— .Vor' (rest  Farmer. 


The  Halves  of  the  Breeding  Pen. 

How  often  we  meet  the  assertion  that  the 
male  bird  is  half  of  the  breeding  pen  I  Like 
many  another  statement,  this  is  at  the  same 
time  true  and  false.  It  is  one  of  those  obnox- 
ious half-truths — obnoxious  because  more  mis- 
leading and  deceptive  than  a  false  statement. 

The  male  is  half  of  the  breeding  pen  only 
when,  mated  to  hens  of  uniform  quality  and 
his  equals  in  merit,  (whether  bred  for  fancy 
or  utility),  he  gets  chicks  of  which  it  can  be 
truthfully  said  that  like  has  begotten  like. 
While  it  is  true  that  a  male  of  superior  quality 
mated  to  inferior  hens  grades  their  progeny 
up,  it  is  just  as  certain  that  they  grade  his 
progeny  down.  If,  still  supposing  uniformity 
in  the  females,  they  are  inferior  to  the  male, 
he  is  more  than  half  the  breeding  ])en ;  if  the 
hens  are  l>etter  than  the  male,  he  is  less.  The 
mating  of  a  fine  male  with  an  inferior  hen  is  a 
shameful  waste  of  good  material.  As  every 
one  knows,  very  few  old  cocks  are  fertile 
except  for  a  short  time  in  the  spring.  Most 
males,  especially  of  the  larger  breeds,  are 
worthless  after  their  second  year,  and  even 
among  Leghorns  a  cock  is  old  at  three.  "You 
can't  eat  your  cake  and  have  your  cake;" 
neither  can  you  exhaust  the  vitality  of  a  male 
in  his  first  season's  breeding  and  have  him 
vigorous  and  virile  through  many  subsequent 
seasons. 

It  is  a  crying  evil  among  poultrymen  today, 
that  by  too  great  haste  to  get  out  of  valuable 
birds  all  the  profit  there  is  in  them,  they  defeat 
their  own  ends,  and  kill  the  goose  that  lays 
the  golden  eggs.  A  man,  to  illustrate,  has  a 
cockerel,  a  first  prize  winner  at  a  leading 
show.  He,  not  unnaturally,  wants  to  supply 
as  much  as  he  can  of  the  demand  for  slock 
from  this  bird.  When  he  mates  up  his  breed- 
ing pen  he  begins  with  this  cock,  which  is 
supposed  in  advance  to  be  half  of  the  pen.  As 
the  other  half  he  selects  as  many  of  the  best 
hens  he  has  as  he  thinks  it  possible  to  run 
with  that  male  anil  still  get  a  fair  percentage 
of  eggs  fertile.  There  may  be,  and  probably 
are,  less  than  half  of  the  hens  really  fit  to  mate 
with  such  a  male,  for  very  few  of  us  have  the 
moral  stamina  needed  to  enaljle  us  to  cull  our 
chickens  before  they  are  hatched.  The  idea 
is  to  get  as  many  chicks  as  possible  in  the 
hope  that  enough  good  chicks  will  chance 
from  the  poor  hens  to  justify  their  presence  in 
the  breeding  pen. 

Now  see  how  this  practice  works  to  the 
detriment  of  the  breeder's  reputation  and  also 
to  retard  the  development  of  the  breed — to 


prevent  the  average  of  excellence  from 
approaching  that  of  the  best  specimens.  If  a 
breeder  has  two  or  three  (which  is  as  many 
as  are  generally  found),  hens  in  a  pen  that  are 
properly  mated  with  the  head  of  the  pen,  and 
from  six  to  twelve  that  ought  not  to  be  there 
— how  many  really  good  chicks  is  the  buyer  of 
eggs  likely  to  get  from  one  or  two  sittings? 
There  are,  say,  ten  hens  in  a  certain  pen,  two 
good,  eight  iudillcrcnt.  The  breeder  sells 
fifteen  eggs  for  a  sitting.  IJis  customer  then 
will  be  likely  to  get  three  eggs  from  the  best 
hens.  From  these  three  eggs  he  would  in  case 
of  an  average  hatch  get  one  or  two  chicks. 
When  this  man  in  turn  comes  to  mate  his 
birds  next  season,  he  does  the  best  he  can  with 
the  material  he  happens  to  have.  Among  the 
smaller  breeders  there  is  hardly  one  man  in 
ten  who,  having  an  uncommonly  good  fowl 
of  either  sex,  will  try  to  secure  its  equal  of  the 
other  sex  to  mate  with  it.  Always  the  idea  is 
prominent,  make  the  best  use  you  can  of  the 
means  at  hand — and  it  is  hard  to  convince 
people  that  sometimes  the  best  use  to  make  of 
a  part  of  those  means  is  not  to  use  them  at  all. 
(N.  B.   This  is  not  a  bull). 

Some  prominent  breeders  and  others,  too, 
not  so  well  known,  have  adoiited  the  practice 
of  mating  in  pairs.  This  is  the  only  way  to 
mate  scientifically  and  for  best  results.  It  is 
certainly  the  only  way  to  keep  the  pedigree  of 
stock  and  to  be  able  to  know  exactly  what 
results  from  a  certain  union  of  blood  and  <iual- 
ities.  The  breeding  qualities  of  two  hens, 
alike  in  appearance,  may  be  entirely  dillcrent. 
With  one  cock  and  one  hen  in  the  pen  the 
breeder  is  in  a  position  to  know  exactly  what 
he  is  doing.  He  can  ascertain  the  real  value 
of  the  individuals  in  his  yards.  As  breeding 
is  generally  carried  on,  no  account  is  made  of 
individual  traits,  in  hens  at  least,  and  it  is 
seldom  possible  to  say  just  which  mating  pro- 
duced a  given  result. 

Every  breeder,  though  not  practicing  the 
method  with  his  entire  breeding  stock,  should 
make  a  few  matings  of  pairs,  if  only  with  the 
object  of  .securing  greater  uniformity  in 
females  intended  for  his  own  breeding  pens. 
In  no  other  way  can  the  desired  uniformity  be 
secured. 


Advertising  for  the  Poultry  Trade. 

So  far  as  our  experience  in  the  line  of 
advertising  for  the  poultry  trade  goes,  we  find 
the  wide-awake,  up-to-date  journals  of  large 
circulation  the  most  effective  and  economical. 

We  believe  that  judicious  advertising  has 
laid  the  foundation  for  the  immense  growth  of 
the  American  poultry  trade  in  the  last  decade, 
and  that  the  same  agency  will  still  more  largely 
increase  the  development  of  the  poultry  indus- 
try in  coming  years. 

There  are  certain  conditions  requisite  for 
success  through  advertising. 

1st.  The  advertiser  must  have  something 
to  sell  that  will  give  the  buyer  value  received 
for  his  money. 

2d.  He  should  have  tact  and  discretion  to 
so  bring  his  products  to  the  public  notice  as  to 
convince  people  that  what  he  has  to  sell  is 
what  they  want  to  buy. 

3d.  The  thing  to  be  sold  should  be  ready 
for  delivery  when  the  advertising  begins. 
Buyers  will  not  tolerate  tardy  delivery. 

4th.  Persistence  wins.  Steadiness  of  pur- 
pose, energy,  fidelity,  thoughtfulness,  sound 
judgment,  all  pay  in  doing  business. 

5th.  Men  must  know  their  business  thor- 
oughly. The  man  who  has  the  best  knowledge 
of  his  business  and  its  requirements  succeeds 
best. 

6th.  The  man  who  thinks  he  knows  it  all 
does  not  know  much,  and  never  will  as  long 
as  he  thinks  so.  Be  always  ready  to  learn. 
Use  all  the  brains  you  have,  all  you  can  hire, 
all  you  can  borrow,  and'there  will  then  be  no 
surplus  of  brains  in  the  business. 

7th.  Bealert,methodical, systematic;  have 
a  plan  and  follow  it.  The  man  who  is  to  suc- 
ceed by  careless,  slipshod,  hai)py-go-liRky 
ways  will  not  be  born  for  a  hundred  years 
yet. — Agricultural  Advertising, 


Cures 

Talk  In  favor  of  Hood's  Sarsaparilla  as  for  no 
other  medicine.  It  lias  the  greatest  record  of 
cures  of  any  medicine  in  the  world.    In  fact, 

Hood's 

Sarsaparilla 


Is  the  One 
True  Blood 
Purifier.  51. 


Hood's  Pillscuresick headache,  Indigestion. 


For  Sale. 

Having  linislit'd  liiitcliiiifr  for  iliis  season,  1  will  sell 
the  slock  1  have  l)re<l  from  in  lots  to  suit.  Must  be 
sold  to  make  room  for  the  youujjsters. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(Brown  E^tk  Strain;  '*  the  business  fowl  ot  the 
19lli  century.") 

White  Wyandottes, 

(Brown  Eg^'.  ProHlic  Laying  Slock.) 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 

BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT,  50  cents. 

Proiitable  Poullry  Farming,  2.5  cents. 

A  Living  from  Poultry,  2.5  ct-iits. 

Money  in  Hens,  25  cents. 

Till-  four  IjDoks  for  $1.00.  Address 
MICHAKL  K.  BOYEK,  Hanimonton,  N.  J. 


{poultry  I 

SUPPLIESj 


OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Bone  Cutters,  Incubators, 
_  Crushed  Oyster  Shells  and  other  Grits, 

■ (iround  Meat  Meals,  Beef  Sei  aps,  Bone, 
_  Drinkins;  Fountains,  Feedinfc  Pans, 
Poultry  Netting,  Condition  Powder,  etc. 


Cut  Clover  Hay 

lloady  for  use, 

At  $2  per  lOO  pound  Sack. 

Lar^rc  iUuslrated  CataIo>;ue  free. 

HARVEY  SEED  CO., 

17  &19  EUicott  St.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 


THE  IMPROVED 


VICTOR 

INCUBATOR 

^*<Hatches  Chickens   by  Steam 
^Absolutely  Melf-resulacinff. 
The  simplest,   most  reliable, 
and  cheapest  first-class  Hatcher 
in  the  market.   Circulars  free. 
GEO.  ERTEJL  CO.,  Quincy,IlI. 

ire]  Pip.  HOGfis 

t>cU'tiliHcally  inaled.  and  bred  fur  eirir  protluolion. 
Bred  by  single  niaiin^'  system,  and  tbeir  health  not 
undermined   by   iubn-cdniir.    "Health,  Vigor  and 

Ej-'LTs,"  it-  my  motto.   ralal(i.:riie  free. 


A.  W.  McCALLUM, 

Sibley.  Iowa. 


Eggs  are  cash  every  day  in  the  year.  It  is 
not  so  with  all  products.  Better  by  far 
increase  the  output  of  cash  products  than  to 
spend  time  growing  an  uncertainty.— 
£xchanye. 


Dui-k  Eir^L's  S7  per  100.    Imnibatur  Eirvs  $4  Dcr  1(0 

LAYWELL,  POLLTKV  FAKM, 
K.  Arnngliiii.  Siipt.  LynJouville,  Vt. 


Complete  set,  withftin 

instructions,  post-paij, 
on  receipt  of  ?2..=>0.  2S  p. 
Capon  Book  frve  for  2<\ 
stmup.  Poultrj-  Marker. 
S5c.   Koup  Syringe,  lye 


CAPON 


Gape-Worm  Extractor, 
•i5c.  Remit  by  Moiiev 
Onler  or  registered  letter. 
G.  I'.  PILLING &SONS, 
!£;!)  C'allowhill  .'Street 

PUilaUelpUia,  Pa. 
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Reliable  Blarket  Wanted. 

"  Please  inform  us,"  writes  a  nortbern  Iowa 
correspondent,  "  where  we  can  fintl  a  reliable 
market  for  poultry  and  eggs.  Eggs  are  down 
to  eight  cents  per  dozen  now,  (March  30)  and 
there  is  no  market  at  all  for  them  here  iu 
summer."' 

What  our  correspondent  wants  is  just  what 
all  farmers  and  all  producers  are  searching 
for,  and  are  badl.v  in  need  of  just  at  this  time. 
Between  the  producer  of  eggs  and  the  con- 
sumer there  stand  the  country  storekeeper,  the 
railroads,  the  city  commission  man  and  the 
city  storekeeper,  and  each  takes  his  toll.  The 
railroad  charges  the  same  rate  on  eight  cent 
egg-*  as  on  twenty-live  cent  eggs,  and  the  com- 
mission men  charge  the  same  percentage,  and 
the  storekeepers  twice  as  much  on  the  lower 
priced  article  as  on  the  higher.  By  the  lime 
the  eight  cent  eggs  reach  the  consumer  through 
"the  regular  channels  of  trade",  they  have 
become  twenty  cent,  or  perhaps  twenty-tive 
cent  eggs.  One-half  of  the  price  paid  by  the 
consumer  would  afford  the  producer  a  fair 
remuneration,  if  he  coulil  get  it;  but,  to  get  it, 
is  where  the  difficulty  comes  in. 

It  would  require  a  knowledge  little  short  of 
omniscient  on  our  part  to  safely  advise  our 
many  thousand  readers  where  they  could  each 
find  a  reliable  market.  We  can  only  speak  iu 
general  terms  to  our  Iowa  friend,  and  others 
may  find  suggestive  hints  iu  what  is  said. 

Our  correspondent  is  near  a  town  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  inhabitants  and  on  a 
railroad  leading  to  many  small  cities,  and  to 
Chicago,  about  three  hundred  miles  distant. 
Surely  there  is  at  least  one  man  in  that  town 
with  gumption  and  enterprise  enough  to 
build  up  a  paying  business — buying  and  ship- 
ping poultry  products  to  Chicago  and  other 
markets,  and  at  the  same  time  help  the  farm- 
ers. If  fifty  or  a  hundred  farmers  will  co-op- 
erate with  such  a  man,  and  agree  to  furnish 
only  fresh  eggs,  and  healthy,  well  fed  poultry, 
neatly  prepared,  they  will  make  a  market  for 
themselves.  Shipments  should  be  made  twice 
a  week,  and  only  strictly  fresh  eggs  should  ever 
be  forwarded,  and  unsightly  and  unwholesome 
stock  should  not  be  handled.  It  is  useless  to 
disguise  the  fact  that  many  city  people  look 
upon  eggs  and  poultry  with  feelings  of  suspi- 
cion, if  not  disgust.  That  they  are  not  to  be 
blamed  anyone  can  see  who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  visit  a  large  city  market  where  the 
supplies  are  received. 

The  business  of  collecting  and  forwarding 
such  supplies  is  badly  in  need  of  reformation, 
and  it  is  evident  that  the  country  storekeeper 
and  the  average  country  dealer  will  not  reform 
it.  The  farmers  can  do  it  if  they  will  co-oper- 
ate on  the  line  we  have  suggested.  Here  is 
work  for  farmers'  clubs  and  granges.  It  is 
certainly  as  important  to  co-operate  in  selling 
as  it  is  in  buying.  There  is  always  a  market 
for  a  stated  supply  of  choice  and  fancy  eggs 
and  poultry.  The  market  is  overloaded  and 
broken  down  at  times  with  the  mass  of  stale 
eggs  and  cull  stock  forwarded  from  miscella- 
neous sources  in  the  regular  channels  of  trade. 
An  individual,  or  a  half  dozen  poultry  keep- 
ers, are  forced  to  let  their  products  go  into 
this  channel,  no  matter  how  superior  they 
may  be  to  the  average  mass.  A  large  number 
by  combining  and  selecting  a  shipping  agent, 
could  establish  a  brand  and  secure  a  select 
and  paying  trade.  By  shipping  in  quantity 
the  products  could  be  graded  as  to  quality, 
neatly  and  uniformly  packed,  and  the  best 
rates  obtained  from  public  carriers,  thus 
securing  better  prices  and  economy  in  hand- 
ling. A  shipper  with  a  large  graded  stock  at 
the  place  of  production  has  also  a  wider 
market  at  his  command,  and  can  get  orders 
from  diti'erent  cities  in  advance  of  shipment, 
and  thus  avoid  paying  commissions  to  one  of 
the  many  middlemen  and  the  expense  of  at 
least  one  transfer. 

The  question  as  to  which  city  or  town  will 
afford  the  best  market,  each  community  must 
decide  for  itself  after  considering  its  location, 
railroad  facilities,  and  the  demand  and  prices 
in  the  several  markets.  It  often  happens  that 
a  small  town  a  few  miles  away,  because  of 
some  peculiar  business  surroundings,  will 
att'ord  a  more  profitable  market  for  a  limited 
supply  than  a  large  city.  Such  opportunities 
should  not  be  overlooked. — Exchange. 

Poultry  is  a  money  making  business  when 
business  principles  are  followed  closely  in 
evei'y  detail. — Exchawje. 


Practical  Poultry  Keeping  in  Australia. 

Australia,  like  all  rapidly  developing  coun- 
tries, is  an  object  lesson  in  progressive  ways. 
Women  and  poultry  may  be  said  to  belong 
together:  but  it  is  Australia  that  shows  us  a 
woman  writing  poultry  bulletins  for  the  gov- 
ernment. 

One  such  paiBphlpt,  recently  put  forth,  the 
work  of  Mrs.  L.  Eaw'sou,  seems  a  rather 
curious  agglomeration  of  wisdom  iu  chunks 
and  of  personal  whimsies.  That  Mrs.  Rawson 
is  both  a  woman  who  thinks  and  a  woman  of 
experience,  is  plain  from  her  work  ;  that  she 
is  also  a  woman  who  often  thinks  differently 
from  most  of  those  who  have  experience,  is 
also  patent. 

In  a  climate  like  that  of  Australia,  it  goes 
without  saying  that  many  of  the  working 
principles  must  be  different  from  those  which 
we  of  the  northern  states  have  imbibed.  In 
referring  to  choice  of  breed,  and  to  certain 
breeds  which  do  fairly  well,  while  others  are 
wonderful  money  makers,  the  essayist  says  : 
"  Fairly  well  is  not  good  enough  for  the  poul- 
try farmer."  This  is  certainly  a  mouthful  that 
will  pay  for  thorough  mastication,  by  those 
north  and  south,  east  and  west.  It  is  no  more 
true  in  the  latitude  25°  of  north  east  Australia 
than  it  is  in  the  latitude  45°  of  Maine  and 
Dakota. 

In  the  hottest  parts  (for  Australia  reaches 
to  within  10  degrees  of  the  equator)  Games 
and  Malays  are  the  only  breeds  recommended  ; 
and,  except  in  the  cooler  portions  of  the 
colony,  all  feather  legged  breeds  are  to  be 
let  severely  alone.  Even  the  heavy  crest  of 
the  pretty  Houdan  is  cried  down,  as  affording 
a  harbor  for  vermin,  and  conducing  to 
apoplexy.  The  Langshan  is  excepted  from 
the  ban  put  on  feathered  legs,  but  we  are  left 
to  devise  a  reason  for  this. 

The  heat  is  so  great  in  these  districts  under 
the  equator  that  on  many  of  the  largest  farms 
all  the  stock  roosts  at  will  in  the  trees.  On 
others,  there  are  many  small  wire  enclosures 
about  single  trees.  A  banyan  tree  makes  a 
capital  roosting  place,  says  Mrs.  Rawson  ;  but 
even  in  Queensland,  a  shed  giving  shelter  ou 
the  windy  side  is  thought  better  than  "all  out 
doors." 

The  ideal  poultry  farm  described  consists  of 
six  acres,  two  being  devoted  to  dv^'elling, 
garden,  orchard,  etc.,  one  to  main  poultry 
houses  and  run,  the  rest  to  growing  supplies 
iu  the  shape  of  corn,  oats,  pumpkins,  millet, 
and  other  food  products;  this  because  best 
returns  demand  that  most  of  the  food  be 
grown  on  the  farm ;  but  all  sorts  of  poultry 
farms  might  be  run  to  advantage  if  people 
would  be  content  with  a  livinij  instead  of 
expecting  to  make  a  fortune.  The  octagonal 
house,  boards  up  four  feet,  wire  netted  thence 
to  the  roof,  and  with  hinged  drop  shutters 
making  a  veranda  cover  iu  mild  weather  and 
a  close  house  during  rains  and  winds,  is  the 
favorite  for  this  hot  region.  Nests  are  to  be 
outside  the  house,  and  as  it  is  really  nothing 
more  than  a  roosting  room,  eighty  layers  will 
occupy  it.  With  eighty  head  of  young  grow- 
ing market  stock  always  in  the  orchard,  it  is 
figured  out  that  this  farm  will  turn  in  above 
$1500  a  year.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
this  is  an  all-the-year-round  climate,  and  that 
poultry  rearing  is  to  be  the  main  business  of 
the  place. 

One  or  two  suggestions  as  to  makeshifts 
may  be  worth  a  moment's  thought.  A  sapling 
fence,  made  precisely  like  panels  of  rail  fence, 
is  said  to  be  a  capital  shift  in  the  place  of  wire 
netting.  Rabbits,  so  distressingly  plentiful  in 
Australia,  are  an  excellent  substitute  for 
ground  meats  as  poultry  food  ;  this  leads  to  the 
thought  that  poultry  keeping  and  rabbit  rais- 
ing might  be  combined  profitably  here,  with 
this  object  in  view.  This  provided  there  were 
no  better  market  for  the  rabbits. 

Dried  and  smoked  pohltry  is  referred  to  as 
an  excellent  food.  This  is  an  idea  that  might 
prove  really  valualile  on  our  farms,  where 
there  is  often  such  a  lack  of  meat,  other  than 
pork,  ready  for  consumption.  "  Rather  than 
keep  surplus  stock  eating  their  heads  ofl'  and 
growing  old  and  tough,  kill  them, and  dry  and 
smoke  them.  Smoked  duck  might  almost  be 
called  the  staple  food  in  some  parts  of  China, 
and  smoked  fowl  is  equally  good.  I  believe  1 
am  the  only  person  who  ever  dried  and  smoked 
poultry  in  the  colonies;  but  the  process  is 
extremely  simple;  anyone  can  do  it,  and  there 


is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  become  a  uni- 
versal custom,  and  smoked  poultry  a  market- 
able product,  just  as  smoked  lish  is." 

That  everything  depends  ou  getting  a  good 
strain  of  fowls,  is  a  cardinal  principle  iu  Aus- 
tralia, as  everywhere.  An  experiment  with 
regard  to  the  possibilities  of  inbreeding 
showed,  in  four  years,  eggs  decreased  iu  size 
nearly  one-half,  and  birds  from  Black  Red 
Games  reaching  only  the  size  of  bantams. 
New  roosters  every  year  or  two  are  considered 
to  be  a  necessity.  The  practical  poultry 
keeper  will  do  well  to  get  new  blood  every 
twelve  months.  Small  size,  infertility,  lazy 
actions,  crooked  chickens,  and  crooked  breasts 
are  all  mentioned  as  signs  of  inbreeding  and 
constitutional  weakness.  Breeding  up  is  as 
easy  as  bi'eeding  down,  if  the  right  methods 
are  used.  Two  years  will  transform  a  flock 
of  mongrels  into  one  of  handsome  half-breds, 
with  little  expense. 

A  side  light  on  fei-tility  of  eggs  is  given  in 
connection  with  turkeys.  That  one  mating 
fertilizes  a  whole  clutch  of  eggs,  is  asserted, 
and  the  fact  that  the  mating  takes  place  an 
entire  month  before  the  turkey  begins  to  lay 
makes  no  diflereuce,  either  in  proportionate 
fertility  or  in  strength  of  germ  of  the  later 
eggs. 

Good  health,  good  laying  powers,  and  good 
size  are  the  three  great  points  to  be  considered 
in  breeding  stock;  but  so  trivial  a  cause  as 
dirty  eggs  is  often  to  blame  for  unhealthy 
chicks,  in  Mrs.  Rawson's  opinion.  A  dirty 
egg  will  not  hatch  a  healthy  chicken,  she 
affirms.  The  weakly  chickens  in  a  clutch  are 
the  result  of  stale  eggs,  as  a  rule.  The  chicken 
in  a  t'liin  shelled  egg  seldom  has  strength  to 
come  out,  even  if  the  egg  is  fortunate  enough 
to  not  be  broken. 

Mrs.  Rawson  gives  her  formula  for  an  ideal 
feed.  There  seem  no  special  points  about  it 
adapting  it  to  a  hot  climate.  It  consists  of 
two  parts  bread  crumbs,  two  parts  any  kind 
of  meal  or  bran,  one  part  oat  meal,  one  part 
wheat  or  cracked  corn.  This  is  to  be  moistened 
with  skimmed  milk,  and  twice  a  week  one 
part  of  meat  is  to  be  added.  The  principle 
underlying  this  ration  seems  to  be  variety, 
with  combination  of  cooked  and  raw  food. 
The  future  value  of  the  chick  all  depends  on 
the  treatment  it  gets  while  young,  according 
to  Mrs.  Rawson,  and  she  affirms  that  most  of 
the  deaths  among  the  young  stock  cau  be 
traced  to  eating  fermented  food,  cheesy  soured 
milk  being  equal  to  poison.  Doubtless  this  is 
more  surely  true  iu  a  very  hot  climate  than 
elsewhere.  Boiled  corn  is  referred  to  as  good 
for  a  change,  and  as  a  capital  thing  to  start  the 
hens  laying  when  they  have  been  some  time 
idle. 

Among  jgoiuts  nuide  by  Mrs.  Rawson,  are 
several  which  would  cause  some  to  nominate 
her  a  crank.  Oyster  shells,  she  asserts,  do  not 
furnish  lime  for  the  egg  shells,  though  they  are 
excellent  as  grit.  The  impression  that  oyster 
shells  must  be  fed  to  fowls  or  they  will  lay 
soft  shelled  eggs  is  pronounced  a  fallacy.  ^'All 
soft  eggs  may  be  put  down  to  an  overfat  con- 
dition." "With  regard  to  feeding  meat  to  the 
hens,  it  does  not  do  for  the  breeding  stock,  as 
it  reduces  the  fertility  of  the  eggs."  The 
state  of  affairs  iu  our  own  yards  this  year 
would  prove  a  very  poor  bolster  for  Mrs. 
Rawsou's  argument,  as  we  have  never  before 
had  eggs  so  universally  fertile,  and  the  fowls 
are  well  supplied  with  meat.  As  a  contribu- 
tion to  the  dispute  over  contamination,  Mrs. 
Rawson  -asserts  that  the  mere  fact  of  two  very 
opposite  breeds  occupying  yards  divided  only 
by  wire  netting,  and  seeing  each  other  daily 
may  affect  the  progeny  for  the  wor.se.  Though 
insisting  on  fresh  drinking  water,  our  frier.d 
living  under  the  equator  affirms  that  chicks  do 
not  drink  very  often  between  times.  If  this 
be  the  case  with  Australian  chickens,  they 
certainly  differ  very  widely  from  our  own. 

Many  a  careful  Martha  has  been  reduced 
almost  to  despair  because  some  carefully 
watched  sitter  had  the  bad  habit  of  rolling 
some  of  her  eggs  out  of  the  nest  as  she 
went  ofi';  but  our  Australian  bulletin  maker 
declares  that  a  hen  will  throw  out  bad  eggs, 
and  that  she  will  leave  infertile  or  addled  eggs 
unturned  at  the  edge  of  the  nest. 

Fanciers,  as  well  as  practical  poultry  farm- 
ers are  advised  to  sell  their  roosters  every 
year,  but  buying  always  better  birds ;  thei  e  is 
a  fashion  in  poultry  which  one  must  keep  up 
with.  Eggs,  however,  are  not  to  be  sold  from 
any  pen  until  the  second  year,  in  order  that 


one  may  always  be  a  year  iu  advance  of  his 
customers  with  exhibition  birds.  Cockerels 
may  better  be  sold  at  half  price  in  the  market 
the  first  year,  than  to  a  possible  rival  exhibitor. 
All  this  hardly  seems  to  accord  with  the  advice 
to  sell  off  the  roosters  every  year.  "If  your 
birds  do  not  take  prizes,  say  nothing  about  it; 
but  when  they  do  take  prizes,  be  sure  to 
advertise  and  talk  about  the  fact,"  is  as 
shrewdly  applicable  here  as  in  Australia. 
Cranford,  N.  J.  Myra  V.  Norys. 

When  to  Buy  Breeding  Geese. 

It  may  be  a  good  time  to  impress  those 
intending  to  take  up  goose  raising  that  the 
be^t  time  to  order  breeding  liirds  is  early  in 
the  spring  or  summer.  There  are  not  many 
goose  breeders,  in  the  east  at  least,  that  raise 
large  flocks  and  sell  breeding  stock  dui  ing  fall 
and  winter. 

They  have  little  idea  of  the  num'oer  of  buy- 
ers that  may  be  reached,  or  of  the  large  trade 
that  may  be  secured  by  advertising.  Their 
stock  is  usually  known  to  few  outside  of  their 
neighborhood,  and  the  chance  of  selling  breed- 
ing birds  to  those  few,  for  as  much  as  they 
bring  dressed,  is  so  uncertain  that  they  have 
found  it  more  profitable  to  sell  the  goslings  to 
fattcners  for  §1  or  4)1.25  when  six  or  eight 
weeks  old,  or  fat  and  put  them  on  the  market 
in  June  themselves.  Fine  goslings  well  fatted 
and  nicely  dressed  weighing  from  eight  to  ten 
pounds,  will  bring  previous  to  July  4th, 
twenty-five  to  thirty-five  cents  per  pound  in 
New  York  and  Boston.  Like  chicken  roasters, 
they  sell  for  more  money  at  this  age  than  if 
kept  until  fall,  when,  although  larger,  the 
price  is  usually  about  half  as  much  per  pound. 

The  purchaser  who  waits  until  fall  before 
he  attempts  to  secure  young  stock  will  gener- 
ally find  that  all  butthe  late  hatched  or  inferior 
specimens  have  been  dressed.  Therefore  to 
secure  them  it  is  well  to  order  before  July, 
and  have  them  delivered  when  desired. 

Old  geese  that  have  been  tested  as  breeders 
arc  the  most  valuable,  and  one  is  fortuuate  if 
he  can  buy  such,  even  at  a  pretty  good  figure. 
Owners  are,  however,  usually  unwilling  to 
part  with  well  tested  and  profitable  breeders 
that  may  be  depended  upon  for  many  years. 
Often  it  is  the  old  birds  found  to  be  unprofita- 
ble that  are  ofl'ered  for  sale. 

Whether  young  or  old  birds  are  bought, 
they  should  be  secured  and  mated  as  early  as 
possible,  that  they  may  become  accustomed 
to  their  surroundings  and  feel  perfectly  at 
home  long  before  their  breeding  season,  which 
commences  in  February.  If  changed  from 
one  place  to  another  after  January  1st,  they 
may  not  do  well  that  season— and  as  a  rule 
they  do  better  the  third  year  they  are  on  a 
place  than  the  second. 

Samuel  Cushman. 

CREAM  SEPaRSTORS. 

De  Laval  "Alpha"  and  "Baby  "Separators, 
First— Best— Cheapest.    All  Styles— Sizes. 

Prices,  $50  to  SSOO. 

Save  ffilO  per  cow  per  year.   Send  lor  Catalog. 

THE  OE  LAVAL  SEPARATOR  CO. 


EANDOLPII  &  CANAL  STS., 

CHICAGO.   


74  COKTLANDT  ST., 

NEW  YOKK. 


The  only  reliable  Lotion  positively  preventing 
Flies,  Gnats  and  Insects  of  every  description 
from  anuoyinq- Horses  and  Cattle.  Soothing  and 
Healingif  applied  to  sores.  Applied  to  cows  it 
secures  gains  in  Flesh  and  Milk.  Guaranteed 
Pure,  Harmless  and  Effective.  Gallon  Can,  «1..50; 
}^  Gallon  |1  00 ;  Quarts,  50c.  Beware  of  imitat- 
ions.   


BLACK     AND  WHITE. 

At  Utica,  N.  Y.,  in  strong  competition,  niy  birdf 
won  four  Brst,  five  second,  three  thiid,  five  tourtt 

INCUBATORS 

The  OLENTANGY  Incubator 
has  proved  to  be  the  best.  Have 
taken  pri/.e  after  prize.  Brood- 
ers only  S5-00.  Before  buying 
elsewhere,  send  for  free  de- 
scription and  teBtimonialB. 
Also  breeder  of  40  varieties  of 
high-class  poultry.   IIU  yards. 
._i£=«  lio  houses.  Address 

^>UJ9  G.  S.  SmaER,  CardiDQton,  0. 
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l"ujust   Oisfriiiiiuntioiis  of  tlio  Soorp 
I'artl. 

The  ivore  card  is  an  uuju$t  iliscriiuiuator. 
By  il*  iiH-ans  it  is  po^silile  for  an  inferior 
s}>e«-iiuen  to  win  over  a  naturtilly  N  tter  one. 
Xow,  let  us  si-e.  To  l>etter  iliii>trate  the 
lueaniu^,  the  writer  will  crive  three  or  four 
in*tam-«>,  which  we  trust  will  amply  illus- 
tnte  the  thuu,:;ht  we  wish  to  tiriiiic  oul. 

At  the  l>e;rinnin!;  of  the  stasou  the  writer 
pun-hasetl  a  line  male  speviuieu  of  a  cei  t;iin 
variety  which  we  are  somewhat  interesU-il  in. 
After  Itrvoilins:  bim  we  expected  to  put  him 
iu  the  show  room  next  winter.  AVe  were 
careful  with  him  ami  inteniletl  to  continue  so 
-with  that  end  iu  view.  Some  time  in  March 
be  mot  with  a  liltle  accident.  The  casualty 
was  sliiiht,  but  quite  sulBcient.  By  some 
iue:ins,  which  were  entirely  unknown  to  us, 
and  which  the  writer  is  unaMe  to  account  for 
even  yet,  the  bird  lost  two  little  nicks  out  of 
the  fr»>ut  of  his  wattles.  The  memliers  have 
lieale»l.  and  with  the  exception  of  the  two 
little  notches,  which  possibly  extend  into  the 
e»l^  of  the  wattles  a  fifth  of  an  inch, he  is  just 
as  irood  as  he  ever  was :  but  next  winter  when 
he;;roos  iutcLthe  show  room,  what  will  be  the 
result?  For  those  slight  blemishes  he  will 
suffer  a  .M-ore  card  cut  of  from  a  point  to  two 
points,  Mccordiuir  to  the  idea  of  the  jrentleman 
who  does  the  judging.  Now,  let  us  go  a  little 
further  with  this  idea  and  see  how  it  may 
tenninate.  The  w  riler  will  draw  a  little  upon 
his  im:ii;ination  for  the  sake  of  illu>tr.iting  the 
Doint  we  wi>h  to  make. 

Four  men,  A,B,  C,  P,  enter  stock  at  the 
sfctte  show.  A  shows  a  bird  blemished,  as  we 
have  just  descinl>ed  above.  The  specimen  gets 
a  score  of  92,  cut  14  points  for  notches  iu 
watlles.  This  is  not  overdrawn.  We  have, 
however,  a  worse  cut  for  a  less  defect.  The 
binls  of  the  remaining  exhibitors  are  shown 
iu  their  best  uatunil  condition,  and  s.-ore  93, 
Oii,  an.l  n-i^.  AVhat  is  the  result?  It  is  simply 
thi<.  A"s  binl.  which  is  naturally  the  liest 
bird  in  the  lot,  an<l  in  its  U'st  nattinl  condi- 
tion would  score  O.T.J  points,  must  stand  a  cut 
of  l-i  points,  which,  according  to  the  scores 
throws  him  into  fourth  place.  Birds  that  are 
naturally  inferior  take  l>t,  2nd  and  3rd. 

Let  us  take  another  illustration.  Here  are 
two  Light  Brahma  c(K-ks  shown  by  A  and  B. 
The  former  is  an  old  timer;  the  latter  is  an 
exhibitor  of  less  experience.  Both  cocks 
score  92  points.  By  the  decision  of  the  judge 
A  takes  1st,  B  2nd.  S<i  far  so  gootl.  Xow  let 
us  look  at  the  birds.  B"s  specimen  Is  shown 
in  good  breeding  condition.  He  has  a  twelve 
ptiund  frame,  and  is  honestly  worth  92  points. 
A"s  bird  has  a  frame  good  for  a  lOj  pound 
specimen,  l)ut  through  the  extra  ex[ier:ence 
of  his  owner  he  is  weighed  in  at  stamlard 
weight.  B's  bird  scores  92  points  in  good 
ordinary  breeding  condition.  A's  cock  scores 
69  points  as  a  breeding  bird,  two  more  points 
because  of  the  "  heu's  oil"  on  his  intestines, 
and  another  point  for  a  gizzard  full  of  well 
chopped  beef.  Both  co<;ks  score  92  points. 
Which  is  your  choice? 

Here  is  another.  A  and  B  enter  two  Black 
Minorcas.  To  the  experienced  eye,  as  an  all 
around  breeding  bird,  B's  specimen  is  easily 
l)est.  Both  birils  score  91  points.  A's  cock- 
erel is  in  its  l>est  natural  condition.  B"s  cock- 
erel is  less  fortunate.  One  evil  day  he  broke 
from  his  yard  and  in  a"  scrap  "  lost  the  greater 
part  of  the  spike  on  the  front  of  his  comb. 
Later  he  wanders  into  a  scythe,  which  some 
careless  person  has  left  around.  The  result  is 
he  loses  a  toe  nail  and  part  of  the  toe.  For 
the  first  he  is  cut  1  aud  fur  the  second  a  half 
point,  or  he  loses  1^  points.  Yet  he  ties  A's 
specimen  at  91.  Had  he  never  met  with  an 
accident  he  would  have  got  92^.  Here  again 
we  have  an  inferior  specimen  tying  the  score 
of  a  much  better  bird  simply  because  the 
better  of  the  two  has  been  a  little  unfortunate. 
Xot  only  Joes  he  tie  the  score,  but  stunds  a 
reasonably  good  chance  to  win  above  him. 

We  will  give  justone  more  illustration  to 
further  illustrate  the  point.  Two  years  ago  a 
certain  bree<ler  of  I'lyraouth  Kocks  in  this 
state  entered  at  a  certain  show,  which  was 
judged  by  Butterfield,  and  among  other  prize.s 
won  1st  and  2nd  on  cockerels,  birds  scoring 
92  and  914  points  respectively.  A  brother  of 
'the  writer  purchased  the  2d  prize  bird,  which 
scored  91.J  points  after  being  cut  points  in 
weight.  The  bird  was  a  good  one,  as  indicated 
by  the  score  as  given  by  Buttertieltl.    He  had 


tine  Plymouth  Rock  shape,  a  good  head,  a  line 
leg.  au  extra  well  barred  w  ing,  and  one  of  the 
best  marked  t;ii!s  we  ever  saw  on  a  Barred 
Plymouth  Kock.  Later  the  same  breeder  pur- 
chaseil  the  cockerel,  w  inning  1st  at  a  score  of 
!>2.  fully  up  in  weight.  The  diflerence  between 
the  two  birds  was  remarkable.  The  only 
point  in  which  the  1st  prize  bird  cxcelUnl  the 
other  w;ts  iu  size.  His  shape  was  far  from 
being  ideal.  The  wings  were  not  as  gooil  as 
the  2nd  prize  bird.  The  diiVerence  in  tail 
barring  was  simply  incoinparablc;  especially 
were  the  dilTerences  between  the  two  birds 
noticeable  after  the  next  moult. 

At  the  time  of  scoring  the  2d  prize  bird  was 
not  as  well  developed  as  the  winner.  Had  he 
been  so  he  would  have  been  easily  a  jioint 
ahead.  Yet,  though  he  lost,  he  had  in  him 
the  making  of  a  much  better  specimen,  espe- 
cially from  a  fancier's  standpoint. 

Such  instances  as  the  above,  and  there  are 
plenty  of  them  in  every  show  room,  show  the 
unjust  discriminations  of  the  score  caul,  which 
could  aud  would  be  avoided  by  comparison 
judging.  In  such  cases  the  judge  has  no 
allernative  but  to  score  the  bird  just  as  it 
appears  before  him.  It  doesn't  matter  one 
iota  what  the  bird  has  been  or  what  he  will  be 
—  the  score  card  must  be  so  and  so. 

Take  the  first  illustratiou  the  writer  gave. 
Even  though  the  judge  knows  that  A's  bird  is 
the  better  of  the  four,  by  the  score  card  he 
must  take  fourth  place.  Take  the  next 
instance.  A  person  does  not  need  to  exercis-e 
more  than  ordinary  common  sense  to  know 
that  a  bird  at  standard  weight  in  good  breed- 
ing condition  is  better  than  an  equally  well 
marked  bird  at  standard  weight  in  marketable 
condition.  The  absurdity  in  the  third  is  all 
too  plain.  Comparison  and  au  intelligent 
judge  could  overlook  matters  that  were  clearly 
jK-cidental  and  give  the  first  prize  to  the  best 
bird.  —  C.  P.  Rkyxolus,  iu  Americ(i7i 
Fa  JiciV-r. 


Iiiiproveiiieiit  of  Live  Stock  as  a 
Life  Work. 

There  is  perhaps  no  more  interesting  work 
w  bich  can  engage  the  attention  of  man  today 
than  the  breeding  of  live  stock.  Occupying, 
as  it  does,  a  place  at  the  right  hand  of  American 
agriculture,  the  fame  of  him  who  is  eminently 
successful  in  the  improvement  of  any  breed  of 
animals  re^ts  upon  a  foundation  as  lasting  as 
the  l.-reed  itself.  The  habit  of  close  observation 
aud  keenness  of  insight  necessary  for  a  clear 
understanding  of  the  underlying  principles  of 
breeding;  clearness  of  thought  necessary  for 
the  formation  of  a  correct  ideal  of  the  type  of 
animal  one  desires  to  produce,  combined  with 
that  indomital)le  will  which  enables  him  to 
surmount  difficulties,  never  wavering  in  the 
determination  to  accomplish  what  he  has  set 
out  to  do,  is  possessed  by  few  breeders,  and 
the  most  successful  are  stimulated  by  a  genuine 
love  of  their  work. 

From  a  practical  standpoint  breeding  means 
the  improvement  of  animals  in  those  qualities 
having  a  definite  value,  as  meat,  wool,  labor  or 
milk,  and  the  degree  of  adaptability  to  one  or 
more  of  these  particular  purposes  may  be  taken 
as  the  measure  of  a  breeder's  success.  From 
this  standpoint  an  animal  should  be  considered 
not  only  as  a  machine  for  the  conversion  of  food 
into  animal  products  but  as  a  progenitor  of  the 
race.  A  thorough  knowledge,  so  far  as  possi- 
ble, of  the  laws  that  govern  reproduction,  is 
therefore  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
breeder,  aud  just  in  proportion  to  the  correct- 
ness of  the  breeders  knowledge  of  these  laws, 
his  farsightedness  and  constancy  of  purpose, 
will  success  stamp  itself  upon  his  herd  or  flock. 
These  laws  and  principles  have  to  a  large 
degree  been  ignored ,  aud  the  breeding  industry 
is  paying  the  penalty  of  these  broken  law's. 

There  is  probably  no  principle  in  breeding, 
the  full  appreciation  of  which  has  done  more 
to  secure,  not  only  improvement  in  the  indi- 
vidual, but  uniformity  of  type  in  the  breed,  than 
that  "the  characteristics  of  the  parents  are 
transmitted  to  their  ofl'spring."  So  uniform  is 
this  principle  in  its  action  that  breeders  are 
justified  in  paying  large  prices  for  breeding 
stock  of  high  individual  merit,  which  has 
descended  from  a  long  line  of  ancestry  in  which 
the  animals  were  those  of  superior  individ- 
uality. Were  it  not  for  this  law  of  heredity  no 
uniform  results  could  be  secured.  Little  im- 
provement other  than  that  produced  by  better 
methods  of  care  aud  feeding  could  be  maile. 


and  the  establishment  of  types  and  breeds 
would  be  rendered  well  nigh  impossible.  It  is 
obvious  that  the  action  of  this  law  will  be 
hastened  in  jiroportion  as  the  parents  are  alike 
in  form  and  all  other  characteristics,  and  it 
should  be  borne  in  miml  that  where  one  animal 
is  deficient  in  any  point  it  should  be  mated  with 
one  particularly  strong  in  that  point. 

When  aided  by  the  selection  of  those  ani- 
mals that  come  nearest  our  ideal,  with  judi- 
cious mating  and  good  judgment,  success  is 
almost  assured. 

When  two  different  types  of  animals  are 
mated  the  offspring  never  resembles  both 
parents  to  the  same  degree,  but  other  influ- 
ences not  yet  completely  unilerstood  assert 
themselves,  and  the  offspring  may  resemble 
one  parent  in  form  and  function  more  than  the 
other.  This  is  true  even  when  the  parents  are 
similar  in  type,  but  is  more  marked  when 
they  dilVer  somewhat  widely.  Breeders  take 
advantage  of  variations  thus  produced  to 
improve  the  standard  of  breeds,  and  to  hasten 
the  development  of  new  types,  it  being  well 
known  that  when  certain  breeds  are  mated 
the  offspring  takes  certain  characteristics  from 
one  and  others  from  the  other  parent,  with 
considerable  certainty.  But  sometimes  the 
olTspring  possesses  characteristics  not  founil  in 
either  parent.  This  may  be  a  gradual  change 
and  relate  to  form  or  function  due  to  a  change 
in  climate,  food  or  environment.  By  carefully 
noting  these  changes  aud  the  causes  of  them 
they  may  iu  a  measure  be  prevented  or  used 
to  secure  improvement. 

Untried  sires  should  be  used  cautiously,  as 
one  of  the  great  uncertainties  in  breeding  is 
that  acquired  cliaracteristics  and  original  traits 
sometimes  conflict,  and  animals  bred  for 
special  purposes  tend  to  show-  the  traits  of 
remote  ancestors.  This  is  very  undesirable, 
as  it  not  only  shows  a  lack  of  prepotency  on 
the  part  of  the  parents  but  makes  it  more 
diliicult  to  secure  uniformity.  The  only  pre- 
ventive is  to  be  sure  that  there  are  no  inferior 
auimaN  in  the  pedigree,  especially  that  of  the 
sire,  whose  inlluence  w  ill  be  felt  to  so  great  an 
extent.  Pure  bred  animals  of  inferior  quality 
are  especially  dangerous,  as  their  undesirable 
qualities  are  almost. certain  to  be  transmitted 
to  their  otVspring.  One  of  the  most  poterit 
factors  in  quickly  getting  rid  of  undesirable 
qualities  and  securing  and  rendering  perma- 
nent desirable  ones,  has  been  the  practice  of 
breedinf^  together  animals  closely  related  for 
several  generations,  thus  intensifying  their 
own  distinctive  characteristics  in  their  oil- 
spring.  When  carefully  conducteil  this 
method  has  been  a  power  for  good,  but  when 
carried  too  far,  or  without  system,  it  is  equally 
ruinous,  by  reacting  on  the  system  as  a  whole 
and  especially  in  impairing  the  constitution 
and  reproductive  powers. 

JIuch  diff'erence  exists,  not  only  between 
breeds  but  between  individuals  of  the  same 
breed,  as  to  the  certainty  with  which  they 
transmit  their  own  characteristics  to  their  off- 
spring. For  this  reason  animals  which  trans- 
mit their  own  good  qualities  with  certainty 
through  several  generations  are  invaluable  as 
breeders,  and  their  offs|)ring  is  usually  a  much 
safer  investment  than  the  descendants  of  ani- 
mals not  possessed  of  this  desirable  quality. 
This  power  strengthens  with  the  length  of  the 
period  during  which  they  have  been  bred  pure, 
and  depends  largely  upon  the  vigor  of  the 
animal.  So  great  a  factor  in  the  improvement 
of  stock  is  prepotency  that  many  of  our  most 
popular  families  have  originated  from  single 
animals.  The  number  of  animals  that  are 
prepotent  to  a  large  degree  are  few,  and  in 
purity  of  breed  and  indications  of  bodily  vigor 
we  have  the  only  guaranty  of  its  presence  in 
an  untried  sire. 

The  fact  that  many  of  our  most  noted  show 
animals  are  barren  shows  that  care  must  be 
taken  to  avoiil  weakening  the  reproductive 
organs.  Animals  kept  in  medium  condition, 
when  fed  aud  exercised  regularly,  breed  w  ith 
greater  regularity,  bear  more  abundantly,  aud 
their  young  are  more  vigorous  than  when  they 
have  been  kept  fle^hy  and  without  exercise. 
Those  influences  which  tend  toproducea  large 
flow  of  milk  arc  favorable  to  the  activity  of 
the  breeding  pow  ers. 

Improvement  of  any  quality  conies  most 
quickly  when  all  the  energies  of  the  system 
are  concentrated  in  one  direction.  But  there 
is  a  relation  between  form  and  fuuction  on 
account  of  which  two  or  more  diflerent  quali- 
ties may  be  improved  at  the  same  time.  A 


thoi-ough  understiuidingof  this  co-relationship 
is  of  great  practi<-al  utility,  as  a  knowledge  of 
the  form  gives  a  valual)le  means  of  iudging  of 
the  qualities  hidden  from  view. 

Success  in  breeding  from  a  practical  stand- 
point means  the  improvement  of  those  (piali- 
ties  most  useful,  with  reference  to  the  work  to 
be  done,  and  that  economically.  This  can  be 
obtained  only  by  so  mating  the  animals  bred 
as  to  correct  in  the  ofl'spring  the  defects  in  the 
parents,  so  feeding  ami  caring  for  tliem  as  to 
give  them  every  opportunity  for  develonment, 
and  being  able  to  so  feel  with  them  as  to  antici- 
pate their  every  want,  remembering  that 
improvement  conies  only  as  the  result  of 
selection,  feeding  and  care,  and  when  once 
attained  can  be  maintaincil  in  no  other  way. — 
S.  I.  Mi  itpiiv,  in  NdtiniKil  Stucliniin  unit 
Farmer. 
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The  Utility-Beauty  Question  Again. 

A  Few  Keplles  to  Editor  Curtis'  Latest 
Screed. 


As  Mr.  Arnold  Sees  It. 

I  notice  in  June  Eeliable  Poultry  Journal 
Mr.  Curtis'  reply  to  the  article,  "Is  Curtis 
Going  Our  Way?"'  in  FARM-roULTRY  of 
April  15tb.  The  frequent  use  of  the  name, 
"John,"  is  probably  an  attempt  at  patronizing 
wit.  I  think  his  greatest  mistake  is  in  wish- 
ing to  make  Mr.  Robinson  occupy  the  ground 
that  he  is  for  mongrels.  It  appears  that  Mr. 
Curtis  cannot  see  the  difference  between  full 
bloods  bred  for  utility  and  those  bred  for 
show ;  he  must  compare  a  show  bird  with  a 
mongrel,  that  is  so  far  as  it  suits  his  purpose, 
and  seems  to  take  the  ground  that  a  full  blood 
must  be  either  a  show  bird  or  an  eye-sore. 
According  to  his  I'easoning,  breedingfor  points 
produces  the  highest  form  of  utility.  If  this 
be  true,  then  those  who  breed  for  utility  alone 
should  produce  a  large  number  of  show  birds 
— and  we  know  that  this  is  not  the  case. 

He  quotes  the  American  trotter.  There 
would  probably  be  few  horses  able  to  trot 
below  2.40  if  bred  to  a  standard  of  markings. 
^  la  the  October  15th,  1896,  Farm-Poultry,  I 
had  an  article,  a  part  of  which  I  think  might 
cover  that  point.  [The  paragraph  referred  to 
covers  the  ground  so  nicely  that  we  take  the 
liberty  of  inserting  it  here. — Ed.] 

"We  can  only  wonder  how  near  the  two 
minute  mark  the  American  trotter  would  be 
today  if  bred  to  a  standard  of  markings, 
colors,  etc., — if  a  star  in  forehead,  a  white  foot, 
the  shape  of  an  ear,  a  tail  of  certain  length,  a 
neck  of  certain  shape,  an  eye  of  certain  color, 
were  made  the  points  a  breeder  of  speed 
aimed  for  in  breeding  his  horse.  If  constitu- 
tion, staying  qualities,  disposition,  intelligence, 
soundness,  and  speed  producing  qualities  were 
thrown  to  one  side — then  the  American  trotter, 
(barring  a  chance  production),  would  be  as 
are  many  flocks  of  our  breeds  of  poultry,  poor 
performers." 

At  present  I  own  a  hen  that  laid,  beginning 
September  1st  and  ending  March  1st  follow- 
ing, one  hundred  and  eight  eggs.  This  during 
the  very  worst  months  of  the  year,  yarded  in 
a  bare  yard,  and  three  months  of  the  time 
confined  with  thirty  others  in  a  pen  10x12  feet. 
She  is  handsome,  yet  away  off  on  points.  As 
a  breeder  for  utility  I  used  her  eggs.  Would 
I  have  done  so  had  I  been  breeding  for  the 
fancy  ? 

Are  Jersey  cows  of  great  butter  records 
always  homely,  and  mongrel  looking,  though 
they  may  not  conform  to  the  standard?  Have 
Jersey  breeders  found  they  aided  butter 
records  by  breeding  wholly  for  markings? 
Would  they  discard  a  cow  as  a  breeder  that 
had  proved,  though  of  great  value  as  a  butter 
producer,  that  she  and  her  oftspring  were  unfit 
to  enter  a  show  ring? 

In  Pit  Games  we  have  another  illustration. 
Has  the  exhibition  Game  any  business  in  the 
pit  with  a  bird  bred  from  fighting  stock?  One 
is  bred  for  one  purpose,  the  other  for  another. 

The  people  Mr.  Curtis  mentions  may  have 
taken  premiums  on  dressed  poultry,  though 
Pollard  is  no  fancier;  still  that  does  not  prove 
that  they  have  a  large  number  of  such  birds, 
nor  that  practical  stock  from  good  breeders 
would  nothave  surpassed  them. 

M.  H.  Arnoi,d. 

Briar  Clifl' Farms,  Whitsons,  N.  Y. 

From  an  Iowa  Breeder  of  Twenty  iTears 
Experience. 

There  seems  to  be  quite  a  discussion  in  the 
poultry  journals  in  regard  to  the  "fancy"  vs. 
the  "  utility  "  branch  of  the  poultry  business. 
I  notice  in  June  Eeliable  Foidtry  Journal 
that  editor  Curtis  takes  issue  with  Mr.  Rob- 
inson. I  am  glad  to  say  that  from  what  I  have 
read  of  Mr.  R.'s  communications  in  Farm- 
Poultry,  he  is  more  than  able  to  hold  his  own 
with  any  of  the  strictly  fancy  advocates. 

My  own  experience  during  the  last  twenty 
years  has  fully  settled  this  matter  to  my  entire 
satisfaction.  I  bred  for  two  years  from  ordi- 
nary farm  Barred  P.  Rocks.  Then  I  bought 
a  trio  from  a  celebrated  Illinois  breeder,  which 
cost  me  §29. 50.  I  bred  them  in  line  for  three 
years,  and  had  some  nice  feathered  birds, 
yellow  leg!?  and  beaks,  but  not  so  good  for 
either  eggs  or  meat,  and  lacking  in  vigor.  I 
bought  eggs  from  various  breeders  with  mixed 
results.  Then  coi-nmenced  to  pick  out  and 
breed  from  niy  best  layers  and  most  vigorous 


males,  and  succeeded  in  getting  together  a 
flock  that  would  delight  anyone;  but  about 
1888  "the  craze  "  struck  me  again  and  I  sent 
to  New  York  and  bought  a  pair,  paying  $38.00 
for  the  two. 

I  put  them  in  a  half-acre  pasture  lot  where 
there  was  plenty  of  clover.  As  I  used  a  Mann 
bone  cutter  I  gave  those  birds  extra  care.  I 
will  say  the  eggs  hatched  well,  but  neither  the 
parent  stock  nor  their  get  did  near  as  well  as 
my  other  flock  which  I  still  retained. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Hunter  sent  me  a 
sample  copy  of  Farm-Poultry,  and  I  had 
commenced  to  take  the  Poultry  Keeper. 
Both  of  these  papers  I  have  taken  ever  since 
with  the  American  Poultry  Journal  and  one 
or  two  others,  but  I  must  say  my  later  success 
can  be  attributed  to  the  journals  which  advo- 
cate the  utility  side  of  the  question  and  to 
Uncle  Mike  Beyer's  works  —  I  have  all  of 
them. 

I  do  not  care  one  continental  for  the  stand- 
ard as  it  is  today.  I  believe  in  pure  bred 
fowls,  but  under  no  conditions  will  I  buy 
either  eggs  or  birds  from  one  who  breeds  in 
line.  I  do  not  care  if  a  female  has  a  colored 
beak  and  a  few  dark  spots  on  the  legs  if  she 
has  the  qualities  that  make  a  good  layer  and 
meat  fowl.  Too  often  some  essential  qualifica- 
tion is  sacrificed  for  a  whim  or  fad.  The 
standard  should  bo  varied  to  read  more  liberal 
as  to  utility  qualifications,  cut  less  on  comb, 
etc.,  if  the  bird  has  a  good  full  breast  and  is 
full  of  life  and  vigor. 

I  will  say  in  conclusion  that  I  sell  neither 
stock  or  eggs,  except  to  my  neighbors.  My 
smallest  yard  contains  a  half-acre;  the  other 
three  from  one  to  five  acres.  My  houses  are 
cleaned  out  every  day.  There  are  four  of 
them,  10x30  ft.,  including  scratching  shed  and 
sleeping  room.  All  are  double  boarded.  I 
keep  from  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  layers  all  the  time.  1  have 
never  had  a  case  of  gapes  or  of  roup,  and  never 
expect  to  so  long  as  I  take  care  of  my  flock  as 
I  am  now  doing.  There  are  tons  of  dressed 
poultry  shipped  from  this  place,  both  winter 
and  summer,  to  Boston.  That  is  one  good 
reason  why  the  farmers  are  raising  good  meat 
and  egg  fowls  and  changing  males  every  year. 

Morning  Sun,  la.         T.  J.  Ochtltree. 

The  True  Status  of  the  Question,  and  Inci- 
dentally of  Mr.  Curtis. 

When,  if  ever  such  a  thing  comes  to  pass, 
the  editor  of  the  B.  P.  J.  finds  out  where  he 
is  at,  he  will  feel  as  foolish  as  a  man  who, 
singing  lustily  in  church,  suddenly  becomes 
aware  that  the  rest  of  the  congregation  are 
singing  another  hymn. 

Mr.  Curtis  assumes  that  in  taking  the  posi- 
tion he  does  he  represents  those  who  believe 
in  "  a  wise  combination  of  beauty  and  utility ;'' 
the  "leading  breeders,"  "the  intelligent 
breeders,"  "  the  men  and  women  in  America 
and  Europe  who  believe  in,  and  are  producing, 
standard-bred  poultry."  How  well  he  mis- 
represents them  may  be  seen  from  a  few  of  the 
opinions  of  some  of  those  people  who  do  know 
what  they  are  talking  about.  In  the  last  issue 
of  Farm-Poultry  were  printed  quotations 
from  Messrs  Felch  and  Sternberg,  a  re-pei-usal 
of  which  will  show  that  Mr.  Curtis  does  not 
represent  either  of  these  gentlemen.  Mr. 
Felch  is  credited  with  being  the  father  of  the 
score  card  system,  and  has  probably  done  as 
much  to  advance  the  poultry  interests  as  any 
man  in  America.  While  not  an  enthusiastic 
admirer  of  the  "  sage  of  Katick,"  I  am  not  so 
purblind  that  I  cannot  see  what  an  influence 
he  has  had  on  the  poultry  and  poultrymeu  of 
the  country.  Mr.  Curtis  assiduously  trying  to 
convince  himself  and  the  public  that  Uncle 
Isaac  is  on  the  shelf,  is  making  a  ludicrous 
blunder.  Uncle  Isaac  is  very  comfortably 
placed  in  a  seat  of  honor,  and  Curtis  is  a  child 
playing  under  his  chair.  Mr.  Curtis  talks 
thorouglihred,  talks  standard.  Mr.  Felch  is 
a  breed  maker  and  standard  maker.  To 
which  opinjon  shall  be  given  greater  value? 

Mr.  Sternberg  is  the  secretary  of  the 
American  Poultry  Association,  a  breeder  of 
strictly  high  class  exhibition  fowls,  a  fancier 
in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  term,  and  perhaps 
the  most  popular  and  influential  writer  for  the 
"  fancy  "  press  today.  His  opinions  are  radi- 
cally diftereut  from  those  of  Mr.  Curtis.  To 
which  shall  we  give  greater  importance? 

Mr.  Drevenstedt,  editor  of  the  American 
Fancier,  one  of  the  best  judges  on  the  circuit, 
and  a  breeder  of  many  j'ears  experience,  evi- 


dently does  not  agree  with  Mr.  Curtis.  [The 
extract  here  given  is  sent  by  a  correspondent. 
He  copied  it  from  a  clipping  be  had  made 
from  the  American  Fancier.  Is  imable  to 
give  the  date  of  the  paper  from  which  it  was 
taken,  but  thinks  it  was  about  Sept. — Nov., 
1895] . 

"  The  American  Fancier  is  not  an  advocate 
of  cheap  stock  or  eggs.  It  believes  a  good 
bird  worth  a  fair  price,  and  select  eggs  from 
choice  females  worth  a  great  deal  more  than 
they  bring  nine  times  out  of  ten.  Of  course 
we  speak  entirely  from  the  fanciers'  stand- 
point. We  have  nothing  whatever  to  say 
regarding  the  market  qualifications  of  fowls, 
for  flesh  and  eggs  are  not  the  goal  a  fancier 
wants  to  reach.  He  wants  feathers,  and 
while  these  can  be  obtained  to  a  limited 
extent  by  breeding  for  meat  and  eggs  also,  it 
is  a  pretty  diflicult  and  unsatisfactory  practice 
as  a  rule.  Something  is  bound  to  be  sacrificed 
in  trying  to  ride  both  horses." 

But  why  go  outside  for  opinions  which  show 
that  Mr.  C.  does  not  represent  those  whom  he 
groups  together  as  "we"?  They  are  to  be 
found  in  bis  own  paper.  AVhcu  Mr.  Curtis 
was  looking  for  a  man  to  conduct  the  "  New 
England  department"  of  the  Eeliable  Poul- 
try Journal,  his  choice  was  H.  S.  Babcock. 
It  is  fair  to  presume  that  he  considered  Mr. 
Babcock  the  man,  best  ciualified  for  the  posi- 
tion. Mr.  B.  is,  like  Mr.  Felch,  a  maker  of 
breeds  and  of  standards,  and  was  one  of  his 
co-workers  in  the  preparation  of  the  "  Philos- 
ophy of  Judging."  All  the  excerpts  here 
quoted  are  taken  from  Mr.  B.'s  department  in 
the  Eeliable  Poultry  Journal  for  August, 
1896.  Read  them  and  wonder  with  me  how 
editor  Curtis  can  keep  his  files  complete  while 
they  contain  such  heresies  as  these: 

"  Any  one  who  has  visited  our  larger  shows 
must  have  been  struck  by  the  diversity  of 
types  shown  in  many  varieties.  Take  for 
example  the  Lt.  Brahmas  at  the  Boston  show. 
Here  was  a  magnificent  class,  about  four  hun- 
dred specimens,  made  up  from  the  yards  of 
many  of  the  leading  Brahma  breeders.  Yet 
only  a  modei-ate  percentage  of  these  birds 
showed  what  we  regard  as  the  true  Brahma 
type.  .  .  .  What  is  the  explanation  of  this? 
We  believe  it  is  due  to  an  exaggerated  regard 
for  color.  .  .  .  If  a  bird  is  good  in  color  points, 
although  far  from  satisfactory  in  type  or 
shape,  it  is  used  in  the  breeding  pen.  .  .  .  ■ 

"We  never  shall  secure  anything  like 
uniformity  of  type  in  breeding  until  we  are 
released  from  our  slavish  worship  of  color. 
Shape,  or  type,  is  of  more  importance  than 
color,  and  we  must  select  our  birds  with  refer- 
ence to  that.  .  .  .  Though  we  made  use  of  the 
Light  Bi'ahma  as  an  illustration  of  diversity 
of  type  in  a  variety,  we  would  not  have  any 
one  think  that  this  grand  breed  is  a  sinner 
above  all  others.  It  would  be  a  mistake  to 
think  so.  That  excellent  fowl,  America's 
pride,  the  Barred  Plymouth  Rock,  shows  even 
more  diversity  of  type.  Perhaps  no  variety 
shows  a  greater  diversity  of  type  than  this, 
and  certainly  no  variety  has  been  more  per- 
sistently and  exclusively  mated  for  color  than 
this.  Color  has  been  made  a  fetich,  and  nearly 
all  have  bowed  down  to  it  in  unreasonable 
worship.  .  .  . 

"If  judges  cut  as  severely  for  defects  of 
shape  as  they  do  for  defects  of  color,  it  would 
not  be  long  Ijefore  breeders  would  ascertain 
the  necessity  of  breeding  for  type. 

"Can  a  fowl  be  said  to  be  thoroughbred 
when  two  matings  are  necessary  for  the  pro- 
duction of  exhibition  males  and  females?  Is 
not  such  a  subdivision  by  sex  fatal  to  the 
theory  of  being  thoroughbl-ed,  that  is,  thor- 
oughly bred?  Does  not  the  word  itself  imply 
that  the  breeding  is  such  as  to  make  the  repro- 
duction of  both  sexes  of  the  true  type  definite 
and  certain?  And  if  we  answer  yes  to  the 
last  question,  then  we  must  relegate  to  the 
class  of  fowls  not  thoroughbred  some  of  our 
most  popular  and  most  valuable  varieties." 

"  So  long  as  the  standard  decrees  one  thing 
and  nature  another  thing,  so  long  will  double 
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can  lie  engaged  to  address  Farmers'  Institutes,  (rrange 
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A  Great  Booko 

THE  POULTRY  KEEPER  ILLUSTRATOR. 

E  has  nearly  200  illustrations  and  descrip- 
tions.  No  other  book  like  it. 

Our  new  book.  The  Poultry  Keeper  Illustrator, 

Is  now  out,  at  twenty-live  eentsper  in).}  ;  but  lor  sixty 
cents  we  senil  it  u  illl  the  "  roullr\  Ki  riti-r one  \  e;tr. 
It  contains  over  forlv  illUcreiit  designs  of  poiillry 
houses  alone.  Some  of  the  illustratious  are  verj  tine, 
VVe  admit  tluit  we  have  added  many  tuts  iliaf  luive 
appeared  in  the  Poultry  Keeper,  goinsr  back  several 
years,  but  that  does  not  make  the  book  any  the  less 
valuable,  as  we  liring  them  all  together.  Tlie  following 
is  a  ))arlial  list  of  tlie  e(iul<'nts,  ami  i-\<-\\  one  is  fully 
described  in  detail,  si. mi'  ..f  Ibe  houses,  liruii.lers,  etc., 
requiring  several  illustrations  to  show  all  the  parts: 

CONTENTS. 

No.  1— A  Six  Hundreil  Hen  Farm. 

No.  2— Harris'  I'oultry  House  (two  cuts). 

No.  3— Aldrich"s  Broodei  Housi- (two  cuts). 

No.  4— Griiion's  Poultry  House  (nvocuts). 

No.  5— Incubator  and  "lli'oodi  r  1  louse. 

No.  6— Double  Poultry  House  (iwo  cuts). 

No.  7— House  for  Laying  Dui  ks. 

No.  8— Two-story  I'oullr;  House  (two  cuts). 

No.  9— Heater  and  Ventilalor  Design  (two  cuts). 

No.  10— Roomy  I'oultry  House  (two  cuts). 

Ni>.  11— Light  Poultry  House. 

No.  12— trlass  Poultry  House. 

No  13— Miller's  Combination  House  (four  cuts). 

No.  14— I'oultry  House  with  Protected  Roosts. 

No.  15— Device  for  High  Flyers  (two  cuts). 

No.  16— Poultry  House  and  Glass  Shea. 

No.  17— Poultry  House  for  Thirty  Fowls  (two  cuts). 

No.  18- Roosting  Shed. 

No.  19— Poultry  House,  Pigeon  Loft  and  Sheds. 
No.  20-House  for  One  Flock  (two  cuts). 
N0.2I— Capt.  Phillips'  Poultry  House  (two  cuts). 
No.  ?2— Two-Story  Poultry  House. 
No.  23— Comfort  I'oultry  House. 
No.  24— Cheap  Poultry  Houses  (two  cuts). 
No. 2-5— Covered  Mi.vabk'  Ituus  (fourcuts). 
No.26-I'oMlli  v   House  \\  illiW  iiigs  (twocuts). 
No.  27— Barber's  I'oultry  House  (two  cuts). 
No. '28— Double  Poultry  House  (two  cuts). 
No.  29— Boyd's  I'oultry  House  (two  cuts). 
No.  30— Poultry  House  for  Small  Flock. 
No.  31— Johnson 's  Poultry  House. 
No.32-PiMiltrv  House  U'n  City  Lol  (twocuts). 
No. 33— Poultry  II., use  Veutihilor  (two  cms). 
No.-34-Six  Angular  I'oultry  House  (twocuts). 
No,  35— House  wiih  Glass  Runs. 
No,  3t>— Byers'  Straw-Packed  Poultry-  House. 
No. -37— Brooder  House  for  One  Brood. 
No.  38— Duck  Shed. 

No,  39— Poultry  llo\ise  with  Protected  Sheds, 
No,  40— Poultry  House  and  Opm  Shed  (twocuts). 
No.41— P.Millrv  House  and  I'ti'leruealh  Runs. 
No.  42— Clougli's  Ventilator  li.r  I'oultry  House; 

And  so  on  to 
No.  108— Movable  Nest, 

All  for  twenty-five  cents— yes,  all  for  ten  cents  when 
you  subscribe  for  the  "Poultry  Keeper!  " 

You  cannot  get  another  surl'i  iliustrate.l  book  in  the 
United  States,  not  even  for  tifl}  tinit  sthe  price  of  this 
— and  a  single  design  may  save  you  many  dollars. 

It  is  pritited  on  good  i)a))er.  aud  eveiy  illustration 
has  deseri|)I  ioTi,  and  li;is  a  paper  coA  cr. 

Bear  in  uiind  that  y<iu  get  tlu  bo.,l<  uu<l  the  "Poultry 
Keeper"  for  one  year  for  sixtv'  cents.  The  "Poultry 
Keeper"  alone  is"  fifty  cents,  whirl)  makes  the  cost  of 
the  book  only  ten  cents,  the  regular  price  of  the  book 
being  twenty-five  cents. 

POULTRY  KEEPER  CO., 

Parkesburg,  Pa. 

What  Do 
Physicians  Say 

Of  Parsons'  Pills  ? 


"BestLivepPillMade" 


PositivelT  cure  BILIOUSNESS  and  SICK  HKADACHB, 
Liver  anil  Bowel  Coniplaints.  They  expel  all  impurities 
from  the  blood.  Delicate  women  find  preat  benefit  from 
using  them.  Price  25  cts.  five  $1.00.  Full  particulars  free. 
1.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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uiatiui^>  i«  pru'titfsl.  iu  onier  tb:it  art  luay 
outn'it  uauirv." 

'•  We  have  little  hope  to  see  the  faiuier 
l>r\>Ui:ht  into  greater  harmony  with  ualiire. 
The  leudenoy  of  the  faiicit^r  is  to  depart  more 
and  more  fr«m  uature.    He  is  extr«'me  or 

nothing  Vud  surJx  U'in:;  the  tendemy 

of  the  laurier.  there  is  little  hope  that  he  will 
I*  willing  to  come  back  to  nature,  (.'an  the 
kfoparj  chance  his  spots,  or  the  Ethiopian  his 
skin?  Human  nature  is  human  nature,  and 
the  fancier's  nature  is  to  love  the  extravagant, 
the  bizarre,  the  extreme.  We  do  not  condemn 
this.  We  lielong  with  the  fanciers,  are  one  of 
tbem,  and  we  know  that  iu  our  own  breeiling 
oi>erations  nie»liotrily  does  not  satisfy  us. 
Like  the  others,  we  wish  the  furthest  deveKH>- 
meut  possible.  And  vet  —  we  lielieve  that  the 
practical  as  well  as  the  fancy  has  claims  upon 
every  poultry  breeder,  and  that  iu  standard 
making  and  the  application  of  the  standaril 
the  claims  of  the  practical  should  not  be 
ignored." 

Enough  is  as  good  as  a  feast."  The  quo- 
Uitious  given  from  various  soun-es  are  sulticieut 
to  show  that  leading  fanciers  agree  with  the 
utility  men  as  to  the  condition  of  the  poultry 
iudustry  at  present.  As  far  as  1  have  set'U, 
the  Fancier's  liazette  is  the  only  paper  of  any 
influence  which  agrees  «ith  the  A'.  7'.  ./.,  and 
it  has  had  very  little  to  say  on  the  subject. 
Agreement  as  tofact-s  does  not  of  course  imply 
agreement  as  to  the  liest  course  to  pursue;  but 
I  think  very  many  of  the  fanciers  would  prefer 
to  s*-e  the  utility  men  develop  their  ideas 
along  their  own  lines,  and  leave  the '"fancy" 
to  develop  in  accordance  with  the  ttistes  of  the 
fanciers. 

Mr.  Curtis'  idea  of  what  constitutes  practical 
competition  is  amusing.  I  shall  not  discuss  it 
here  l)ecause  a  discussion  of  it  would  neces- 
sarily cover  a  niimlper  of  points  included  in  the 
outline  of  a  general  article  on  that  subjeit, 
which  I  wi>li  to  present  at  an  early  date  for 
the  consideration  of  the  practical  p>oultrynien ; 
and  l)et-ause  I  want  to  examine  somewhat 
fully  Mr.  C.'s  claims  concerning  the  utility 
rei-onls  of  standard  fowls. 

"Our  people,"  says  he,  ••  have  est:iblishcd  the 
reconl,  Itoth  for  fowKs  for  the  table  and  fowls 
to  lay  eggs.  Excel  those  records  with  vour 
\vhat-you-may-<-alI-tbem,  then  your  assertions 
will  have  weight." 

*•  Xow  who  was  it,  .John,  that  won  the 
premiums  in  the  dre>>ed  poultry  and  market 
eggs  department  at  this  bi;:  Boston  show? 
And  with  what  kind  of  poultry  were  tho>e 
premiums  won?  Tuni  to  FAiiM-l'orLTitv's 
detailed  report  of  this  show  and  you  will  tind 
that  Oakland  Farm,  Taunton,  Mass.,  breeders 
par  excellence  of  stanilard  Light  Brahraas 
and  Buff  Cochins,  and  Geo.  H.  Pollard, 
l)reeder  of  standard  White  Wyandotles  and 
White  Plymouth  Ro<-ks,  strept  the  derk, 
showing  in  this  department  standard  bred 
specimens,  and  winning,  hands  down.'' 

Like  most  of  Mr.  Curtis'  statements,  these 
are  correct  (errors  ami  omissions  excepted). 
1  have  had  my  eye  on  that  re|iort  for  some 
time,  .and  I  think  it  can  be  shown  that  it  con- 
tains "fooij  for  thought"  which  escaped  Mr. 
C.'s  attention.  With  the  exception  of  Oakland 
Farm,  the  names  of  the  exhibitors  of  fowls  iu 
the  dressed  poultry  and  egg  department  at  the 
Bo«ton  show  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence 
from  the  lists  of  competitors  for  premiums  to 
be  awarded  on  standard  merits.  The  prizes 
with  few  exceptions  went  to  the  utility  men. 
Mr.  Pollard  entered  one  breeding  yard  of 
White  Wyandottes,  w  hich  won  a  T.  H.  C. 
lies.  That  was  his  only  entry  iu  fowls  outside 
of  the  dressed  poultry  exhibit,  in  which  he 
bad  forty-five  entries.  (Xo  comment  neces- 
sary ) . 

On  poultry,  Oakland  Farm  won  three  firsts 
in  competition,  four  without  competition.  On 
Brahma  eggs  they  won  second — .lames  Rankin, 
a  utility  man,  taking  first:  and  on  Cochin  etrgs 
first  in  a  class  of  two.  This  is  not  written  for 
the  purpose  of  depreciating  the  stock  of  Oak- 
land Fann.  Everyone  knows  that  it  is  good 
stock,  that  it  deserved  the  premiums  won, 
and  that  the  Messrs.  Sharp  would  be  the  last 
men  to  make  sui  h  e.xtravagant  claims  as  Mr. 
Curtis  makes  for  their  stock.  But  this  talk  of 
sweeping  the  deck  is  all  nonsense.  The  pre- 
miums iu  the  dressed  poultry  and  egg  depart- 
jnent  were  well  distributed,  and  the  larger 
part  of  them  went  to  the  utility  men. 

To  go  back  to  Oakland  Farm  :  perhaps  Mr. 
Curtis  can  tell  as  whether  the  fowls  which 


won  were  show  birds  or  culls  for  superficial 
defects,  and  perhaps,  ^though  this  is  a  digres- 
sion ^  lie  can  tell  us  how  much  of  the  success  of 
Sharp  Bros,  is  due  to  their  not  selling  eggs  for 
hatching,  a  sin  which  in  itself"  and  by  reason 
of  several  aggravations "  is  more  heinous  in 
the  sight  of  Curtis  tlian  othei^s. 

A  more  careful  study  of  the  report  of  this 
exhibit  at  the  Boston  show  would  have  shown 
Mr.  C.  that  it  was  not  exactly  adapted  to  his 
purpose,  while  admirably  suited  to  iuine.  Let 
me  call  attention  to  some  special  features  of 
the  exhibit. 

Mr.  Travis,  who  won  three  firsts  with  one 
exhibit  of  White  Leghorn  eggs,  did  not 
exhibit  M'hite  Leghorn  fowls.  The  eggs  he 
won  with  were  laid  l)y  a  hen  of  WyckolV  pedi- 
greed laying  sto<-k.  Mr.  WyckcJV  is  a  utility 
man.  (See  his  ad.  in  K.  P.  J.)  Rush 
\'aughan  won  second  on  heaviest  ilozen  hens' 
eggs;  Mack,  third;  Rankin  fourth  and  fifth. 
Those  names  sound  familiar.  Rankin  won 
first  on  best  dozen  Bnihma  eggs;  also  on  best 
ilozcn  P.  Rock  eggs.  On  best  dozen  Wyan- 
ilolte  eggs,  Mack  won  first  and  second ;  and 
on  •*  best  dozen  eggs  of  any  other  pure  bred 
variety,"  Bullintou  won  second  with  eggs 
from  White  Wonders,  which  are  not  iu  the 
standard. 

In  turkeys,  ducks  and  geese  we  find  more 
exhibitors  competing  iu  both  the  live  and  dead 
classes.  Turkeys,  ducks  and  geese  are,  and 
have  l>een,  bred  mostly  for  utility  first. 

Now  as  to  the  records  for  egg  production,  I 
think  the  biggest  records  known  are  those 
made  iu  the  egg  contest  of  the  ynliimul 
ii'tiirkman  and  Farmer,  which  closed  on  Jan. 
31 ,  ISOS.  In  May,  IS!).-),  the  lieliahlc  Ptniltry 
Jiinrnal  printed  cinnmunications  from  some 
of  the  winners  in  this  contest.  Most  of  the 
birds  used  by  the  winners  iu  this  contest  were 
thoroughbreds,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
of  them  were  standard  bred.  The  second 
prize  winners  were  cross-bred  Leghorns. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Curtis  can  tell  us  where  to  get 
prize  winning  standard  breds  that  will 
approach  their  record.  The  gentleman  who 
won  the  third  prize  with  a  pen  of  While  P. 
Rocks  states  definitely  that  his  stock  had  been 
selected  carefully  for  eight  years  with  refer- 
ence to  egg  production.  Oh,  yes;  "our"  ('!) 
people  hold  the  records! 

Another  word  and  I  have  done  with  the 
matter  of  records.  A  correspondent  writes  to 
the  eilitor  of  the  II.  J'.  ,/.  from  Manhattan, 
Kans.,  asking  '■  the  average  nuiuber  of  eggs 
laid  by  each  of  the  stamlard  varieties  of  poul- 
try that  are  common  in  this  country."  The 
etiitor  replies  (.lune  J{.  P.  ./.,  j).  SOSj  with  a 
table  which,  he  says,  "  gives  the  number  of 
eggs  the  varieties  named  are  capable  of  avenig- 
iug  per  year  under  proper  treatment,  provided 
the  stock  is  vigorous  :Mid  not  above  two  years 
old."  This  table  not  only  includes  common 
hens,  ducks,  geese  and  turkeys,  but,  tlie. 
common  hens  ore  rated  iritk  Lt.  Jirahmas 
and  Black  Lanyshan.i,  and  above  Bujf 
Cochins,  Partridije  Cochins,  Indian  Games 
and  Dorkings! 

So  Curtis  says  he  is  not  going  our  way  !  For 
his  sake  that  is  to  be  regretted.  lie  cainiot  con- 
sistently go  with  the  fanciers.  They, as  we  have 
seen,  care  nothing  for  utility.  In  the  solitude  to 
which  he  condemns  himself  he  will  have  ample 
leisure  to  verify  quotitious  before  using  them, 
and  while  he  peruses  the  Bible  in  a  vaiu  search 
for  "  The  field  is  white  and  the  harvesters  are 
few,  "his  attention,  let  us  hope,  will  be  arrested 
and  held  by  such  .sentences  as:  "  Xo  man  can 
serve  two  masters;"  and,  "  He  answered  and 
said,  I  will  not:  but  afterward  he  repented 
and  went.  "  John  H.  Kotiixsox. 


Notes  and  Comments. 

"Writleu  for  Fahm-Pocltry. 

Xever  for  the  full  time  of  its  existence  have 
I  submitted  for  publication  in  your  paper  one 
stroke  of  the  pen  :  but  shall  ask  your  indulg- 
ence at  this  time  by  way  of  sticking  in  my  oar 
on  a  few  points  that  stand  out  so  prominent 
in  your  issue  of  June  15. 

Mr.  Cushman,  in  his  letter  to  the  standard 
makers,  tells  of  utility  being  spoiled  by  the 
fancy ;  but  after  having  read  his  letter  three 
times  I  cannot  discover  one  single  item  to 
guide  the  standard  maker.  Why  don't  these 
utility  men  formulate  a  sample  standard  for 
some  one  l)reed  on  the  utility  line  as  a  guide 
for  these  wholesale  destroyers  of  all  that  is 
useful?  Why  don't  you  select  some  one  breed 


anil  build  a  model  utility  standard  as  a  sample 
of  how  it  should  be  done,  and  not  try  to  make 
a  school  boy  claim  of "  1  told  you  so,"  and  not 
furnish  the  remedy? 

As  to  Cochins,  the  writer  is,  he  believes, 
one  of  the  older  handlers  of  Cochin  fowls  in 
America.  For  over  thirty  years  he  has  fol- 
lowed the  fortunes  of  this  breed.  'I'oday  they 
have  more  breast  meat  than  ever  before:  there 
is  uuuh  more  utility  on  the  frame  of  the 
Cochin  fowl  thiui  thirty  years  ago;  they  are 
better  egg  jirodiicers  than  iu  early  days;  in 
every  way  for  both  utility  and  fancy  they  have 
gained  so  much  in  my  knowledge  that  one 
could  not  imagine  how  it  could  be  claimed 
that  the  standani  makers  hail  turned  them 
backwards  in  utility.  Strip  the  fcathci  s  from 
the  carcasses  of  ailozen  Cochins  and  Brahmas, 
equal  luimber  of  each,  all  of  about  the  same 
.tge  and  condition,  lay  them  side  by  side, 
and  see  how  very  much  the  same  in  form,  in 
fact,  almost  the  same,  proving  that  these 
changes  of  standard  form  in  many  cases  is 
simply  the  im|>roving  of  feather  formation, 
and  neither  an  inward  nor  outward  i-hango  of 
Dody. 

So  much  is  being  said  as  to  the  retrogression 
of  the  Polish  and  Black  Spanish,  neither  of 
these  could  have  stood  the  test  of  the  present, 
the  former  handicapped  with  a  crest  that 
blinded  them  from  looking  after  their  own 
necessities,  denied  the  advantage  of  other 
fowls  whose  heads  are  protected  from  disease 
by  the  short  smooth  head  covering,  they  have 
on  their  heads  a  top  knot  to  shelter  them  from 
the  sun,  not  the  wet;  this  head  covering  gath- 
ers and  holds  the  dampness  of  our  cold  and 
wet  weather,  causing  all  kinds  of  head  dis- 
eases, <'ompelMng  us  to  either  discard  them  for 
better  utility  birds,  or  foster  them  in  the  high- 
est grade  of  the  fancy.  It  is  not  my  wish  to 
argue  these  points.  I  simply  ask  for  guidance 
from  this  so  claimed  retrogression  into  llio 
enlightened  field  of  usefulness. 

Jlr.  John  II.  Robinson  tells  us  that  there  is 
little  reason  to  believe  or  hope  that  the  com- 
mittee will  act  on  Mr.  Cusliman's  suggestions. 
Please  select  one  breed,  Mr.  Robinson,  and 
point  out  the  errors,  and  tell  us  the  remedy, 
an<l  then  it  will  be  time  to  decide  whether  you 
are  able  to  help  or  not  in  this  line,  as  to  whether 
the  sUuidard  as  at  present  destroys  the  useful- 
ness of  the  fowls.  As  long  as  these  claims  are 
made  the  readers  of  them  will  believe  there  is 
some  ground  for  it — so  pull  together  for  utilily, 
and  show  us  how  to  form  a  standard  on  that 
line.  T.  F.  McCiUKW. 

Xew  York  City. 

[We  thiidc  few  who  have  read  Jlr.  Cusli- 
man's letter  will  agree  with  Mr.  Jlcfirew  that 
it  contains  nothing  to  guide  the  standard 
maker.  In  the  early  stages  of  this  discussion 
Mr.  Robinson  pointed  out  a  gooil  many  errors 
of  the  standard,  and  he  purposes  to  devote  an 
article  to  an  extended  discussion  of  the  utility 
standard  at  no  distant  date. — Ed.] 


Looking  out  of  the  window  one  evening,  a 
little  girl  saw  the  bright  full  moon  in  the 
eastern  sky,  and,  apparently  only  a  few  inches 
from  it,  the  beautiful  planet  Jupiter,  shining 
almost  as  brightly  as  the  moon  itself.  Gazing 
intently  on  them  a  moment,  she  exclaimed  : 
"  Oh,  papa!  mamma!  see!  The  moon  has  laid 
an  egg ' '' — Exchange. 


TORN  UNDER  THE  DROPPINGS. 


Send  for  catalogue  of  our 

"IKON   AGE-  TTHEEI,  HOE. 
Batcman  !If?,  Co.,  Itos  29,  (Jrcniock,  X.  J. 


Solil 
trial 


If  at  First  you  don't  Su<  tcecl,  try  a  Buckeye. 

Ill  30  days 

 ..r  forcitsli, 

tliL-  Bantam 
Si  sclf-rcg-ulal- 
in^'.  ;"><i  c;jK  ^^'ze 
(4S  chirks  from 
50  c>.'j;s). 

Invincible 
Hatclier,  Uki 
size,  $Ici. 
Self  rfsrxilaiiiij;. 
(9S  per  cent.  liat«*lie?i).  Send  4c.  for  No,  1  Catalosuf. 
BUCKICVE  INCUBATOli  Co.,  SprlugflclU,'  O. 


Horse  Owners!  Try 

GOWIBAULT'S 

Caustic 
Balsam 

A  Safe  Spcci^  Positire  Cnri 
Tlie  Snfent,  Be«t  BLISTER  ever  used.  Takes 
the  place  of  all  liniments  f<ir  mild  or  severe  action, 
r.emoves  all  Bunches  or  Blemishes  from  Homes 
Lnd  Cattle.  SUPERSEDES  ALL  CAUTERY 
OR  FIRING'   i/u;)u33tble  to  produce  scar  or  blemish. 

Every  bottle  sold  is  warranted  to  give  satisfaction 
Price  $l,50  Pcr  bii'-ile.    Sold  by  drugeists,  or 
sent  by  express,  ctiarces  paid,  with  fulldirectiona 
for  its  use.    Send  for  descriptive  circulars. 
THE  LAWBENCE-WILHAMS  CO.,  CleTeland  O. 


The  only  reliable  Lotion  positively  preventing 
Flics,  Gnats  and  Insects  of  eveiy  descripliou 
fromannoying  HorsesandCattle.  Soothing  and 
Healiiigif  applied  to  sores.  Applied  to  cows  it 
secures  gains  in  Flesh  and  Milk.  Guaranteed 
Pure,  ITarmlessand  Effective.    Gallon  Can,  $L.50; 

Gallon  Jl  (X);  Quarts,  oOc.  Beware  of  imitat- 
ions. 

Selling  AKCnls,  .lO.**.  BKECK  &  SON'S,  Corp., 
47—54  No.  Marliet  St.",  Boston,  Mass. 


ilfliinlain  View  Poiiltn  Farm 

ELMIKA,  N.  Y. 

(Eighty  Acres  Range). 

.  White  Wyandottes  . 

ox*-lii«ivfl\  .  At  <.>m_'unta.  won 
silver  iMip'  for  Jiest  display. 
At  liiiifrliamton.  goM  class 
spcrial;  $10  iu  gol<1  for  best 
display.  Eggs  from  cliuiof 
nialings,  S3  per  13;  $5  per 
Speciallv  prepared  cut  clover. 
Mi9.$I;  100  lbs.  $1,75. 

W.  T.  CAMPBELL. 


WHO  CAN  WIN  THE 

KIVKK  VIKTV  FARM.  AVINI>.SOK.  CT. 

A  Hreeding  Pen  of 
White  ^Vyan»lntlt?s,  "*  Pnmioter  "  strain. 
THE  RKSUIJT:— riynioulh  most  popular  Incuba- 
tor: Clialienge  2d;  wliile  ilie  Columbia  Bicycle  was 
without  a  pci'r.    .\  Breeding  Pen  was  a  very  popular 
gift,  and  the  W  vaudotles  won  Iheiu  ize. 
W-WKKLEY  OAKS  POl'l.TKY  YAKDS, 
:VIiss  K.  A.  ISHAM, 
 A\' a verly.  Mass. 


A  OoRseientls^s  Farmer. 

He  lives  in  Indiana.  After  some  one  had  per- 
Buaded  bim  to  buy  an<»ther  coiled  spring  fence,  he 
eatislied  biuiseif  that,  it  inlrintjed  on  the  Page 
Company's  patents.  Then  he  wrote  asking  us  to 
name  a  reasonable  rcvaliv.on  payment  of  which  he 
roighc  be  allowed  to  use  it.  and  hereafter  be  will 
buy  of  the  rightful  owners. 

PAGE  WOVEN  Wire  FENCE  CO.,  Ailrian,  Mich. 

SPECIAL  SALE. 

Exhibition  liarred  liock  <'<.i-l<*I.  tiiR-.  S-^.i'O 

Cock  (E.  it.  Tliomp^oii.)  I'ullei  liricilei,  ;;..50 

Olber  ( "ock'ls  and  Hens,  SI  iind  SI..W1. 

2nd  Ttose  C.  B.  Lefrliorn  Coek'i,  N".  York,  7.00 

t'DCk  1st  Pen.  "9*1.  N.  York,  lu.dO 

lireoding  Hens  SI  and  $1.50  each. 

i  ock'l  S.  C.  B.  Le^.  1st  Pen.  Reading,  3.00 

C'Dck'IS.  r.  B.  Lejr.  Isl  Wasliington,  "S;,  10.00 

Breeding;  Hens  $1  and  Sl.oOeacli. 

Wlilte  Rock  Winners. 

1st  Cock'l  West  Chester.  Bl.  Langshan,  .'^.OO 

Cock'l  Dr.  Ri)hinsi>n  Bl.  Langshan,  .5.00 

1st  Cock'l  W.  Wvandoite.  Reading,  .»,.(X) 

Black  Minorcas  (Xorlhiip). 

.S.  C.  \Vh.  Leg.  Cock'l  and  Cock  $2  each. 

1st  Light  Brahma  Cock'l.  Hagerstown,  3..50 

2d  Light  Brahma  Cock'l.  Hagerstown,  2.30 

Eggs  $1  per  13  from  ahove. 

W.  W.  KUtP,  Pottstown,  Pa. 


'DANDY^ 


PAPER. 


Improved  for  1895-'%. 
Send  for  Catalogue  to 

SIRflllON  I  OSBORNE, 


ERIE,  PA. 


STEEL  PICKET  LAWN  FE.NGE, 


stcelgates,  steel  posts  and  r.iil,  also  Field  and 
HogEVjnce  Wire,  single  and  double  farm gat«s. 
For  further  information,  write  to  the 

UNION  FENCE  CO.,  De  Kalb,  III, 
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pARM-POl  JLTRV 


July  i 


Peddling-  Poultry  Products. 

•WiiUeu  lor  Farm-Poultry. 

So  many  questions  have  been  asked  in 
Fahm-Poultiiy  of  late  regardin}?  selling  eggs 
to  private  families,  that  I  have  thought  some 
of  my  experience  might  be  interesting  to  those 
who  are  thinking  of  selling  their  eggs  in  this 
way.  I  have  been  peddling  my  poultry,  eggs, 
and  butter  for  some  years  now,  and  expect  I'll 
continue  to  do  it  as  long  as  I  have  any  to  sell. 
Sometimes  when  things  are  not  running  very 
smooth  I  think  I'll  quit  and  sell  at  wholesale, 
but  .so  far  I  never  have. 

Though  I  like  selling  to  a  private  trade,  I 
want  to  tell  you  that  in  my  town,  at  least,  it 
isn't  all  'tis  cracked  up  to  be, —  not  by  cou- 
Biderable.  •  The  business  has  its  ups  and 
downs,  its  ins  and  outs,  anyway  you  take  it, 
and  this  way  is  no  exception. 

It  takes  some  time  to  work  up  a  nice  route 
for  strictly  fresh  eggs.  (Remember  now,  I'm 
talking  about  a  route  in  a  small  city.  Things 
are  diHerent  in  the  big  cities).  I  found  that 
lots  of  people  who,  when  I  went  to  them  first 
thought  they  were  willing  to  pay  five  cents  a 
dozen  above  market  prices  for  nice  fresh  eggs, 
would  change  their  minds  after  a  few  weeks, 
and  I  found  lots  of  other  people  that  after  I 
got  acquainted  with,  for  one  reason  or  another, 
I  didn't  care  to  sell  to. 

At  fir.st  I  delivered  eggs  on  "Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays.  I  soon  found  it  better  to 
change  to  Tuesdays  and  Fridays.  Whenever 
I  could  do  it  I  made  two  deliveries  to  a  cus- 
tomer every  week,  as  I  found  most  of  them 
used  more  eggs  when  they  knew  I  was  coming 
twice  a  week  and  they  could  get  what  they 
wanted.  You  see  when  a  man  only  delivers 
once  a  week  the  women  are  a  little  more  sav- 
ing with  the  eggs  for  fear  they'll  run  out 
before  he  gets  around  again,  and  people  who 
are  used  to  nice  fresh  eggs  do  hate  to  buy  store 
eggs.  One  reason  I  had  for  changing  from 
Saturday  to  Friday  was  because  1  couldn't 
always  get  around  early  enough  on  Saturday 
mornings  to  suit  all  my  customers;  another 
was  that  when  I  had  chickens  to  sell  I  wanted 
to  take  orders  on  Friday  to  be  killed  that 
evening  and  delivered  on  Saturday. 

I  find  the  summer  as  good  a  time  to  drum 
up  new  trade  as  the  winter.  I  don't  know 
but  in  some  ways  'tis  better.  In  the  spring  I 
dou't  try  to  supply  anything  but  the  trade  I 
have  had  all  winter.  If  I  have  more  eggs 
than  I  need  for  this  trade  I  sell  them  to  the 
grocer.  I  can  always  get  as  much  for  them 
in  trade  as  he  sells  them  for  for  cash.  But  as 
soon  as  the  weather  begins  to  be  pretty  warm 
and  there  are  a  good  many  bad  ones  in  the 
store  eggs  I  have  no  trouble  in  finding  private 
families  who  are  glad  to  take  them  at  a  pretty 
good  price.  With  me  the  most  unsatisfactory 
time  to  sell  is  in  the  fall,  for  then  I  never  can 
keep  up  with  the  demand.  I  put  the  price  up 
to  the  limit,  as  high  as  my  conscience  will  let 
me,  in  the  hope  that  some  of  them  will  stop 
buying.  I  never  like  to  have  to  tell  people 
who  want  eggs  that  I  haven't  got  them,  and  a 
few  do  stop  when  eggs  go  up,  but  not  enough 
to  suit  me.  The  one  great  advantage  in  hav- 
ing people  quit  you  because  your  price  is  too 
high  is  that  when  you  have  plenty  of  eggs 
again  you  can  go  to  them  and  sell  same  as 
before,  while  if  you  tell  them  you  haven't  got 
the  eggs  they  hunt  up  some  one  else  who  has 
them,  and  when  you  try  to  sell  to  them  again 
they  say,  "  jSTo,  when  we  wanted  eggs  you 
couldn't  supply  them,  and  now  we  have  made 
other  arrangements.'' 

It  pays  a  man  who  is  peddling  eggs  and 
chickens  to  appear  to  be  a  great  deal  more 
independent  of  his  customers  than  he  really 
is.  I  u.sed  to  fairly  shake  in  my  shoes  when  I 
was  carrying  a  pretty  high  hand  with  a  good 
cu.stomer,  one  that  I  wanted  to  keep ;  but  I 
always  found  they  were  lots  easier  to  deal 
with  if  they  thought  I  didn't  care  a  continental 
whether  they  bought  of  me  or  not.  One  of 
my  best  customers  was  a  lady  with  whom  I 
used  to  have  a  falling  out  regularly  every 
spring  and  fall.  When  eggs  began  to  go  up 
in  early  summer  she  would  declare  she  would 
not  pay  my  prices.  More  than  once  after 
counting  out  her  eggs  I  have  put  them  back 
in  my  pail  and  started  for  the  wagon,  when 
she  would  come  running  out  and  say  she 
would  take  them  —  the  price  was  outrageous, 
but  she  "just  couldn't  eat  those  nasty  .store 
eggs."   Then  when  eggs  began  to  go  down 


rapidly  six  months  later  she  would  meet  me 
at  the  kitchen  door  some  morning  and  such  a 
dialogue  as  this  would  follow : 

"  How  much  are  your  eggs  this  mornii.g, 
Mr.  Ilickey? 

"Twenty  cents  a  single  dozen;  two  for 
thirty-five;  three  for  lifty." 

"  Why,  my  groccrymau  sells  eggs  at  two 
dozen  for  a  quarter  (here  a  deep  sigh)  and 
they  are  really'  very  good."' 

"  You'll  be  buying  your  eggs  from  thegrocer 
then,  for  I'll  not  .sell  them  at  that  price." 

Then  I  turn  around  and  walk  away.  She 
calls  after  me,  but  I  never  let  on  I  hear  her. 
Next  week  her  little  boy  comes  out  to  my 
place  to  see  if  I  won't  bring  his  mamma  some 
more  eggs.  Then  everything  is  lovely  for  six 
months  more. 

I  always  take  pains  to  have  every  egg  strictly 
fresh ;  but  sometimes  a  bad  one  gets  slipped 
into  the  lot  unbeknownst  to  me.  Ever  since  I 
began  to  sell  eggs  I've  told  each  new  customer 
that  for  every  bad  egg  they  found  in  what 
they  bought  from  me  I'd  give  them  a  dozen 
good  ones.  I  had  to  make  good  my  guaranty 
three  times  in  six  years,  and  four  times  was 
all  I  was  asked  to  do  it.  The  fourth  time  was 
when  a  woman  who  had  never  bought  any- 
thing from  me  bought  a  half-dozen  eggs  to  ti-y 
them  before  making  up  her  mind  whether  to 
buy  of  me.  When  I  went  around  again  she 
told  me  that  two  of  the  eggs  were  bad.  I  told 
her  as  politely  as  I  could  that  they  were  not. 
She  wanted  then  to  buy  more  eggs  anyway, 
but  I  informed  her  that  I  didn't  care  to  sell  to 
her. 

I  don't  like  .selling  eggs  when  they're  very 
high  or  very  low.  'Tis  most  satisfactory  when 
the  price  is  about  medium.  I  have  some 
customers  that  buy  just  so  many  eggs  a  week, 
no  matter  what  the  price,  and  if  it  happens 
that  for  any  big  occasion  they  want  more  they 
ask  me  for  them  a  week  beforehand.  Then 
there  are  others  who  spend  ju.st  a  certain 
amount  for  eggs;  still  others  who  buy  from 
me  only  when  eggs  are  scarce;  and  some  even 
to  whom  I  can  sell  only  when  eggs  are  cheap. 
In  time  I've  come  to  know  thera  all,  and  I  can 
generally  calculate  before  I  start  out  just  what 
I  can  do  with  a  load ;  but  not  always.  I've 
seen  times  when  it  seemed  no  one  wanted  an 
egg,  and  not  half  my  load  would  go;  and 
again  there  are  days  when  nearly  every  cus- 
tomer will  take  one  or  two  dozen  extra  if  I 
can  spare  them. 

There's  one  thing  that  I  haven't  seen  men- 
tioned in  the  talk  about  this  subject,  and  that 
is  the  kind  of  competition  one  has  to  put  up 
with.  The  grocers  who  make  special  drives 
on  eggs  are  bad  enough,  but  the  people  who 
keep  a  few  hens  and  get  only  what  eggs  they 
can  use  in  the  family  and  a  dozen  or  two  a 
week  more  arc  the  worst.  They'll  sell  to  a 
neighbor,  who  is  one  of  my  customers,  below 
market  prices,  and  then  that  person  kicks 
becau.se  I  don't  sell  as  low.  They'll  say  they 
get  just  as  good  eggs  as  mine  for  le.ss,  and  'tis 
true,  but  they  don't  consider  the  circum- 
stances, and  altogether  'tis  unpleasant,  and 
nobody's  satisfied.  I  think  that  if  the  people 
who  sell  eggs  that  way  realized  how  much 
trouble  they  cause  without  gaining  anything 
for  themselves  they'd  quit  it. 

I  dou't  find  the  richest  people  my  best  cus- 
tomers. I  know  of  some  men  who  are  worth 
their  millions  and  buy  stale  store  eggs  by  the 
case.  That's  one  of  the  ways  they  made  their 
money,  and  if  they  prefer  stale  eggs  to  fresh, 
sure  'tis  nobody's  bu.siness  but  their  own. 
The  best  customer  for  me  is  the  man  who  has 
just  a  comfortalile  salary  and  knows  what's 
good  to  eat. 

In  selling  chickens  is  where  the  tricks  of 
the  trade  are  used  best — nothing  out  of  the 
way,  mind  you;  everything  on  the  square; 
but  there's  ways  of  doing  things  that's  better 
than  other  ways.  As  I  said  before,  I  take  my 
orders  for  chickens  on  Fiiday  morning,  kill 
them  in  the  afternoon  or  evening,  and  deliver 
them  on  Saturday.  Then  if  any  of  my  cu.s- 
■  tomers  want  chickens  for  the  middle  of  the 
next  week,  I  take  the  oixleron  Saturday,  and 
deliver  it  on  Tuesday  when  I  make  the  regular 
trip.  For  this  market  we  scald  the  chickens. 
To  my  eye  a  chicken  that's  properly  scalded 
and  nicely  plumped  in  cold  water  looks  a  lot 
better  than  a  dry  picked  chicken ;  but  if  you 
Boston  people  want  them  dry  picked  it  isn't 
me  that'll  object  when  I  don't  have  to  pick 
them  for  you. 

On  the  Friday  morning  I  catch  a  lot  of 


chickens  and  weigh  them  up  one  at  a  time  sO 
I'll  know  just  what  I've  got  and  how  to  lake 
orders.  I  used  to  just  take  orders  for  so 
many  chickens,  large,  medium  or  small.  Then 
the  first  customer  I  came  to  would  pick  over 
the  lot,  change  her  mind  about  her  order,  and 
by  the  time  I  got  half  way  round  I'd  be  won- 
dering how  I  was  ever  going  to  suit  the  rest 
of  my  customers  with  the  lot  that  was  left. 
After  I  took  to  weighing  them  I'd  take  my 
orders  for  so  many  chickens  of  such  a  weight. 
Then  when  I  went  home  I'd  go  to  the  coops 
where  the  chickens  had  been  shut  up  since 
being  weighed  in  the  morning,  and  take  out 
any  that  were  not  wanted  so  that  they  would 
not  miss  another  feed. 

When  the  chickens  are  picked  we  put  them 
in  a  tub  of  water  with  a  big  chunk  of  ice  to 
cool  them  off  quick,  and  leave  them  in  the 
water  until  Saturday  morning.  Then  they 
are  taken  out  of  the  tubs,  w  iped  dry  with  a 
cloth,  weighed,  and  the  weight  in  pounds  and 
ounces  marked  on  a  little  tag  which  is  tied  to 
one  leg.  Then  they  are  packed  in  baskets  and 
are  ready  for  delivery.  I  generally  kill  a  few 
more  chickens  than  I  have  orders  for,  as  it 
often  happens  that  people  want  more, than  they 
have  ordered,  (I  never  let  them  take  less)  and 
if  any  are  left  we  eat  them  at  home. 

In  taking  orders  for  chickens  I  try  to  get 
them  in  such  shape  that  all  the  chickens  I 
want  to  kill  at  that  time  will  be  taken.  Here 
is  the  way  I  work  it.  This  is  one  of  the  little 
tricks,  but  'tis  all  right.  If  I  have  three 
chickens  that  will  dress  four  pounds  each 
and  have  one  customer  who  will  be  likely 
to  take  those  chickens  but  wouldn't  take 
smaller  ones,  I  don't  say  aword  aboutehickens 
of  that  size  until  I  kno\V  whether  this  cus- 
tomer wants  them.  There  are  other  custom- 
ers who  would  rather  have  the  big  chickens, 
but  if  they  can't  get  them  will  take  the  little 
ones,  and  my  object  is  to  sell  them  all,  because 
my  place  is  small  and  when  the  young  chick- 
ens are  coming  on  I  need  every  foot  of  the 
room  for  those  I  intend  to  keep.  I  have  some 
customers  who  won't  buy  a  chick  that  weighs 
over  a  pound,  and  some  who  want  nothing 
that  goes  far  off  two  pounds.  I  have  to  keep 
my  eyes  open  and  .see  that  these  particular 
people  get  just  what  they  want,  for  they  are 
mostly  my  best  customers.  Then  the  others 
take  what's  left,  and  are  just  as  well  suited. 
AVhen  I  have  something  a  little  out  of  the 
ordinary,  like  a  few  old  hens,  or  some  cock- 
erels that  are  in  poor  condition  and  won't  be 
up  in  flesh  until  the  prices  go  down,  I  always 
know  where  to  put  them  outside  of  my  regu- 
lar trade.  There  are  some  folks  that  won't 
buy  regular  from  anyone,  but  if  you  go  to 
them  occasionally  you  can  mostly  count  on  a 
sale. 

I  find  it  harder  to  sell  chickens  above  market 
prices  than  eggs ;  but  there  has  been  one  case 
where  it  was  just  the  other  way.  I  had  a 
customer  taking  ten  dozen  eggs  a  week  when 
eggs  were  twenty-five  cents  a  dozen.  One  day 
she  asked  if  I  wouldn't  agree  to  sell  her  eggs 
at  twenty  cents  the  year  round.  I  told  her  I 
wouldn't,  that  I  had  to  treat  all  my  customers 
just  alike,  and  I  averaged  more  than  that  for 
eggs  the  year  round.  "Well,"'  she  said,  "then 
I'll  have  to  quit  you  and  get  eggs  from  Mr. 
B  ;  he  will  sell  me  eggs  at  twenty  cents." 

I  was  going  to  write  out  the  old  scalawag's 
name,  but  I  guess  I  won't.  One  name  is 
enough  in  this  piece. 

I  just  told  the  lady  that  if  she  thought  she'd 
rather  buy  of  the  old  man  she  ought  to  go  up 
and  see  his  place;  if  she  still  wanted  his  eggs 
at  twenty  cents  I  wouldn't  say  a  word ;  neither 
would  I  sell  eggs  at  less  than  twenty-five. 

You  see,  I  knew  the  old  man  hauled  swill  to 
feed  his  hens,  and  gave  them  tainted  meat  and 
a  great  variety  of  everything  that  wasn't  fit  to 
eat. 

She  vs^ent  to  see  them,  and  concluded  to  buy 
of  him  anyway;  said  she  couldn't  see  but 
what  the  eggs  were  all  right.  One  day  a  few 
weeks  afterward,  she  .stopped  me  on  the 
street  and  wanted  me  to  bring  her  some  chick- 
ens on  Saturday.  (You  must  know  she's  very 
swell  people,  this  lady  is).  Said  I,  "Why 
dou't  you  buy  old  man  B's  swill-fed  chick- 
ens?" "  I  did  buy  some  of  them,"  said  she, 
"  but  we  couldn't  eat  them." 

After  that  I  .sold  her  chickens  until  one  day 
she  ordered  some,  and  when  they  were  deliv- 
ered said  she  wouldn't  take  them  at  the  price. 
"Then  you'll  not  take  them  at  all,"  said  I. 
"But,"  she  said,  "  You  had  better  sell  them  to 


MAKES  HENS  LAY 

80LD  IN  50  AND  100-LB.  SEALED  SACKS 

Grandview  Egg  Farm,\ 
South  Swansea,  Mass./ 
After  nearly  two  years'  experience  in  the  use  of 
American  Poultry  Food,  during:  which  I  have  fed 
twenty  or  more  tons,  I  have  come  to  regard  it  as  indis- 
pensable as  an  egs:  producer,  flesh  former,  to  make 
chickens  g-row  fast  and  feather  up  rapidly.  In  fact, 
ft  has  no  equal  in  any  feed  1  have  any  knowledge  of  as 
an  all  round  poultry  food.  W.  P.  Shepard. 

If  your  local  dealer  does  not  keep 

AMERICAN  POULTRY  FOOD 

For  sample  and  particulars,  address 
THE  AMEKICAN  CEKEAI.  CO., 
 Chicago,  111.,  or  BoBton,  Mass. 


Originator  and  Breeder 

of  the  cc-k'brali-il 


ELBRIDGE  C.  COMEY, 

Originate 

l^iipm  Braimas 

tJNEguALKD  for  their  grent  SIZE,  grand 
SHAPE,  superb  COLOR,  fine  COMB,  profuse 
MIDDLE  TOE  FEATHEKING, and  superior 
LAYING  QUALITIES. 

The  "  DUKE  of  YORK-'  LIGHT  BRAHMAS.  are 
the  result  of  careful  study  in  matin;;  for  Finest 
Points,  without  detrinieut  to  Utility.  They  have 
been  breed  continuously  since  18B3,  regardless  of 
Labor  or  Expense,  upon  Farms,  allowing  free 
riinffe.  and  are  a  Vigorous,  Prolific  strain,  possess- 
intt  Perfect  Brahma  Character,  according  to  tlie 
"Standard  of  Perfection." 

Tliey  have  Won  a  large  nunilier  of  the  Highest 
Prizes  yearly  at  the  Prominent  Exhibitions 
in  United  States  and  Canada,  in  the  hands  of 
luy  customers. 

FIRST-CLASS  Birds  for  sale  at  reasonable 
prices.  SPECIAL  K.VTES  made  those  wanting 
large  numbers.  PARTICULAR  ATTENTION 
given  to  mating  for  ln-^t  results  in  breeding,  according 
to  Points  and  Pedigree. 

"PCLiTL^  From  SELECTED  MATINGS 
X<\7\3ri>9  of  EXHIBITION  BIRDS,  at 
$3.00  per  sitting  of  13  Eggs ;  S5.00  for  2  sit- 
tings; S~.0<)  for  3  sittings ;  SIO.OO  for  o  sit- 
tings, carefully  packed  and  delivered  to  Ex- 
press in  BOSTON. 

NO  CIRCULARS.     WRITE  FOR  WANTS. 

20  Granite  St.,  SOMEKVILLE,Masa. 

ora   CUfllO  tiest  grade  fine  ground  for  poul- 
OCA  OntLLu  try  Best  and  cheapest 
shells  known  $1.2.5  bbl.— 5  bbl. 
at  $1.00.  Discount  in  quantity.  Samples.  2  cents. 
 F.  P.  KNOWLES.  O  nil  ford.  Conn. 

m  CL1IS8  PERIK  DDGES. 

Breeding  stock  and  eggs  by  sitting  or  100.  White 
Wvandotte  eggs  and  stock.  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 
eggs  and  stock.  African  Geese,  Pea  Fowl.  White 
Holland  Turkeys.  White  Limestone  Grit,  75c.  per 
100  lbs. 

FAIRACRES  FARM, 

 JOLIET,  ILLS. 


P. 

Powder  Drives  Quickly 

is  neither  poisonous  nor  explo- 
sive but  is  fatal  to  vermin.  Fleas 
and  lice  drop  instantly  dead.  It 
is  also   the   best  disinfectant 

Don't  waste 
time  ex  peri- 
menting:  with 
the  other  kinds 
but  send  direct 
to  us  or  ask 
your  dealer  to 

D. 

known  for  hos- 
pitals, stables, 
kennels,  poul- 
try houses  and 
every  pi  ace 
where  vermin 
can  lodg-e 

get  it  for  you.  We  have  a  list  of 
terms  and  testimonials  that  is 
yours  for  the  asking.  Scatter 
P.  D.  Q.  in  furniture  and  around 
edges  of  carpets.  Worcester 
Compound  Co.,  Worcester. 

Q. 
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me  cheajH  r  than  to  run  .mniiul  tryiiii:  to  soil 
tbetn  as  late  as  this  on  Satimlay  luorniiii:." 
•Leaxe  me  alone  for  that,"  s.iiil  1,  "  my  time's 
myowu.  ami  \von"t  io>t  you  anythinsr.  What's 
more,  you'll  never  have  another  chioken  fnmi 
me."  She's  sent  to  me  many  a  time  sim-e 
that  when  chickens  were  not  to  l>e  had  else- 
where, but  >hc'll  ETo  chicken  huu4:ry  to  the 
orai'k  of  iliKim  for  all  me.  People  can  ilo  me 
once;  thal's  all.  I  write  these  things  that  any 
who  .ire  thinking  of  i>eilJlins:  ei:gs  and  chick- 
en^  may  know  that  it  isn't  all  smooth  sailing. 

I've  little  cause  to  gruniMe  alnnit  the  collect- 
ins:,  for  all  that  I've  ever  lo.-t  was  Jl.T.")  some 
parties  were  owing  me.  and  they  skipped 
lietween  two  days.  In  petUlling.  you're  sut>- 
posej  to  do  a  ca^h  liusine.^s:  but  sometimes 
you  have  totnist.  People  who  are  ircneniUy 
promvU  pay  happen  to  be  out  of  cash,  and 
once  iu  a  while  there  will  be  a  day  when  nearly 
all  your  customers  are  short,  and  if  you  have 
bills  coming  in  al>out  that  time  or  exiRi 
expenses  to  meet,  (and  they  always  do  come 
at  such  a  time),  you  are  at  your  wits'  end  to 
know  what  to  do.  Pve  iiotii-eil  that  just  after 
a  cir>-us,  after  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  after 
the  holidays  nearly  all  my  customers  are  hard 
up  for  ready  money. 

Perhaps  some  would  like  to  know  some  of 
the  reasons  why  there  are  certain  people  1 
don't  care  to  sell  to.  One  case  is  of  a  lady 
who  never  has  a  cent  of  change  iu  the  house. 
She  pays  everything  in  checks.  She  bciran  by 
taking  two  dozen  eg;^  a  week  and  giving  me 
a  check  for  sixty  cents.  I  didn't  like  that; 
neither  did  the  teller  at  the  bank;  so  1  told 
htr  we'd  settle  up  monthly.  At  the  end  of  the 
fir>t  month  she  had  overdrawn  her  account. 
Another  month  rolled  around.  I  called  at  the 
bouse  once  a  week  ;  sometimes  there  was  no 
oue  home,  sometimes  they  didn't  want  eggs. 
In  the  month  they  took  one  <lozcn.  I  stopped 
four  times  to  sell  that  one  dozen.  When  I  got 
my  money  1  declared  the  deal  off— told  the 
lady  the  only  way  s/i?  could  buy  eggs  from  me 
was  to  agree  to  take  a  lixed  number  weekly 
and  pay  cash  every  time.  I  couldnt  atford  to 
fo<d  as  I  bad  been  doing. 

Funny  things  happen  too.  For  four  y  ears 
I  told  eggs  to  the  wife  of  a  certain  dyspeptic 
lawyer,  lie  couid  eat  no  eggs  but  tho^e  I 
brought,  and  iniairined  that  be  could  always 
tell  them  from  any  others.  One  day  I  soUl 
-■^me  eggs  to  my  grocer  who  al>o  sold  gro<'eries 
to  them.  They  run  out  of  eggs,  and  sent  to 
the  store  for  some.  The  grocer  knew  they 
were  very  particular,  so  gave  them  some  of 
mine.  Now  what  do  you  think?  Xext  time  I 
called  at  the  lawyer's  house  his  wife  told  nie 
what  miserable  eggs  she  had  got  from  the 
store.  I  didn't  say  a  word  to  her,  but  the 
gro  er  and  I  had  a  big  laugh  over  it. 

Take  it  all  together,  I  like  the  petldliug 
pretty  well.  1  like  to  talk  to  the  women,  and 
they're  great  bauds  for  gossip.  They  tell  me 
a  great  many  things  that  they'd  be  wiser  to 
keep  to  themselves.  As  I  go  along  the  street 
and  pass  men  whom  I  know  perhaps  ju>t  to 
speak  with,  as  it  might  be,  I  laugh  in  my 
sleeve  when  I  think, "  My  dear  sir,  'tis  well 
for  you  that  I  can  hold  my  tongue  better  than 
your  wife  can  '' — and  I  think  to  myself  how 
thankful  I  ought  to  be  that  I  bad  the  wisdom 
to  choose  a  discreet  woman  for  a  wife. 

Xow,  Mr.  Editor,  you  can  print  my  name 
after  this,  just  as  a  guaranty  of  my  good  faith ; 
for  what  I've  been  telling  here  is  every  word 
of  it  true— but  for  heaven's  sake  scratch  out 
the  name  of  the  place,  for  if  some  of  my  cus- 
tomers see  what  I've  written  my  trade'll  be 
ruined  entirely — and  as  long  as  the  name  of 
the- place  isn't  there  I  can  prove  an  alibi. 

C.  HiCKKY. 


An  exchange  says  that  "  trying  to  do 
business  without  advertising  is  like  winking 
at  a  pretty  girl  in  the  dark.  Toti  may  know 
what  you  are  doing,  but  no  one  else  does! '' 
This  is  especially  true  as  regards  the  poultry 
business.  The  breeder  who  does  not  advertise 
is  rarely  troubled  with  customers,  Itecause 
not  a  baker's  dozen  ever  hear  of  hhn.— Poul- 
try Bulletin. 


Dwas  dot  vay  since  I  vas  a  scliiWll. 

My  hopes  dey  always  vas  <ro  di-a'lt : 
1  Defer  lofed  somebody's  vife 

Oxcfcpt  dot  fellers  proke  my  headt. 
1  never  trained  a  rooster  ub 

To  licW  dot  neighbor's  goose  nex'  door. 
But  vlif-n  lie'sh  ready  for  der  Choi), 

By  sbiugo;  he  don'd  lif  no  more. 

— Exchange. 


Days  of  Aiihl  Lang  Syne. 

I  am  accustomed  to  date  my  poultry  interest 
and  experience  from  the  time  when  I  began 
to  keep  fowls  for  a  living.  The  sight  of  a  few 
old  papers  the  other  day  brought  back  to  mind 
very  really  the  days  a  quarter  of  a  century 
.sgo  when  to  my  boy  ish  tastes  a  Cn^sted  Poli-h 
or  White  Faced  Black  Spanish  fowl  was  a 
'•  thing  of  beauty  and  a  joy  forever."  and  a 
rooster  was  valuable  in  my  estimation  iu  pro- 
porlion  to  his  ability  to  "lick"  others  of  his 
kind.  It  fell  to  my  lot  to  own  a  share,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  in  a  very  few  thoroughbred 
fowls,  and  a  great  many  mongrels.  Jly 
knowledge  of  poultry  literature  was  limited 
to  ••  Wright's  Practical  Poultry  Keeper"  and 
The  I'oultri/  iror/</,  both  loaned  me  l>y  an 
uncle.  At  the  local  agricultural  fairs  the 
poultry  department  had  the  greatest  charm 
for  me,  though  of  what  was  going  on  in  the 
poultry  world  at  large  I  knew  nothing  and 
cared  less. 

Hetween  this  period  and  that  in  which  I 
embarked  in  the  poultry  business  was  a  long 
hiatus;  and  it  has  so  happened  that  while 
studying  closely  the  poultry  papers  of  the  last 
seven  years  I  ha\  e  known  nearly  twenty  years 
preceding  only  through  the  references  to 
occurrences  of  that  period  which  are  found 
from  time  to  time  in  current  poultry  writings. 
The  other  day  a  friend  handed  mo  a  few  dozen 
copies  of  the  Poultry  .Monthly  and  Poultry 
Bulletin  of  various  dates  from  1S80  to  1SS3. 
That  is  not  a  very  long  time  sigo,  yet  in  glanc- 
ing over  those  pajiers  and  finding  so  few 
familiar  names  and  so  many  unfamiliar  ones — 
finding  at  the  same  time  that  the  subjects  dis- 
cussed were,  many  of  theiu,  subjects  still 
under  di^cussion,  and  apparently  no  nearer  a 
.settlement  than  fourteen  years  since,  I  was 
forcibly  reminded  of  how  rapidly  people 
change  and  bow  slowly  the  environment 
changes,  and  there  came  to  mind  these  lines 
of  Abraham  Lincoln's  favorite  poem  : 

"  For  we  are  llie  same  that  our  fathers  liave  been ; 
We  sec  llie  same  sl^lits  our  fatliers  liave  seen; 
We  drink  tlie  same  stream,  and  we  feel  tlie  same  sun. 
And  run  tlie  same  course  tliat  our  fatliers  have  run. 

The  tlioughts  we  are  thlnkin};,  our  fatliers  would 
thhik." 

The  Standard  and  the  question  of  revision 
weie  attracting  much  attention,  and  many  of 
the  opinions  and  articles ex])ressed  and  written 
then  might  be  reprinted  now  without  it  being 
even  suspected  that  they  were  of  ancient  date. 
Wyandotte,  Langshan  and  Rose  Comb  Leg- 
bom  breeders  were  urging  the  claims  of  their 
breeds  for  admission  to  the  Standard.  The 
"  Fancy  vs.  Practical "  question  received- 
some  attention.  Poultry  judges  were  as  falli- 
ble as  now,  and  the  scores  by  different  judges 
as  illy  agreed.  Then,  as  now,  there  were 
clamors  for  a  cheaper  Standard,  and  demands 
for  a  permanent  Standard. 

Embryo  poultry  journals  were  not  much  in 
favor  then  either  with  the  public  or  with  the 
established  papers.  The  remarks  about  them 
are  very  one-sided,  for  there  was  then  no 
Rilifihle  Poultry  Journal  to  champion  tlieir 
cause.  .Some  of  the  papers  which  were  flour- 
ishing in  those  days  flourish  no  more.  In 
fact,  this  may  be  said  of  the  most  of  them. 

Practical que^tions  werenotmuch  discussed, 
nor  were  there  any  such  exhaustive  discus- 
sions of  matters  pertaining  to  breeding  for 
exhibition  as  are  found  in  the  fanciers'  papers 
of  today.  Some  of  the  views  expressed  and 
statements  made  are  amusing. 

"Hay,"  says  the  Bulletin,  "if  not  too 
coarse,  is  greatly  relished  by  poultry  iu 
winter.  It  takes  the  place  of  grass,  and  hens 
crave  it  so  that  they  often  eat  the  nests  of  hay 
from  under  them.  Clover  they  do  not  like, 
but  fine  meadow  hay  is  worth  more  in  its  way 
than  grain  for  fowls." 

In  an  article  on  "  Kaising  Ducks  for  Mar- 
ket,'' the  Poultry  Monthly  tells  its  readers 
that:  "  Raising  ducks  for  market  is  a  profit- 
able branch  of  poultry  industry.  Ducklings 
mature  early,  are  good  foragers,  and  at  six 
months  old  they  can  readily  be  sold  at  a  fair 
paying  price. 

"  April  or  the  beginning  of  May  is  a  gooil 
time  to  set  duck  eggs." 

Those  who  lament  because  we  import  a  few 
eggs  annually  will  find  comfort  in  this  para- 
graph, from  the  Bulletin: 

"  A  correspondent  sends  the  following  clip- 
ping, showing  that  there  is  room  yet  for  more 
hens  in  America :  '  Evidently  the  poultry 


industry  in  this  country  needs  to  be  promoted, 
at  lea.-'t  as  far  as  the  production  of  eggs  is 
concerned.  During  the  last  three  months  we 
imported  3,3!)(i,-246  dozen  eggs,  valued  at 
§105,">.")4.  It  would  seem  as  though  hens 
enough  ought  to  be  kept  to  sujiply  all  the  eggs 
we  want  at  all  seasons." 

There  appears  to  have  been  quite  a  falling 
otVin  importations  of  eggs  since  that  was  first 
printed. 

The  question  of  selling  eggs  for  hatching 
was  discu>sed  pro  and  con,  the  views  of  the 
writers  ditle  ring  but  little  from  those  expressed 
today.  Artilicial  incubation  calls  for  a  good 
many  columns  of  contributions. 

"  Be  sure  y  our  eggs  are  fresh  laid,  then  go 
ahead.  Incubators  are  not  destined  to  be  laid 
aside,  because  all  are  not  successful  in  handling 
them,  yolhnc  dire^tio7ls  atid  try  no  experi- 
ments. Experiments  by  the  purchaser  have 
condemned  many  a  r/o<id  machine."  That 
advice,  too,  is  good  at  ajl  times  and  every- 
where. Amateur  operators  will  do  well  to 
heed  it. 

Among  names  familiar  to  r.MOl-Pol  l.TRY 
readers  1  notice  those  of  1.  K.  Kelch;  E.  C. 
Comcy,  even  then  referred  to  as  a  veteran; 
Samuel  Cushman,  not  then  the  practical 
authority,  but  a  breeder  of  prize  winning 
AVhite  Leghorns;  A.  C.  Hawkins;  R.  C.  Buf- 
finton;  J.  L.  Campbell;  and  Philander  Wil- 
liams. John  II.  RoKiNsciN. 


l-'ive  l.ittlc  Cliickciis. 

Said  the  first  little  chicken. 
With  a  queer  litlle  s(|uirni, 
<~>li  I  wish  I  couhl  liiid 
A  fat  little  worm!  " 

Said  the  next  little  chicken. 
With  an  odd  tiitle  shrufi, 
'Oh  I  wish  1  could  find 
A  fat  little  bug:" 

Said  the  third  little  chicken. 

With  a  sharp  little  squeal, 
"  Oh  I  wish  I  coulil  lind 

Some  nice  yellow  meal  I" 

Said  the  fourth  litlle  chicken, 

Willi  a  small  sigh  of  grief, 
"  I  wish  I  could  find 

A  green  little  leaf."' 

Said  the  fifth  little  chicken, 

With  a  faint  little  moan, 
•■  Oh  I  wish  I  could  find 

A  wee  gravel  stonel" 

*'  Now  see  here,''  said  the  molher. 

From  the  green  garden  paicli, 
*'  If  you  want  any  breakfasi. 

You  just  come  and  scratch:"' 

—Selecteil. 


3IARKKT  REVIEW. 

Eggs. —  The  stock  in  cold  storage  is  the 
largest  eyer  held  in  Boston,  amounting  to 
101,000  cases  against  84,000  cases  at  the  same 
time  last  year;  but  the  supply  is  well  under 
control,  and  does  not  seem  to  cause  any 
anxiety.  Choice  western  eggs  sell  at  ll®12c., 
with  eastern  fresh  running  up  to  ISJc,  and 
nearby  fancy  at  144il6c.  These  are  strictly 
wholesale  prices,  and  jobVdng  prices  ai  e  one 
and  two  cents-  higher. 

Poultry.— The  market  is  oversupplied, 
and  though  many  goods  are  going  into  cou- 
sumjition,  trade  is  sluggish.  Iced  stock  is 
dull  and  sells  with  tlifhculty.  Broilers  are 
quoted  at  22'&.25c.  for  fresh,  and  IfWiSOc.  for 
iced;  fowls  are  ll'ai'2c.  for  fresh,  and  8084c. 
for  iced.    Ducks  are  13®15c. 

ORR'S  CLEAR  GRIT. 

Sl;iii<Jard  for  Quality.   Used  by  millions  with  satis- 
faction.   III.  cat.  and  price  li.st  free. 
Orr's  Poultry  Yards,  Orr's  Jlills,       Y.  Box  1. 

BONE  MKAL,  SHET.L,  GKIT,  CH  AIICOAL. 

Bone  Cutler.  Ciuver  Cutler.  Mai  kers.  Caponiziiif;  rSul, 
etc.  Send  for  circular. 

J.  }\.  ST.A{  K.BIoonisljury.  X.J. 

STANDARD  BRED 

.  Leghorns. 

LARGE,  VIGOROUS,  EXTltA  LAYERS, 
WINNERS  AT 

Madison  Square"  Garden,  New  York  City,  1895— 1S96 
— ISST.  Mechanics  liuilding,  Boston,  Mass.,  1897.  Slock 
and  eggs  for  sale. 

 WHITING  FARM,  nolyoke.  Mass. 

PnULTRY  PAPER,  illua'd,  20  pages, 
!  uwbiiti  23 eta.  per  year.    4  months 
Serial  lOcts.  futmple  I^ee.  6-1 -page  practical 
'poultry  book  free  to  yearly  subscrit)er3. 
Book  alone  10  ct**.   f:ataloeue  of  poultry 
;^^^g»book8free.i1>ui«r3/  ytiiioca(t,Syracu3e,N.Y 


\  $100.  $100. 

Union 
Special. 

It  may  have  its  equal, 
but  its  superior 
is  not  made. 


ion  oysig  Wi  Go. 

239  Columbus  Avenue, 
BOSTON,  IVSASS. 

Send  for  catalogue. 

The  CYPHERS' 


20,000 

EGG  CAPACITY 

Circular  Free 


CHAS.  A.  CYPHERS 

534  MOORE  STREET,     PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

\utlior  "Incubation  and  its  Natural  Laws" 


T  FAIL 


To  keep  your  cliiclcens  and  poultry  well  supplied 
wiili^rrit.   AVe  reconuiiend 

ROCKY  HILL 


Grit 


AS    BEING   THE  BEST. 

It  is  lianl,  sluirp,  and  does  not  crush  in  handling. 
Free  samples  and  prices  for  stamp. 

ROCKY  HILL  GRIT  WORKS 

Office  61  Main  St., 


MILFORD,  MASS. 


'  The 
SanHary 
PouHrj 
Rrinkin.s 
i'uuntain 


Cleaned 
and  Filled 


In  a  minnte.  The  latest,, 
cheapest  and  best.  See  the 
name.  Jnst  what  you  want. 
Send  for  circulars.  The 
trade  solicited. 

ATSATT  BROS., 
I\Iatt;ii»oisett,  3Ia^s. 


NEW  ENGLAND 

FRUIT  AND  POULTRY  FARMS. 

Foi- v:,;...  cx.-haM-.'  «M-  lo  n-iii.  \\\'  Iia\c  .iaib  calls 
for  -su'-h. 

FOR  SALE 

Choice  Fruit,  Poultry  and  Dairy  F:irnis  tliroujlliont 
New  Eufiland:  some  tine  Kriiil  and  I'oullrv  places 
near  N.  Y.  Markets.  Address 

MASS.  PLOlIGHM.\N,  or  .1.  A.  WILLEY, 
 17S  Devousliire  St..  Boston,  Masa. 

GAMES, 

GaTue  ami  Cochin  I^antams  in  ali  i-ulurs.  anti  Bcanled 
White  Polish  Bantams.  Wiuuers  of  liighist  honors 
wherever  shown.  Renieniher  we  have  the  finest  stock 
in  America.  Also  Boston  Terrier  Dogs  and  Angora 
Cats,  of  the  bluest  blooil.   Stamp  for  catalomie. 

PKIKCK  HKOS., 
Lock  Box  -1,  n'inchester,  N.  H. 
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•    •    Semi-Ivlonthly,  * 
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The   1st  and   15th  of  each  month 

BY 

I.  S.JOHKSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 

A.  F.  HUNTER,  Editor. 

Price,  One  Dollar  per  year,  in  Advance. 
Six  months  50  Cents. 
Single  Cnpies  Five  Cents. 
One  Sample  Free, 

Add  for  postage  to  foreign  countries,  48  Cents  extra 
to  yearly,  and  24  Cents  lo  six  months  subscription  rate. 

Kemit  by  P.  O.  or  Express  money  order, 
cash  or  postage  stamps,  in  i*egistered  letter. 

Address  all  letters^  and  make  all  payments  payable 
to  I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 

22  CuMom  House  St.,  Boston^  Mass. 
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jyi  ^'AiiiM-l'OULTKYin  a  Ureen 
Wrapper  your  subscription 
ends  with  that  i.ssin-.  Therefore,  please  send  cash 
$1.00  to  renew— for— 

We  Shall  Always  Stop  the  Paper  when  the 
time  for  which  it  is  paid  lias  expired;  that  to  avoid 
missinLT  numbers  all  should  renew  promptly. 

Get  a  Couple  of  Neighbors  to  club  with  you, 
and  we  will  send  the  paper  to  the  three  jiarties  a  full 
year  all  for  32.50,  cash  orstamps,if  allsentat  one  time. 

Changre  in  Address— When  ordering  a  change  in 
the  address,  subscribers  should  be  sure  to  give  their 
former  as  well  as  their  present  address,  or  we  cannot 
make  the  change :  our  list  is  kept  by  towns  first. 

Canvassers  Wanted  iu  every  town  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions. Terms  seiif  on  application.  Liberal  com- 
mission paidincasli.   Send  for  our  Terms  to  Agents. 

THE   ADVERTSStNC  RATE 

is  30c.  per  Agate  Line  Eacli  Issue. 

Fourteen  Lines  in  every  Incli  of  single  column 
si>ace.    Seven  iiveraxe  Words  make  one  line. 

DISCOUNTS  FROM  ABOVE  KATE  depend 
entirely  m^on  tlie  amount  of  space  used  hy  an  adver- 
tiser witlnn  a  stated  time.   Send  for  Kate  Card. 

FORMS  CLOSE.— Ads.  must  be  received  by 
the  5th  and  30th  of  the  montli  to  insure  insertion 
in  tlie  issues  of  ilie  lotli  or  1st,  respectively. 

Copyright  — 1897,  by  I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co, 
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EDITORIAL. 

You  cannot  afford  to  miss  a 
sinole  issue  ot  Farm-Poul- 
TRY,  E^'ery  number  for  the 
next  three  months  will  con- 
tain one  or  more  of  Mr.  Hun- 
ter's letters  from  Europe, 
bright,  crisp  and  newsy;  full 
of  information,  replete  with 
practical  helpful  suggestions. 

Farm-Poultry  will  have 
no  slack  season.  Extra  efforts 
will  be  made  to  get  out  a  more 
than  usually  attractive  and 
valuable  paper  during  the 
summer  months. 

Special  features  of  the  July 
15th  num.ber  will  be  an 
account  by  Mr.  Hunter  of  his 
recent  excursion  into  Belgium, 
and  a  paper  b}-  Mr.  Robinson, 
on  the  acclimation  of  domes- 
tic fowls. 

From  cover  to  cover,  every 
copy  will  be  full  of  interest. 
You  cannot  afford  to  miss  one. 

Don't  delay  subscribing! 

Don't  allow  your  subscrip- 
tion to  lapse ! 


Did  You  Ever  Stop  to  Think 

How  ami  why  Farm-Poultky  differs  from 
other  poultry  papers? 

It  is  a  practical  paper  —  a  paper  for  every- 
body. It  is  the  poultryinan's  paper;  it  is  one 
of  the  papers  for  the  fancier. 

It  is  a  poultry  paper.  Look  over  the  list 
and  see  how  many  of  the  papers  there  are  that 
have  not  a  pigeon,  or  pet  stock,  or  fruit,  or 
bee,  or  culinary  department.  Why  do  they 
have  such  departments?  Manifestly  because 
they  need  them  to  fill  up.  It  may  be  said  that 
the  subscribers  want  them.  Then  the  question 
comes  up  why  do  they  want  them  in  a  poultry 
paper?  —  and  the  answer  is:  because  the 
poultry  department  is  not  what  it  should  be. 
These  papers  cannot  fill  up  with  matter 
devoted  exclusively  to  poultry,  because  they 
have  not  enough  of  it  and  cannot  get  it. 

Glance  over  the  list  again  and  see  how  many 
papers  are  edited  by  practical  men  devoting 
their  time  and  energy  to  the  work  of  editing 
one  paper  and  to  the  study  of  poultry  prob- 
lems.  Is  there  one  other?   We  think  not. 

How  many  other  papers  can  you  find  which 
have  the  editoi'ial  and  advertising  departments 
entirely  independent?  Can  you  find  more 
than  one  or  two?  Bo  the  editors  of  those  you 
do  find  confine  their  work  to  those  papers? 
Fakm-Poultry  employs  two  editors,  and 
they  write  for  no  other  papers. 

It  is  not  possible  for  the  one  man  to  beat 
the  same  time  business  manager  and  editor  of 
a  paper  and  do  justice  to  himself  and  to  his 
subscribers.  This  is  the  day  of  specialists. 
It  won't  do  for  a  man  to  give  his  best  work  to 
the  advertising  and  subscription  departments 
of  his  paper  and  edit  it  while  he  is  resting. 
The  cash  from  advertising  and  subscriptions 
pays  the  expenses  •  but  advertising  patronage 
comes  most  freely  to  the  paper  with  the  big 
subscription  list,  and  subscribers  stay  with 
the  most  carefully  edited  papers.  No  paper 
can  build  up  a  permanent  success  on  a  founda- 
tion laid  outside  of  the  editorial  rooms. 
Again  and  again  in  the  history  of  poultry 
journalism  has  it  been  shown  that  it  is  not 
particularly  ditlicultto  secure  a  big  list  of  new 
subscribers.  The  difficult  thing  is  to  hold  the 
old  ones.  This  is  the  task  entrusted  to  the 
editor. 

FAiiM-rouLTRY  Is  the  only  paper  that  sends 
its  editors  out  to  .study  poultry  prolilems.  We 
may  safely  say  that  Fakm-Poultry  has 
spent,  and  is  spending  more  money  in  this 
way  than  all  others  combined.  And  when  the 
editor  of  Fakm-Poui.tuy  goes  out  into  the 
field  he  goes  as  an  editor  and  a  student,  not  as 
advertising  solicitor. 

Each  semi-monthly  issue  of  Farm-Poui.try 
contains  more  matter  devoted  to  poultry  than 
any  issue  of  any  monthly  publislied,  and  the 
quality  of  the  matter  is  much  superior.  Many 
good  articles  appear  in  other  papers,  but 
Farm-Poultry  sifts  its  matter  more  carefully 
and  publishes  fewer  inferior  articles  than  any 
of  them.   It  challenges  comparison. 

We  have  a  single  well  defined  purpose  and 
a  settled  policy.  We  keep  that  purpose  in 
view  and  adhere  to  that  policy.  Concentra- 
tion of  power  is  what  counts.  You  cannot 
divide  a  force  and  have  it  move  in  two  con- 
trary directions  with  an  energy  equal  to  that 
which  undivided  it  would  have  exerted  along 
either  line.  Our  efforts  are  addressed  to  a 
special  constituency.  While  we  publish  much 
of  interest  and  value  to  the  fancier,  and 
number  among  our  subscribers  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  fanciers,  ours  is  pre-eminently  the 
paper  for  the  poultrynian.  We  cultivate  our 
own  field,  and  do  not  try  to  grow  roses  and 
lilies  between  our  rows  of  corn,  potatoes  and 
cabbages.  Field  crops  for  the  farmer ;  flowers 
for  the  florist.  The  farmer  cultivates  potatoes 
for  the  roots,  though  the  flowers  are  beauti- 
ful; the  florist  cultivates  dahlias  for  the  flow- 
ers, though  the  tubers  are  said  to  be  edilile. 
The  farmer  often  has  his  flower  garden,  and 
the  florist  a  patch  of  garden  vegetables;  but 
always  the  two  branches  of  plant  culture  aie 
distinct,  separate,  and  always  one  is  of  major 
and  the  other  of  minor  importance. 

Farm-Poultry  is  not  a  fanciers'  paper.  We 
say  frankly  to  those  who  want  such  a  paper: 
"  We  can  help  you  in  some  ways;  but  our 
paper  is  only  partially,  imperfectly  adapted  to 
your  needs."  To  the  practical  poultryman 
and  the  farmer  we  say  just  as  frankly :  "  You 
cannot  do  better  th:in  with  us.  We  have 
what  you  want,  or  can  get  it  for  you." 

Farm-Poultky  is  a  paper  for  men,  women 


and  children.  We  don't  have  special  depart- 
ments for  different  sexes  and  ages.  Such 
divisions  are  superfluous.  In  working  for  the 
best  results  fowls  must  be  cared  for  in  a  cer- 
tain way,  no  matter  who  handles  them.  A 
woman,  or  girl,  or  boy  who  is  keeping  poultry 
needs  to  know  exactly  the  things  that  a  man 
in  the  same  position  needs  to  know. 

Farm-Poultry  is  the  best  and  cheapest 
poultry  paper  published  ;  the  cheapest  because 
it  gives  the  best  value,  and  the  best  because  of 
this  and  because  it  meets  the  wants  of  the 
largest  number  of  people. 

What  Was  the  Reason  ? 
An  advertiser  writes: 

"  After  giving  the  Farm-Poultry  a  rigid 
test  I  cannot  but  think  it  is  good  money  thrown 
away  to  advertise  thoroughbred  poultry  in 
Farm-Poultry.  ...  I  do  not  think  it  is 
owing  to  the  close  times  that  my  returns  have 
been  so  small  from  advertising  with  you,  but 
do  think  it  is  largely  owing  to  tite  stand  F.-P- 
is  taking  in  regard  to  thorouglihred  poultry , 
and  the  writings  of  afeio  men  who  believe  in 
nothing  but  dunghills.  I  for  one  do  not 
think  it  a  fair  thing  to  your  advertisers  of 
thoroughbred  poultry  who  pay  a  large  slice 
towards  the  support  of  the  paper.  Such 
writings  as  John  II.  Robinson  gives  you,  and 
many  things  Mr.  Hunter  himself  says  are 
death  to  advertisements  of  thoroughbred 
poultry. 

I  honestly  believe  what  I  have  stated  above, 
and  for  that  reason  do  not  feel  like  advertising 
my  business  in  the  Farm-Poultry  any  more 
till  I  know  that  justice  will  be  done  to 
Thoroughbred  Poultry." 

Farm-Poultry,  through  its  editors,  and 
through  its  contributors,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  has  always  advocated  practical 
thoroughbreds.  The  views  of  the  contributors 
alluded  to  as  exceptions  have  never  had 
editorial  endorsement,  but  have  been  published 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  representative  opin- 
ions on  the  unpopular  side  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Hunter,  in  the  course  of  his  visits  to 
poultrymen,  found  some  men  doing  good  work 
with  mongrel  fowls.  Was  it  an  injustice  to 
the  breeder  of  thoroughbreds  to  mention  this? 
Is  the  reputation  of  the  thoroughbred  based 
on  such  a  flimsy  foundation  that  it  cannot 
stand  the  truth  about  the  mongrels? 

Every  tub  should  stand  on  its  own  bottom. 
Every  breeder  of  thoroughbred  fowls  must 
stand  or  fall,  succeed  or  fail  loilh  the  reputa- 
tion he  establishes  for  his  oivn  stock,  not 
with  the  general  character  of  his  breeds.  We 
do  not  question  that  this  man  honestly  believes 
what  he  says;  but  he  is  certainly  wrong  in 
regard  to  the  attitude  of  Farm-Poultry. 

As  to  the  writings  of "  a  few  men  who 
believe  in  ?io;/(iH(/  btit  dunghills,"  iithey  h:ive 
ever  appeared  in  Farm-Poultry  we  would 
like  to  know  when  and  where.  Point  them 
out.  Men  who  believe  in  nothing  but  dung- 
hills do  not  even  subscribe  for  poultry  papers, 
to  say  nothing  of  writing  for  them.  Mr.  C'u^h- 
man  is  an  advocate  of  cross-bred  fowls  for 
the  farmer.  The  writer  does  not  agree  with 
him.  Of  this,  though,  there  can  be  no  doubt; 
the  advocate  of  cross-bred  fowls  helps  khe 
breeder  to  sell  thoroughbreds,  and  with  many 
a  farmer  the  cross-bred  fowl  is  a  step  toward 
the  thoroughbred. 

Instead  of  believing  in  the  dunghill  fowl, 
Mr.  Roliinson  believes  most  thoroughly  in  the 
thoroughbred.  What  is  more,  not  a  single 
criticism  of  standard  bred  fowls  can  be  found 
in  anything  he  has  written  that  cannot  be 
paralleled  in  the  writings  of  well  known 
fanciers  and  judges,  and  no  contributor  to 
Farm-Poultry  has  more  persistently 
denounced  common  hens,  mongrels  and 
crosses,  or  more  strenuously  insisted  that  the 
average  thoroughbred,  though  not  what  it 
might  be,  was  still  far-and-away  better  than 
the  average  fowl  not  thoroughbred. 

The  reason  assigned  by  this  gentleman  for 
unsatisfactory  sales  cannot  be  the  true  one. 
The  attitude  of  F.-P.  and  its  contributors  has 
not  been  as  he  states.  Full  justice  is  done  to 
the  thoroughbred  and  to  the  breeder  of  thor- 
oughbreds in  these  columns. 

Advertisers  in  Farm-Poultry  Do  Get  Results. 

One  writes: — "Our  ad.  in  F.-P.  brought 
us  from  one  customer  $175.  It  is  the  best 
advertising  medium  we  have  ever  used." 

Another:  —  "  Use  about  twice  the  amount 
of  space  you  have  been  giving  me." 


Another:  —  "  Sincfe  placing  our  first  small 
ad.  in  Farm-Poultry  we  have  received 
orders,  directly  traceable  to  the  paper, 
amounting  to  $570.20."  (The  period  covered 
was  five  months). 

Another:  —  "  Farm-Poultry  has  brought 
us  in  over  one-half  of  all  our  business."   Kor ' 
was  it  a  small  business.   One  of  the  leading 
firms. 

Another:  —  "I  should  say  that  I  have 
received  ten  inquiries  from  my  F.-P.  ad.  to 
one  from  the  others." 

Another: — There  is  not  a  bill  we  pay  more 
cheerfully  than  for  advertising  in  Farm- 
Poultry,  as  we  always  feel  that  we  have  got 
full  value  for  our  money." 

Another : — "  Have  sold  more  stock  and  eggs 
the  past  season  than  ever  before,  and  fully 
three-fourths  of  our  orders  came  through 
Fa  rm-Potjltry." 

Another: — "My  inch  advertisement  was  a 
success.  The  first  order  received  was  for  a 
f.50.00  breeding  pen  of  birds.  Also  received 
orders  for  eggs  from  New  Jersey  to  .Cali- 
fornia." 

And  still  another  breeder,  one  of  the  best 
known  in  this  vicinity,  stated  that  he  had  but 
one  fault  to  find  with  Farm-Poultry  as  an 
advertising  medium.  When  he  began  to  use 
it,  he  could,  through  it,  work  off  a  large  part 
of  his  culls ;  but  now  its  readers  all  wanted  the 
best.  • 

These  statements  are  all  from  breeders  of 
thoroughbred  fowls,  most  of  them  from  well 
known  exhibitors.  They  evidently  find  that 
it  pays  to  advertise  thoroughbred  poultry  in 
Farm-Poultry-. 

The  files  of  the  advertising  manager  contain 
many  similar  testimonials. 

We  would  like  to  have  all  the  advertisers  as 
well  pleased.  Just  as  the  man  who  sells  eggs 
for  hatching  likes  to  get  reports  of  good 
hatches.  Successful  sales  depend  on  many 
other  things  besides  the  policy  of  the  papers 
advertised  in.  When  advertisers  get  the 
space  their  contract  calls  for  and  fair  treat- 
ment in  the  paper  Farm- Poultry  has  done 
its  part.  And  we  insist  that  a  man  is  very 
mu<  h  mistaken  who  believes  that  the  policy 
of  Farm-Poultry  and  the  writings  of  its 
contributors  are  calculated  to  injure  the  sales 
of  breeders  of  thoroughbred  stock. 

The  reason  must  be  sought  elsewhere. 

When  to  Begin. 

"  When  is  the  best  time  to  begin  to  prepare 
show  birds?"  asks  a  correspondent.  We 
answer:  "Now,"  and  the  answer  would  have 
been  the  same  a  month  since,  would  be  the 
same  a  month  hence.  If  you  have  not  begun 
to  shape  your  show  birds,  postpone  the  begin- 
ning no  longer.  Make  your  fowls  attain  the 
size  you  want,  in  order  that  you  may  not  a 
few  weeks  before  the  show  have  to  study  the 
problem  of  how  to  put  an  eight  pound  fowl  in 
a  six  pound  bird's  skin.  To  do  this  you  must 
feed  for  bone  and  muscle,  and  you  nuist  give 
them  room.  It  is  possible  to  raise  good  birds, 
whatever  the  object,  on  a  very  small  plot  of 
ground — provided  you  don't  attempt  to  raise 
too  many.  Begin  to  cull  noiv;  cull  closely; 
keep  on  culling.  The  quarters  which  were 
roomy  for  the  brood  with  the  hen  are  crowded 
for  the  weanlings.  The  yard  which  was 
ample  for  the  latter  is  narrow  for  the  half- 
grown  chicks.  Give  them  room  enough  to  be 
happy  in,  and  whenever  you  see  a  chick  that 
cannot  keep  up  with  the  procession,  have 
chicken  for  dinner. 

Begin  now  to  handle  them.  Tame  them  as 
they  grow  up.  Don't  wait  until  a  few  days 
before  the  show  and  then  try  to  tame  them'iu 
the  exhibition  coop.  Begin  now  to  give  qual- 
ity and  tone  to  the  feathers,  and  to  clean  up 
the  legs — keep  them  clean. 

The  Same  Rules 
Apply  to  getting  stock  in  shape  for  winter 
laying.  It  won't  do  to  let  the  pullets  go  as 
they  please  until  October  or  November,  and 
then  expect  them  to  settle  down  to  business  as 
soon  as  put  into  winter  quarters.  The  making 
of  a  winter  layer  is  a  uwrk,  not  an  act.  Get 
rid  of  all  stock  but  what  you  have  room  to 
winter,  as  fast  as  you  can.  Give  the  pullets 
intended  for  layers  the  best  possible  chance. 

Name  Wanted. 
Will  D.  N.  H.,  of  Cornwall,  N.  Y.,  send  us 
his  name  and  full  address?   We  have  a  letter 
which  may  be  of  value  to  him. 


isor 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 


Camsf«mdemts  trko  c-, 

fiwfl—,  CMtrw  o«/jf  one  iMy«u-y  prtMtetl.  Lt-H>t 
16r  the  anarer  to  four  ^esiivH,  not  for  j/our  tm'liaU 
mnJ  residence. 

Questions  Briefly  Answere*!: 

[Any  of  th*  nnmbcrs  of  Fakm-Poi-xtrt  reforroi 
to  b«(ow,  will  be  $ui>pli«<l  at  tlie  rale  oJ  fivt-  ci  nls 
each.] 

SorTH-ELiST  Front.— (F.  L.,  Slass.n-lui- 
setts) :  We  prefer  a  house  to  face  tbe  soiill;- 
easU 

Millet  Seed.— (H.  H.  S.,  Ohio):  Millet 
seed  is  excellent  for  young:  chicks. 

Dicks  TiX)  Fat.— {A.  F.  R..  Wasbiiigton) : 
Ducks  will  not  lay  vrell  when  too  fat. 

ESLAKGEMEXT   OF   LnT.R.— (G.    E.  X., 

Missouri) :  Your  hen  died  of  enlargement  of 
the  liver. 

ri  Ll^ETS  Too  Fat.— (W.  E.  M.,  Canada)  : 
When  pullets  are  too  fat  they  are  backward 
ID  starting  in  laying.  * 

Go<>D  Crosses.— (H.  CMicligan) :  Brown 
Leghorn  on  either  Indian  Game  or  Silver 
Wyandotte  makes  a  good  general  purpose 
cross. 

Polish  as  La  vers.— iW.  n.  MrM.,  Penn- 
sylvania) :  The  Golden  Poli.-b  are  good  layers 
If  they  are  not  too  closely  inbred. 

Wastlsg  Away.— (S.  A.  B.,  Vermont) : 
When  a  hen  wastes  away  in  Hcsh  and  grows 
light,  there  is  no  cure  for  her. 

Duck  Eggs.— (W.  D.  B.,  Illinois) :  Duck 
e^s  require  the  same  treatment  during  incu- 
bation as  do  hen  eggs,  with  the  exception  of 
more  airing. 

Lt>SL\G  Feathers.- (F.  C.  B.,  Massachu- 
sctt*)  :  The  feathers  on  tbe  under  part  of  the 
body  of  broody  hens  are  apt  to  fall  out,  espe- 
cially during  warm  weather. 

Lack  of  Limk.— (X.  I.  S.,  Micblgnn) : 
When  the  egg  shells  are  thin  it  is  an  indication 
that  there  is  a  lack  of  lime  in  tbe  food. 

Weak  Brwker  Chicks.— (L.  E.  Q..  Xew 
Jersey):  Wheu  chicks  are  crowded  in  the 
brooder,  have  little  exercise,  and  tbe  heat 
allowed  to  get  too  high,  tbe  chicks  weaken 
and  die. 

Chickf^x  Pox.— (A.  G.,  Texas):  The 
turkeys  with  yellow  spots  on  bead,  mouth, 
etc.,  have  chicken  pox.  Apply  carbolated 
vaseline  to  the  ulcers  twice  a  day.  Avoid 
damp  bouses  and  exposure  to  rains. 

Cakkyisg  Bi:(X»Dr  Hexs.— (W.  K.  M., 
Canada) :  Broody  bens  can  lie  tafely  carried 
quite  a  distance  in  bran  sacks.  They  should 
be  closed  up  on  the  new  nest  for  a  day  or  two. 

Bri  'KEX  Dowx.— ( J.  S.  B.,  Massachusetts) : 
Tbe  ben  which  assumes  the  duck  attitude 
when  standing,  is  broken  down,  due  to  too 
close  attention  of  the  male  bird.  Keniove  her 
from  tbe  flock. 

White  Wosdeks.— (F.  D.  B.,Xew  Tork) : 
Tbe  While  Wonders  have  tbe  appearance  of 
While  Wyandottes,  with  the  exception  of 
feathers  on  their  legs.  They  are  about  the 
weight  of  PlymoutJi  Rocks,  and  are  good 
layers  and  excellent  table  fowls. 


Best  Food  to  Make  Hens  Lay. 

Mr.  EiJitor:— Pleast  kt  me  know  through  Farm- 
POL'LTRV  the  best  food  to  make  liens  lay— where  to 
obtain  it.  tlie  price  per  bi'shel,  and  Itow  much  should 
be  fed  to  fifty  hens  a  day.  I  feed  my  hens  on  corn- 
Do  other  kind  of  grain.  I  get  but  few  eggs. 

\nial  will  cure  gapes  in  chickens?  I  save  a  few  by 
mnning  a  feather  down  tbe  windpipe,  but  it  is  diffi- 
cult, and  not  a  very  succestful  remedy. 

Mtat  will  keep  large  head  lice  off  of  little  chickens? 

BestpitcU,  Md.  S.  B. 

There  is  no  such  article  on  the  market  as  a 
specially  prepared  food,  exactly  suited  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  laying  bens  and 
insure  a  good  supply  of  eggs.  Don't  get  the 
notion  that  the  hen  is  a  mere  machine  to 
which  you  are  to  feed  raw  material  in  such 
quantities  as  you  wish,  and  which  is  to  turn 
tbe  raw  material  into  eggs  in  quantities  corre- 
sponding to  the  amount  of  food  given.  The 
hen  is  an  organism  with  a  slight  degree  of 
intelligence,  and  a  great  deal  of  individuality. 
She  hxs  likes  ami  dislikes,  tastes  and  distastes, 
s  will  and  wishes  of  her  own.   You  cannot 


handle  her  as  you  would  a  machine.  No 
single  food,  or  combination  of  foods  will  do 
what  you  want.  For  one  of  the  best  siistems 
of  feeding  see  the  article.  "Feeding  Fowls 
for  Eggs."  in  FARM-PofLTRV  for  Dec.  1st, 
ISOo.  which  we  mail  you  for  live  cents. 

Among  others,  •'Farm-Poultry  Doctor" 
gives  these  two  cures  for  gapes :  '•  Have  a 
large  box  with  a  door  in  the  side, and  covered 
on  top  with  a  coarse  cloth,  A  few  birils  are 
put  into  tbe  box.  then  air-slaked  lime  is  dusted 
upon  the  cloth,  Tbe  birds  breathe  in  the 
dust;  it  seems  to  make  tbe  worms  relax  their 
hold  upon  the  membrane,  and  by  the  cough- 
ing caused  by  the  lime  the  worms  are  ejected. 
The  same  box  can  be  used  in  trying  carbolic 
.acid.  Tbe  birds  are  put  in  as  before,  but 
upon  a  platform  of  laths  one  foot  from  the 
bottom  of  tbe  box.  Then  on  a  red-hot  brick 
pour  one  te.aspoonful  carbolic  acid.  Two  or 
three  exposures  kill  tbe  worms,  and  careful 
watching  is  needful  to  prevent  the  birds  being 
killed  also. 

To  keep  head  lice  off  little  chickens  keep 
hens,  nests  and  coops  free  from  lice. 

To  kill  them  when  on  the  chicks,  the  writer 
has  found  Dalmatian  powder  the  most  easily 
applied  and  most  effective  remedy.  Place  the 
chicks  in  a  tolerably  tight  box,  and  sprinkle 
well  with  tbe  powder,  blowing  it  on  them 
from  a  powder  gun.  It  tbe  chicks  are 
brooded  by  hens,  use  the  powder  freely  on 
the  hens  too.  Hold  a  hen  up  by  tbe  feet  and 
puff  tbe  powder  well  into  the  feathers,  espe- 
cially under  the  wings  and  in  the  fluff. 


Almut  Starting  in  Business. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  have  been  breeding  pure  bred  poul- 
try for  a  number  of  years,  antl  huve  given  the  subject 
of  haiching  and  rearing  chicks  by  Incubator  and 
brooder  considerable  study.  I  flatter  myself  that  I  am 
successful,  seldom  having  more  than  a  loss  of  ten  per 
cent  in  raislngwhal  Ihatch.  I  wouldlikeyouropiuion 
on  this: 

I  am  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  must  novi-  rely  on  it  for  a 
living.  I  havealot  of  ground  00. \  ISO  feet,  and  another, 
opposite  side  of  the  street,  ViO  x  AW  feet,  I  have  a 
friend  in  the  country  about  two  and  a  half  miles  wlu* 
Is  a  trucker,  and  who  wants  to  go  into  ihe  poultry 
business.  He  has  about  fifteeu  acres,  but  knows 
very  little  about  the  business.  He  is  afraid  to 
attempt  it  himself,  and  wauls  nie  to  join  him  iii  part- 
nership. 1  to  do  the  hatching  and  brooding  the 
chicks  until  they  can  be  transferred  to  his  place,  and 
he  and  his  family  attend  to  thcold  stock.  Our  object 
would  be  market  poultry  and  eggs. 

Our  trouble  is  we  have  little  or  no  capital  to  go  into 
it  on  a  large  scale — so  would  it  justify  us  to  attempt  it 
on  asniall  scale?  I  am  much  heller  equipiied  f(»r  my 
end  of  il  than  he  is,  as  he  would  have  to  build  the  hen 
houses,  and  I  have  now  incubator  and  brooder  cajiac- 
Ily  to  raise  one  thousand  cliicks  a  yeJr.  What  <lo 
you  Ihink  of  it?  Would  you  think  it  advisable  to  go 
into  it  in  a  small  way,  and  leave  it  to  grow  as  we 
realize  on  it?  Or,  in  oilier  words,  would  you  advise 
us  t>>  make  a  small  start  and  put  all  or  part  of  wliat 
we  make  in  the  business?  What  would  you  consider 
f;tir  terms— fair  to  both  of  us?  .J.  F.  P. 

Middletown,  Pa. 

Starling  in  a  small  way  is  the  only  way  to 
build  up  a  successful  plant.  With  your 
knowledge  of  artiflcial  incubation,  and  the 
help  of  J  our  friend  in  tbe  caring  of  fowls  for 
eggs,  a  profitable  business  could  be  estab- 
lished. Our  advice  would  be,  fiiasraucb  as 
you  have  your  trade,  and  your  friend  has 
other  branches  of  the  farm  to  attend  to,  that 
you  for  the  first  year  or  two  invest  all  you 
get  from  the  plant,  so  as  to  properly  enlarge 
it  to  make  a  business  in  w  hich  you  both,  in 
the  future,  can  put  all  your  time. 

Xow  the  work  could  be  well  divided.  You 
take  the  broiler  part,  and  your  friend  the  egg 
trade;  he  to  care  for  the  hens  for  eggs,  and 
you  batch  and  raise  the  broilers.  When  it 
goes  to  terms  upon  which  you  should  be  paid, 
a  good  plan  would  be  that  you  get  two-thirds 
of  the  profits  from  the  broilers,  and  he  the 
one-third;  on  eggs,  he  twothirds  of  tbe 
profits,  and  you  one-third.  This  would  be 
giving  each  of  you  a  third  more  in  the  branch 
for  which  you  are  putting  the  most  effort. 
Again,  you  should  reserve  the  right  to  call  on 
him  for  incubator  eggs,  and  he  on  you  for 
stock  for  egg  protluciion. 

We  cannot  get  down  to  exact  terms  of 
agreement,  as  we  are  not  personally  acquainted 
with  all  tbe  details;  but,  looking  at  it  in  a 
business  way,  it  seems  that  such  an  arrange- 
ment would  be  tbe  most  satisfactory,  and 
each  man  would  be  amply  rewarded  for  the 
work  he  does.  He  should  put  up  bis  own 
hen  houses, as  you  have  put  up  your  incubator 
and  brooder  houses,  anfl  have  tbe  machines. 
Your  goods  and  bouses,  and  bis  houses  should 
be  your  individual  property,  and  the  stock 
with  w  hicb  to  keep  for  eggs,  he  should  buy  a 
half  interest. 


The  Hrecd  and  the  Scratclline  I'en. 
Mr.  Editor:— I  have  iKi  ii  very  uiuch  iiuerestiil  m 
one  of  your  lale^l  books,  viz.,  "A  Living  J'roni 
Poultry,"  aud  would  like  to  ask  you  just  two  ques- 
tions, and  not  intrude  upon  your  valuable  time  any 
further. 

Why  do  you  prefer  White  Wyandottes  to  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks  In  the  three  breeds  that  you  welcome 
for  broilers,  roasters  :hu1  eggs?  The  Barred  Hocks 
are,  as  you  know,  much  heavierthan  the  Wyauiioltes, 
and  would  count  more  when  Ihey  went  iiv  the  pot. 

I  like  the  advice  given  for  Light  Brahnias  and 
While  Leghorns.  Would  not  Rose  Comb  Leghorns 
lay  just  as  well  ?  They  would  be  much  better  in  this 
climate. 

Another  subject  which  I  wish  to  consult  you  about 
is  the  scratching  pen  system.  Would  11  not  be  just 
as  well  for  a  hen  lo  have  the  regular  winter  coop  to 
work  in  if  it  was  kept  well  tilled  with  hay  or  straw, 
wit.'^  nlpnty  of  fresh  .lir?  It  seems  to  me  that  hens 
caniiOl  be  kept  busy  the  entire  day  whether  in  a 
scratching  pen  or  coop,  unless  you  keep  piling  the 
grain  into  Ihem. 

I  expect  to  start  In  the  hen  business  sometime,  and 
would  very  much  like  your  counsel  on  these  few 
points.  C.  V.  S. 

Springfield,  Mass, 

The  White  Wyandotte  breed,  as  mentioned 
in  tbe  book,  '•  A  Living  From  Poultry,"  is 
chosen  on  account  of  its  adaplabilily  to  broiler 
raising.  The  Plymouth  Rock  is  also  a  good 
breed  for  that  purpose,  but  not  so  good  as  the 
Wyandotte.  It  is  true  that  they  are  heavier 
than  the  Wyandottes,  whi(^b  counts  when 
they  go  to  the  pot ;  but  a  broiler  never  goes  to 
the  pot,  and  weight  has  very  little  to  do  with 
It  so  long  as  a  plump  broiler  in  not  more  than 
twelve  weeks  is  attained.  The  ideal  broiler, 
accepted  as  a  standard  by  tbe  best  poultry- 
men,  is  as  follow  s : 

Weight  —  From  one  and  a  quarter  to  two 
pounds  each,  according  to  the  time  of  the 
year. 

ne:ul  — Short. 

Comb  —  Small  —  rose  or  pea  preferred. 

Back — Short,  broad  and  flat  at  the  shoulders. 

Breast  —  Broad,  deep  and  full. 

Body  —  Short,  deep  and  well  rounded. 

Legs  —  Short  and  stout  thighs;  short  and 
stout  shanks,  free  from  feathers,  and  bright 
yellow  in  color. 

Color  of  skin  — A  rich  yellow,  and  free  from 
pin  feathers. 

Compare  that  standard  with  the  standard 
given  of  both  tbe  White  Wyandottes  and  the 
Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  it  will  bo  seen 
that  it  comes  very  much  nearer  the  former 
than  the  latter.  Understand,  we  are  referring 
only  to  broilers.  If  small  roasters  are  to  be 
raised,  or  if  a  genenil  purpose  farm  fowl  is 
wanted,  then  the  Barred  or  While  Plymouth 
Rocks  without  a  doubt  are  second  to  none; 
but  U>r  the  best  broilers  we  have  yet  to  find 
the  breed  that  will  come  up  to  the  While 
Wyandottes,  and  that  is  why  we  advised  tlicin 
in  our  book,  "  A  Living  From  Poultry."  On 
tbe  same  principle  we  advised  Light  Brahnias 
for  large  roasters.  We  know  that  there  are 
other  breeds  that  would  give  excellent  satis- 
faction, as  for  instance,  the  Cochins  or  Lang- 
shans.butin  our  experience  the  Light  Biah- 
mas  have  been  more  satisfactory. 

In  Leghorns  we  have  chosen  the  Single 
Comb  Whites,  as  they  have  alw  ays  given  us 
the  most  eggs  (and  we  tried  them  side  by  side 
with  the  Rose  Comb  Whiles).  Yet  we  do 
not  believe  they  will  lay  as  many  eggs  as  the 
Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns,  but  the  eggs 
are  so  much  larger  that  w  e  have  taken  quality 
more  in  view  than  quantity.  While  we  know 
the  Single  Comb  While  Leghorns  will  not  lay 
as  many  eggs  as  the  Single  Comb  Browns,  we 
do  know  that  if  weight  is  considered  the  eggs 
laid  by  the  Whites  will  be  as  heavy  as  those 
laid  by  tbe  Browns,  and  wc  always  prefer  a 
large  sized  egg  to  a  sni;ill  one.  They  sell 
much  better  in  market,  and  still  better  to 
private  egg  custom.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  Rose  Comb  White  Leghorns  will  lay  more 
eggs  in  winter  than  the  Single  Comb  breed 
will;  but  all  breeds,  for  that  matter,  must 
have  warm  quarters  if  winter  egg  production 
is  expected. 

2d.  It  is  not  strictly  necessary  to  have 
scratching  pens  if  the  regular  hen  house  is 
large,  and  tbe  floor  well  littered  so  that  the 
fowls  will  have  something  to  scratch  in;  but 
a  scratching  pen  is  preferred,  for  the  fowls 
seem  more  satisfied  to  get  out  into  another 
room  to  work.  They  have  been  in  the  ben 
house  all  night.  They  want  to  get  out,  and 
the  pen  being  adjoining,  and  the  door  open, 
they  can  change  their  quarters  as  soon  as 
they  get  up.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
the  fowls  must  be  conslantly  fed  to  make 
them  exercise.  One  or  two  baiidfulsof  wheat 


thrown  among  tbe  litter  in  tbe  morning  will 
get  them  to  exeicising  until  you  get  their 
morning  m;isb  ready.  At  noon  several  baiid- 
fuls  more  Ciin  be  thrown  in,  and  at  night  the 
regularmeal  given  scattered  among  this  liltcr. 
If  you  should  give  them  a  lot  of  grain  each 
time,  you  would  soon  fill  them  up,  and  they 
would  not  work  for  more.  The  idea  is  to 
give  them  only  a  little,  so  that  they  will  have 
an  object  lo  work  for  more.  Long  after  the 
last  grain  has  been  found  they  will  keep  up 
their  search.  Then  they  will  take  a  rest,  but 
eager  to  go  at  work  again  when  they  know 
that  more  can  be  founil. 

Fowls  must  exercise.  It  gives  them  good 
digestion,  and  it  gives  them  a  good  appetite. 
Of  course,  in  the  isbsence  of  a  sci  aU  hiiig  shed, 
the  reguhir  hen  house  can  be  utilized  for  that 
purpose.  M.  K.  B. 


Is  This  Rheuiiiatisui  or  Lice? 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  now  about  sixty  chicks  in  four 
coops.  1  h;itched  :iboul  eiglily:  three  were  hatched 
with  their  hea<ls  drawn  backward  on  their  backs.  I 
drowned  those  as  they  couhl  not  eat.  Since  then  I 
have  had  two  or  three  drop  oil'  every  week.  They 
would  be  as  lively  as  Ihe  others  and  In  alitlle  while 
they  become  droopy  and  in  two  or  three  hours  would 
he  dead  with  their  heails  drawn  tightly  on  their  backs. 
I  visited  the  njan  of  whom  I  bought  the  eggs.  He 
had  some  ehicks  that  looked  as  if  they  were  ailing 
also,  although  he  clain)s  lhal  none  have  died.  They 
arc  all  I?.  I*.  Kocks.  They  are  fi-ee  from  diarrhtea. 
Can  you  tell  uh-  what  is  the  mailer?     II.  F.  It..  .Jr. 

Silver  Lake,  Mass. 

The  trouble  may  be  due  to  lice;  but  we  are 
Inclined  lo  think  it  is  rheumatism  afleeling 
particularly  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  and 
causing  death  by  suffocation.  The  bead  aud 
neck  being  held  in  an  unnatural  position  Ihe 
chick  cannot  breathe  properly.  Tbe  tendency 
to  rheumatism  is  hereditary,  and  the  disease 
is  very  prev;ilent  in  this  section  ai  |)resent 
because  of  the  long  continued  cold  r;iins. 


Feedine  Chicks  nnt\  I>iicUling». 

Mr.  Editor:  — 1st.  What  is  the  best  feed  for  little 
chickens  when  eight  weeks  olil? 

2d.  AVhat  is  the  best  feed  for  I,eghorns  when  feed- 
ing for  eggs? 

Sil.  What  is  the  best  feed  for  ducklings  when  first 
hatched?  Miss  F,.  W. 

Pleasantville,  K.  Y, 

1st.  At  eight  weeks  of  age,  if  tbe  chicks 
have  a  good  range,  we  should  give  a  m;ish  only 
once  a  day,  and  that  in  tbe  morning.  Equal 
parts,  by  measurement,  of  bran,  corn  meal, 
rolled  oats  and  iniddlings,  to  which  are  added 
a  little  meat  scraps,  make  an  excellent  mash. 
Green  food  and  scraps  from  the  table  at  noon, 
and  whole  wheat  at  night. 

2d.  The  above  feed  will  also  be  excellent 
for  laying  stock. 

3d.  When  first  hatched  we  feed  ducklings 
rolled  oats,  moistened  with  milk,  three  times 
a  day.  We  alternate  the  nd'ed  oats  with  stale 
bread  crumbs  moistened  with  milk,  when  we 
can  get  the  former. 
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Hens  Killing  Their  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:— Last  week  I  liad  two  liens  hatch.  On 
goiug  into  the  barn  I  saw  a  hen  that  was  liatching 
peck  her  own  chicks.  There  was  also  anotlier  at 
lie  r  nest  hel  ping  her.  On  the  floor  were  seven  or  eight 
dead  chicks.  I  took  the  hen  away,  putting  anotlier 
hen  which  I  had  just  reset,  on  her  nest.  Today  I  had 
two  more  Iiatch.  Together  they  killed  twelve.  I  tried 
two  other  hens,  and  they  killed  four  more.  They  kill 
them  just  as  they  come  out  of  the  shell,  sometimes 
picking  the  skin  nearly  off.  I  set  them  in  a  room  in 
the  barn,  about  ten  or  twelve  at  a  time.  With  the 
exception  of  these  four  hens  I  have  had  very  good 
hatches,  hatching  nearly  every  egg  set.  The  hens  are 
IJrown  Leghorns  and  Black  Minorcas.  If  you  can 
'enlighten  me  as  to  the  cause  of  the  hens  killing  the 
•chicks,  I  shall  be  very  grateful.  H.  M.  R. 

Palmyra,  N.Y. 

It  is  as  difficult  to  explain  sucb  unnatural 
■conduct  in  hens  as  in  human  beings.  Instances 
of  hens  liilling  their  chicks  are  by  no  means 
rare,  though  we  do  not  remember  ever  to 
bave  heard  of  such  a  wholesale  slaugbter  of 
the  Innocents  as  is  here  reported.  It  is  to  be 
noted  in  the  first  place  that  in  this  case  the 
hens,  if  not  thoroughbreds,  partook  largely 
of  the  blood  of  non-sitting  stock,  in  which  the 
maternal  instinct  is  certainly  weaker  than  in 
the  breeds  which  incubate.  Next  the  hens 
were  so  situated  that  the  vicious  act  of  one 
would  incite  the  others.  Sitting  hens  ought 
to  be  so  handled,  particularly  while  eggs  are 
hatching,  that  one  can  not  molest,  or  interfere, 
or  in  any  way  communicate  with  another. 
-"An  ounce  of  prevention  is  better  than  a 
pound  of  cure,"  better,  too,  than  pages  of 
speculation  as  to  causes.  With  such  a  nest  as 
is  described  in  Farm-Poultuy  for  March 
15th,  the  discouraging  accidents  connected 
with  hatching  by  the  natural  method  ;raay  be 
greatly  reduced,  though  they  never  cau  be 
entirely  done  away  with. 

As  to  the  vicious  hens,  kill  and  eat  them. 
Stamp  vice  out  of  your  flocks. 


.Subscribers  as  Agents. 

Mr.  Editor:—  Your  quotation  of  Mr.  D.  Phillips' 
letter  under  tlie  heading,  "The  One  Tiling  Needful," 
.attracted  niy  attention.  So  the  "spirit  moved"  me 
to  write  you  a  few  lines.  In  the  lirst  place  I  will  say 
Jliatlamanew  subscriber  to  Farm-Poultky  (this 
heing  the  first  number  received  since  subscribing, 
iind  the  first  I  ever  saw  was  a  couple  of  samples 
hauded  me  by  my  friend  Ilerr,  editor  of  tlie  Colorado 
Poiiltry  Jotirnal.  After  perusing  them  I  liked  them 
so  well  that  I  decided  to  subscribe.  So  I  scut  friend 
Herr  $1.05  for  his  paper  and  F.-P.  one  year,  and  as  I 
was  paid  up  for  over  a  year  to  the  Colorado  Poultry 
Journal^  I  had  it  sent  to  my  sister  in  Texas. 

As  a  means  of  increasing  the  circulation  of  Fahm- 
PoirLTBY  I  will  suggest  that  all  subscribers  simply 
take  it  on  tliemselves  to  act  as  agents,  and  have  the 
publishers  send  them  samples  for  distribution.  I 
feel  sure  that  all  who  are  as  much  pleased  with  F.-P. 
as  I  am  will  cheerfully  distribute  a  half  dozen  or 
more  copies,  and  I  am  also  willing  to  act  as  agent 
gratis.  I  can  easily  distribute  a  dozen  among  parties 
InterCBted  in  poultry  who  probably  never  saw  the 
paper. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  I  want  to  ask  you  a  question  or 
two. 

1st.  Several  of  my  chicks  after  they  were  a  week 
old  had  feet  swelled  and  blistered,  mostly  between 
the  toes,  but  in  some  cases  extending  up  the  shanks. 
The  blisters  looked  like  thej'  might  have  been  caused 
by  their  running  into  liot  embers,  which  is  an  im- 
possibility. At  first  it  did  not  seem  to  hurt  them 
very  much;  they  would  eat  well,  and  stay  with  the 
liens,  but  finally  some  of  them  became  blind.  All 
were  apparently  doing  fairly  well  under  artificial 
feeding  and  doctoring  with  an  ointment  made  of 
carbolized  vaseline  and  lard,  and  giving  condition 
powders,  etc.,  until  a  sudden  shower  caught  them. 
As  a  consequence  thej-  are  nearly  all  well  {i.  e.  dead). 
If  you  or  any  of  your  readers  can  tell  me  what  the 
trouble  is  and  the  cure,  I  will  he  greatly  obliged  as  I 
have  utterly  failed  to  ascertain  from  anyone  so  far. 

2nd.  Why  is  it  that  there  are  no  ads.  of  Dorking 
fowls  in  your  paper?  I  have  looked  over  several 
poultry  papers  and  failed  to  find  an  ad.  of  any 
breeder  of  Dorkings.  Hence,  I  conclude  that  there 
are  but  few  of  them  raised  in  the  U.  S.,  that  they  are 
not  the  fowl  for  this  country,  or  perhaps,  those  who 
breed  them  are  afraid  that  if  they  advertised  they 
might  sell  a  few  fowls  or  eggs.  If  I  had  the  a<ldress 
of  a  good  reliable  breeder,  I  would  try  to  talk  to  him 
about  a  good  male  bird.  I  have  lately  bought  a 
dozen  chicks  and  as  they  are  "  too  close  kin,"  I  do 
not  wish  to  breed  any  closer  If  I  can  obtain  males 
from  reliable  breeders.  I  am  making  a  specialty  of 
S.  L.  Wyandottes,  and  barring  the  blistered  feet 
have  had  splendid  success.  O.F.  W. 

Morrison,  Colo. 

Subscribers  who  wish  to  act  as  agents  will 
find  special  inducements  and  combination 
ofTers  in  the  advertising  columns.  To  those 
who  prefer  it  the  publishers  give  a  very  liberal 
cash  commission. 

1st.  It  is  not  easy  to  account  for  the  blis- 
ters on  the  chicks'  feet,  and  unless  the  cause 
and  nature  of  the  blisters  is  known  the  remedy 
cannot  be  prescribed.  If  any  of  our  subscrilj- 
ers  know  of  similar  cases  we  will  be  glad  to 
hear  from  them. 

2d.  We  are  not  sure  that  you  are  right 


about  no  Dorkings  being  advertised  in  our 
paper.  We  haven't  the  time  to  hunt  them  up 
now,  but  know  that  there  are  few  things  a 
poultryraan  would  be  likely  to  want  that  are 
not  advertised  there.  It  is  a  fact,  though, 
that  the  Dorkings  have  not  become  generally 
popular  in  this  country.  Some  who  have  bred 
them  claim  that  they  are  hardy  and  adapted  to 
this  climate ;  but  the  preponderance  of  opin- 
ion seems  to  be  the  other  way. 


How  LiOng  to  lirood  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  would  like  you  to  tell  nie  how  long 
to  brood  chicks.  I  have  eighty  White  P.  Uoek  chicks 
in  a  Peep-o'-Day  brooder;  they  are  now  flv/^iVy.eeks 
old,  and  I  shall  have  to  shut  them  out  of  the  hi  .^der 
tonight,  as  they  are  so  packed  in  I'm  sure  it  can't  he 
good  for  them.  I  think  they  claim  the  Peep-o'-Day 
will  brood  one  hundrcJ  up  to  six  weeks,  but  am  not 
sure.  (They  weigh  li  lbs.  the  largest).  I  haven't  had 
the  lamp  going  for  ten  days  as  the  temperature  was 
80  degrees  with  them  in  it,  without  the  lamp.  They 
are  a  healthy  lot  of  chicks,  and  I  think  the  whole 
secret  is  in  watching  the  temperature  so  closely.  I 
never  let  it  go  above  80  after  one  week  old,  and  a  shed 
they  can  run  into  right  from  tlie  brooder.  Although 
your  answer  won't  do  me  much  good  this  year,  your 
opinion  will  he  appreciated  for  another  year.  I  think 
if  we  had  had  continued  warm  weather  they  would 
have  grown  larger,  as  they  have  had  to  he  shut  in  the 
shed  so  many  wet  days.  They  get  all  the  milk  they 
want  to  drink  from  the  first  day.  I  claim  if  they  have 
it  before  them  the  whole  time  they  won't  drink  too 
much.  What  is  the  average  weight  of  a  chicken  four 
weeks  old?  W'ill  not  P.  Rocks  do  better  hatched  lu 
April?  I  was  afraid  May  was  too  late.  I  would  rather 
have  had  tliem  by  the  first  of  April.  V.  K.  W. 

Charles  River  Village. 

The  age  at  which  chicks  should  be  removed 
from  the  brooder  varies  with  the  time  of  the 
year  and  the  condition  of  the  chicks.  Strong 
active  chicks  would  at  this  season  of  the  year 
be  safely  left  to  themselves  for  warmth,  if 
giveii  a  tight,  dry  coop,  at  five  weeks  old. 
Earlier  in  the  season  they  would  need  the 
artificial  heat  for  si.v,  eight  or  even  ten  weeks. 
Chicks  of  less  vigorous  growth  should  be  kept 
in  the  brooder  for  a  longer  time.  I>et  it  be 
remembered  that  to  secure  best  results  the 
chicks  must  have  the  benefit  of  every  doubt. 
The  heat  must  be  where  the  little  fellows  can 
have  access  to  it,  if  they  feel  the  need  of  more 
warmth. 

In  Mr.  W.'s  case  we  would  advise  removing 
some  of  the  larger  chicks,  as  many  of  them  as 
necessary  to  give  what  remained  ample  room 
in  the  brooder. 

For  average  weight  of  chicks,  see  answer  to 
R.  D.  11.,  page  202  F.-P.,  May  15th. 

April  hatched  P.  Kocks  will  come  to  laying 
maturity  at  a  better  season  than  the  later 
birds.  Still,  if  your  stock  has  good  laying 
qualities  and  is  kept  growing  you  may  get 
them  to  laying  early  in  December. 


Why  is  the  Cockerel  Bald  ? 

Mr.  Editor:— In  May  15ih  Pahm-Poultry,  I  find 
under  heading, "  Her  Hens  Have  Bare  Heads,"  an 
answer  to  Mrs.  M.  W.'s  query,  and  as  I  have  been 
looking  for  light  on  that  same  trouble,  the  item  was 
very  timely;  but  what  puzzles  me  Is  the  fact  that  my 
cockerel  at  the  head  of  my  pen  of  bald  heads  is  also 
bald.  I£  it  hadn't  been  for  that  fact  I  would  have 
accepted  the  fealher  pulling  theory  long  ago.  I  have 
been  doctoring  for  baldness,  according  to  Dr.  San- 
horn's  method  in  "  Farm-Poultry  Doctor,"  without 
apparent  effect,  and  I  have  about  made  up  my  mind 
that  there  is  something  in  this  feather  pulling  idea; 
but  if  so,  why  is  the  cockerel  bald?  J.  A.  G. 

Pasadena,  Calif. 

Our  correspondent  will  notice  that  in  the 
May  15th  issue  we  gave  the  probable  cause 
for  that  particular  case,  not  tlie  only  cause 
for  bare  heads.  In  looking  for  the  cause  of 
bald  or  bare  heads  in  hens  we  naturally  turn 
to  this  first,  especially  at  this  season  of  the 
year.  There  are  other  causes.  Sometimes 
the  hens  in  a  flock  pick  the  feathers  from 
each  other's  heads  and  necks  as  well  as  from 
the  head  and  neck  of  the  male.  Cases  have 
been  observed  where  feather  pulling  hens 
confined  their  attention  quite  e.vclusively  to 
the  feathers  in  a  certain  section  of  their  mates. 
It  may  happen  th;it  a  single  hen  in  a  flock 
has  contracted  the  vicious  habit.  She  may  lie 
known  by  observing  that  she  alone  has  not 
been  disfigured,  the  cock  and  the  other  hens 
having  the  plumage  more  or  less  mutilated. 

Again,  we  must  not  overlook  the  fact  that 
it  is  possible  that  the  baldness  of  the  cock  and 
tlie  hens  in  a  flock  where  all  are  bald  may  be 
due  to  difl'erent  causes,  and  by  a  coincidence 
the  two  causes  have  produced  the  same  eftect 
at  the  same  time.  Wlien  the  comb  of  a  male 
bird  is  injured  so  that  it  bleeds,  the  females 
with  him  will  often,  if  not  prevented,  pick  at 
the  fresh  blood,  and  even  eat  a  part  of  the 


comb.  If  the  blood  runs  down  on  the  feathers 
of  the  head  they  may  eat  some  of  them.  If 
the  male  is  now  taken  away  the  feathers  will 
grow  out  all  right;  but  if  left  with  the  hens 
the  new  feathers  may  be  pulled  out  several 
times,  until  finally  the  system  of  the  bird 
ceases  its  efl'orts  to  repair  the  loss.  The  head 
remains  bald  until  the  time  of  the  annual 
moult,  when  all  the  energies  of  the  system 
being  directed  to  the  production  of  feathers, 
these  are  replaced  with  the  others. 

A  male  bird  thus  made  bald  might  in  the 
course  of  his  attentions  to  the  hens  render 
them  bald  also.  As  we  see,  a  given  eftect  is 
not  always  produced  by  the  same  cause,  and 
a  number  of  little  points  must  sometimes  be 
decided  before  we  approach  the  main  point  at 
issue.  Correspondents  should  bear  this  in 
mind,  and  endeavor  to  give  all  the  data  aft'ect- 
iiig  their  question,  and  to  withhold  what  does 
not  bear  upon  it. 


Gapes  or  Inflammation  of  the  Lungs. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  write  you  in  regard  to  some  chicks, 
two  weeks  old,  that  seem  to  have  fits  or  spasms.  They 
at  first  open  and  shut  their  mouth.  Later  on  in  the 
course  of  the  disease  tliey  will  hold  the  head  up,  open 
the  moutli,  shake  the  head  sometimes,  and  squat  down 
on  the  floor  a  few  minutes,  and  then  get  up  apparently 
all  right.  As  the  disease  progresses  they  will  at  these 
times  throw  themselves  on  the  floor  and  stretch  out 
the  legs,  entirely  unconscious  for  a  short  time,  and  at 
last  die  in  one  of  those  fits  — sometimes  on  their  side, 
and  sometimes  on  their  backs,  but  always  stretched 
out. 

They  are  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  have  been  fed 
four  times  a  day  just  about  what  thej'  will  eat  up  clean, 
and  the  dishes  taken  away  from  tliem.  They  have  had 
water  by  them,  also  grit,  constantly.  Have  been  fed 
johnny  cake  made  of  wheat  bran,  middlings,  and  about 
a  quarter  of  the  whole  in  corn  meal,  stirred  up  with 
sour  milk,  soda,  and  a  little  salt,  and  well  baked.  They 
have  had  cabbage  and  charcoal  daily,  and  some  milk 
at  first.  There  are  a  few  that  have  leg  weakness,  but 
your  explanation  of  that  in  Farm-Poultry  I  take  to 
be  correct,  and  recognize  the  fact  that  they  have  been 
too  warm  a  few  times. 

They  also  have  been  fed  wheat  bread,  rolled  oats,  a 
mash  of  wheat  bran,  middlings,  and  a  little  corn  meal 
wet  up  with  sweet  milk.  Also  timothy  seed  put  in  their 
chall  for  them  to  scratch  for  once  in  a  while.  They  are 
in  a  warm  house. 

There  is  but  one  cause  tli.at  I  can  see,  ,md  as  I  do 
not  know  the  effect  of  wild  mustard  seed  on  chicks,  I 
may  not  be  right  In  It.  Their  chaff  has  contained  a 
quantity  of  this  wild  mustard  seed,  which  grew  up 
with  the  oats,  and  was  threshed  out  with  them,  and 
must  he  mixed  with  the  chaff.  O.  E.  M. 

Peterboro,  N.  Y. 

The  trouble  may  be  gapes,  and  the  symp- 
toms also  point  to  inflammation  of  the  lungs. 
The  first  dead  bird  should  be  examined,  and 
if  worms  are  found  in  the  windpipe,  then  the 
other  ailing  chicks  should  be  treated  for 
gapes.  A  simple  and  effectual  remedy  for  the 
latter  is  to  give  a  small  piece  of  camphor 
about  the  size  of  a  grain  of  wheat,  daily,  and 
ten  drops  of  camphor  or  turpentine  added  to 
a  pint  of  drinking  water. 

If  no  worms  are  found,  then  we  should  say 
the  trouble  is  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs. 
Hundreds  of  brooder  raised  chicks  die  from 
this  disease  owing  to  crowding  in  corners 
until  overheated,  the  weaker  or  under  ones 
disengaging  themselves  and  rushing  to  the 
open  air,  only  to  catch  cold  on  the  lungs. 
This  is  one  of  the  great  evils  of  overcrowding 
or  keeping  too  warm. 

A  remedy  is  hard  to  give,  as  chicks  brought 
to  that  condition  are  not  easily  cured.  A 
dozen  liomeopathic  aconite  pellets  in  a  quart 
of  drinking  water  would  be  a  great  relief,  if 
not  a  cure.  The  best  step  is  to  prevent  further 
trouble  by  avoiding  overcrowding. 

We  have  had  no  experience  with  wild  mus- 
tard seed.  Probably  some  of  our  readers  can 
tell.  If  tliis  seed  is  highly  spiced,  it  may  have 
caused  a  sort  of  inflammation  to  the  crop,  but 
of  this  we  are  not  so  sure. 


Too  High  Temperature. 

Mr.  Editor:— What  is  the  matter  willi  my  chicks? 
In  batching  with  the  incubator  I  had  very  good  suc- 
cess, but  the  rub  comes  in  raising  them. 

I  use  a  hot  water  brooder,  heat  from  the  top,  size 
two  and  a  half  by  four  and  a  half  feet.  I  did  not  over- 
crowd, never  putting  more  tliiin  sixty  chickens  In  it. 
They  seem  to  get  along  all  right  until  the  fourth  or 
fifth  day,  when  they  become  bunged  up,  and  stay 
bunged  until  dead.  They  don't  seem  very  lively,  but 
stay  under  the  house  inosl^of  the  time.  I  keep  the 
temperature  at  95  degrees  the  first  week,  90deg.  the 
second,  and  so  on.  c.  S. 

Portland,  Ore. 

Too  high  temperature  in  the  brooder  is 
doing  the  mischief.  See  "  Lessons  From  a 
Dear  Experience,"  in  F.-P.,  June  1st. 


Breeders  AND  Marketmen. 


OUK  RKQUKSTS:  —  H«  make  Iwo  requests  of  our 
Sut}sc7'ibers.  One  is  when  vriling  our  Advertis- 
ing pa/ro)is  always  mention  FARM-PO ULTK y. 
Another  is  if  you  ask  them  questions,  alicays  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  will 
benefit  you  amazingly .  It  shows  that  you  mean  business. 
Remember,  Molasses  will  catch  more  flies  than 
vinegar,"  ajid  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 


A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  the 
Sunlight  Carbon.  10  cents  for  sample.  S.  ti. 
Robinson,  printer  F.-P.,  '29  Purchase  St.,  Boston. 


A.  P.  ALLEN,  Meadville,  Pa.  S.  C.  White  Leg- 
liorns.  It.  C.  Brown  l^eghorns.  Silver  Spangled 
Haniburgs,  Light  Brabiiias,  White  Cochins,  Sil- 
ver Wyandottes,  B.  P.  Hocks,  l*ekin  Ducks.  Send 
for  circular.  All  eggs  are  $1  per  13;  $'i..'iU  per  JO. 
Bronze  Turkey  eggs,  $1.50  per  10.  You  c:in 
order  direct  from  tliis,  and  eggs  will  be  sent  as 
soon  as  possible  after  receipt  of  order.  After 
June  20tli,  I  will  spare  some  of  my  '97  bree^liiig 
pens  of  above  varieties  at  $6.50  per  pen  of  live; 
Leghorns  at  $5  per  pen. 


A  LOT  of  healthy  laying  hens  (vearlings)  in  lots  of 
50  lbs.  or  more,  del 'd  to  exp.  office  at  V2  c.  lb.  live 
weight.  The  cheapest  time  in  the  year  to  buy 
first  class  breeding  stock.  Golden  and  Buff  Wyan- 
dottes and  M  hite  Wonders.  F.  S.  Tenney, 
Peterboro,  N.  H. 

ANNABLE'S  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns.  Prices  reduced 
one-liaU"  lor  rest  of  season.  Tills  slock  is  loo  well 
kuown  for  further  comment.  Wniniugs  for  '9f),  '97. 
IVabodv,  Sept.,  ''Mi.  1st  I'.ick'l ;  1st  pullel  ;  '.'d  cock  : 

2nd  lieii.    I'ciibi.dv,  .hin., ''.IT,  Kt  c  1,  ;  1>I,  '."il,  :;d 

liiMi^;      piilici  ;  :id   k'l.  (ib.iH'csiiT,  .lau.,  'liT, 

1st  Click;  1st,  I'd,  :Jd  lulls;  lie  -.'il  pullel;  :ld  j.ullel; 
tie  2il  cock'l;  1st  pen.  Eggs  SI  per  la.  C.  H. 
Annable,  Danvers,  Mass. 

C.  S.  CULLUM,  Meadville,  Pa.,  breeder  of  Single 
Comb  White  Leghorns,  Rose  I'c.iuli  llrmvii  Leg- 
horns, Barred  P.  Rocks,  lii  cm/e  Tin  k.-vs  aii.l 
Pekin  Ducks.  All  eggs  Si  per  hi,  except  turkey 
eggs,  $1.35  per  9.  Send  for  circular. 

FOR  SALE.  Pea  Fowls,  4  fine  male  birds  and  one 
iiair  of  old  hirds  4  years  old.  Geo.  A  Hurlbert, 
Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

GEO.  A.  HURLBERT,  Cuvler,  N.  Y.,  Barred 
and  \\  hite  P.  Rocks,  White  Wyaud.,  Bull'  Leg., 
Bl.  Min.  and  P.  Ducks,  eggs  $1  per  15;  $2.50  per  50. 

ROSE  C.  B.  LEGHORNS,  specialty  10  years. 
Circular  free.   J.  L.  Randolph,  Bartlett,  Ohio. 

36  B.  PLY.  Rock  eggs,  $1;  100  for  S3;  from  vig- 
orous stock.   Emanuel  Schieber,  Brandywiue,  (.). 

WHITE  and  Bl'k  Minorcas.  Eggs,  SI  per  15.  First 
class  stock.  Sarah  Shaw,  Wintlirop,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  P.  ROCKS,  Empire  strain,  50  yearling 
bens  $1.'25  each;  6cnck  birds  S2  eacli.  Eggs  from 
best  matings  $1  per  15;  $2.50  per  60.  Geo.  A. 
Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.Y. 

WHITE  WYANDOT  TES  exclusively.  Brown  egg 
strain.  Fowlsbred  for  practical  pui  poj-es;  eggs,  $1 
per  13;  incubator  eggs,  $5 per  lim.  siork  iiiseason. 
Sat.guar'd.   P.  D.  White,  North  Altk  boro,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  brown  egg  strain.  Alt 
stock  guarau.  W.  B.  Eastman,  St.  Joliiisbury,  Vt. 

WH.WYAND'S.  Large,  dark  egg  strain.  Eggs,S2 
per  sit. ;  3  sit.  $5.  Rush  Vauglian,  W  oodslock,  Vt. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  large  dark  egg,  pro- 
lific laying  strain.   W.  E.  Mack,  Woodstock,  V  t. 

WYANDOTTES,  Silver  and  Golden,  highest  awards 
in  Hiislcui.  '9i;.  At  Peabody,  '97,  won  21  regular 
and  H  specials  on  2Si'nlries.  My  patrfnis  won  in 
BosiiJii  and  Cauatla,  .l.in.,  '97.  Stock  large,  open 
laced,  lanii  raised,  Jiridific- none  better.  All  my 
winners  of  nolo  are  lu  my  vards.  A  fine  pen  of 
Silvers  and  Guldens  for  sale.  Eggs  at  half  )irice, 
SI  per  13  for  2  or  more  sittings.  John  C.  Jodrey, 
Danvers,  Mass.  


THE  BEST  LIQUID  LICE  KILLER 

Made  can  be  delivered  atyourhome  fornot  more  than 
40  els.  a  pallon.  Better  tlian  Lee's  or  Lake's.  Easy  to 
use.  Applied  as  a  paint  to  the  roosts  —  it  kills  all  lice 
on  fowls  roosting  over  it,  and  all  !ice  and  vermin  in 
buildings.  Used  everywhere.   Send  for  circulars. 

THE  S.  C.  STUBBS  CO., 
 41  Race  St..  Bradshaw,  Nebr. 


im  FOH  nmin, 

S2  per  13,  from  best  yards.  Pure  bred  fowls  mated 
for  practical  purposes,  $1  per  15;  S6  per  100.  Barred 
and  White  Plymouth  Rocks,  S.  C.  Brown  and  White 
Leghorns,  Silver  Wyandottes  and  Pekin  Ducks.  At 
recent  Utica,  N.  Y.,  show,  my  birds  won  52  regular 
premiums,  and  59  entries.  Stock  for  sale. 
 E.  C.  PORTER,  Chadwicks,  N.  Y. 


CUT  CLOVER.  50  lbs.  $1;  100  lb?.  $1.75.  Crusheil 
Oyster  Shells,  $7.5tt;  and  Mica  Crystal  Grit,  $7  per  ton* 
CLEVELAND  POULTRY  CO..  Plattsburgli,  N.  Y, 


PLEASE 

get  your  lantern  tonight,  and 
examine  the  beads  of  you  r  little 
chickens  for  lice.  Look  closely 
or  vou  may  not  detect  them 
until  the  broods  begin  to  droop 
and  die. 

TAKE 

time  to  write  me  a  few  lines* 
For  10c.  I  can  send  yon  Death 
to  Lice  Ointment."  It  looks 
nice,  smells  nice,  and  works  nice.  Your  chicks 
will  improve  at  once.  It  is  safe  to  use  for  head 
lice  on  cbihh-en,  also. 


NOTICE 


Death  to  Lice  powder  is  to  <lust  hens,  large 
chicks,  to  sprinkle  tlie  (lro]i|iiii^'  l)oar(ls,  coop 
bottfinis  and  nest-'^.  Asa  (iisiiifi-clanl  insecticide, 
'lis  the  standard  rcnu'dy  to  keep  sitters  clean 
and  comfortable. 


HEAD  LICE 


appear  on  the  best  kept  poultry  premises;  yours 
are  no  exception.  Take  my  advice,  look  and  see 
what  you  see.  Sample  Ointment  enough  for  50 
chicks,  10c.  postpaia ;  D.  to  L.  powder,  5  oz. 
sample,  10c.  Let  me  mail  you  a  Pocket  Book 
Pointer. 

D.  J.  LAMBERT, 

Box  800.  Apponaug,  R.  1. 
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Roo»tlnK  Cuop. -Haslets.  —  Sonr  Milk. 

Mr.  Editor;  —  I  ha\o  aW^ut  six  hun»1rtsl  chickens 
Ihil  will  soon  be  loo  lar^^  for  tlie  broinlcr  lumsc. 
Will  yon  tell  toe  what  kind  of  qusrlrrs  to  preiuux'  for 
iliem  uotil  Iliejr  are  pnt  luto  tlie  poultry  house  as 
laving  sii>ck? 

What  can  I  all\>r>l  to  par  per  gallon  for  sour  milk  ? 

What  are  shceps"  llTers  vorth  to  feed  to  poultry? 
Also  wlK^le  liaslrls? 

I  have  atH>ui  one  bntKlreil  hearts  and  lungs  whidi  I 
boil  and  fi-ed  to  four  hundred,  aud  if  1  kuc-w  it  would 
par  I  would  feed  the  livers  also.  They  cost  two  or 
three  cents  each.  C.  W.  P. 

Lincv>ln,  Mc 

III  FAK-M-rovLTKY  for  .Maixl)  15.  tbere  is  in 
tbe  article.  ••  IIow  We  Hatch  aud  Raise  Chick- 
ens," the  description  and  out  oi  a  coop  for 
growing  pullets. 

It  is  hard  to  answer  questions  as  to  the 
prices  of  foods.  In  buTin:;  such  things  as 
sour  milk,  livers,  etc.,  it  is  well  to  liiid  out 
first  whether  the  parties  from  whom  you 
would  buy  have  any  other  outlet  for  these 
things.  If,  as  may  happen,  they  are  thrown 
out  unless  taken  by  someone  for  poultry  or 
hogs,  they  could  be  procured  for  a  nominal 
price.  Of  course  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the 
buyer  to  get  them  as  cheap  as  possible. 

The  best  way  to  get  at  the  value  of  such 
things  is  to  keep  accurate  accounts  of  the  cost 
of  food  for  the  flock,  and  find  the  value  of 
the  grain  they  take  the  place  of.  You  can 
afford  to  pay  a  little  more  than  this  for  theui, 
if  it  is  necessary;  but  in  making  arrange- 
ments for  such  foods  take  your  time  and  drive 
as  h;ird  a  bargain  as  you  can.  The  livers  are 
better  food  for  fowls  than  the  hearts  and 
lungs.   VTe  prefer  to  feed  them  raw. 


No  'Wonder ! 

Mr.  Editor:— My  hens  do  not  lay  well,  ocly  thirty 
to  forty  eg?s  from  one  hundreil  and  fourteen  hens. 

I  fceil  a  mash  in  the  morning  (6  a.  h.)  of  cut 
clover  4  qts.,  corn  iutal2qis.,  middlings  3  qts.,  15.  II. 
and  D..  2  qts..  Pratt's  food,  1  pt.  At  noon  1  give  8 
qts,  of  rye.  and  at  nij:ht  wliole  oats,  II  qts.  nn-y  are 
In  pens  (15  I"  »  Ihmi)  {M  x  1.5  ft„  with  a  house  1. 1  8  ft., 
and  a  scratching  she»l  6  j  T  ft.  Can  you  give  nic  any 
suggestions?  1  am  trying  to  follow  F.-P.  as  well  as  I 
can.  If  you  could  give  me  any  advice  1  should  be 
very  tliankful,  as  I  have  a  customer  for  all  my  eggs  at 
market  price  plus  Sceuts,  and  I  want  all  there  Is  In  It ; 
"tls  my  only  living.  W.  P.  H. 

St.  .Micliaels,Md. 

What  is  to  be  done  with  such  a  letter  as 
that?  The  writer's  letterhead  tells  us  thai  he 
is  a  breeder  of  a  special  strain  of  fowls  of  a 
popular  breed,  and  also  of  another  breed 
which  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  in  the  Stand- 
ard. We  can  hardly  credit  our  eyes  when  we 
read  his  statement  that  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen hens  furnish  his  living — and  those  onlv 
laying  thirty  to  forty  eggs  a  day.  We  dou"t 
want  to  be  unjust  to  anyone,  but  it  is  not  easy 
to  conceive  that  this  letter  is  stating  actual 
facts.  What  on  earth  do  the  hens  do  with 
the  amount  of  food  thrown  out  to  them?  The 
hundred  and  fourteen  hens  are  fed  nearly  a 
bushel  of  food  per  day.  It  has  been  estimated 
that  a  bushel  of  corn,  or  its  equivalent  will 
kf  ep  a  hen  for  a  year.  These  hens  are  being 
fed  at  the  rate  of  three  bushels  each  per  year. 
They  certainly  do  not  eat  that  amount  of  food. 
What  becomes  of  it? 

We  must  beg  to  difier  with  this  subscriber 
when  be  says  he  is  tr\ingto  follow  F.-P.  as 
well  as  he  can.  FAK.M-rouLTRY  has  repeat- 
edly stated  that  rye  should  be  fed  to  fowls 
only  occasionally  and  sparingly,  and  that 
whole  oats,  too,  should  not  be  fed  heavily. 

We  can  give  suggestions  and  advice.  Send 
five  cents  for  F.\rm-Poi'LTRY,  Dec.  1,  Isllo, 
andlstudy  carefully  the  article,  "Feeding 
Fowls  for  Eggs."'  Most  of  the  matter  in  that 
article  has  appeared  again  aud  again  in  our 
columns,  but  there  you  will  get  it  all  in  a  nut- 
shell. And  if,  as  you  say,  you  are  dependent 
on  your  hens  for  your  living,  try  and  find 
something  else  to  do,  (that  will  occupy  only  a 
part  of  your  time)  while  you  are  learning  how 
to  make  heiis  lay.  You  cannot  with  your 
small  stock  and  your  inexperience  make  your 
living  from  hens  now. 


Too  Mnch  Shade. 

Mr.  Editor:—  Will  too  much  shade  kill  chickens 
and  ducks?  I  have  three  large  trees  that  overhang 
the  yard.  1  have  tried  f<jr  two  years  to  raise  ducks, 
but  they  all  lose  the  use  of  their  limbs  and  die.  I  have 
a  coop  (which  has  a  floor),  for  them  to  sleep  in  and 
they  have  free  range.  Can  you  tell  luc  what  is  the 
natter?  Miss  E.  W. 

PleasantviUe.  X.  Y. 

While  every  chick  and  duck  yard  should 
have  shade  in  it,  there  should  also  be  part  of 
it  wherein  there  is  a  chance  for  l!ic  iw\  to 


inline.    A  yard  which  Is  all  a  dense  sha* 
apt  to  be  very  damp,  and  this  may  be  a  c: 
for  the  weakness  in  the  legs  of  the  dm 
If  the  house  is  also  situated  in  this  shade,  ti 
may  be  damp.    It  is  better  to  have  the  hou 
in  the  sun.  and  only  part  of  the  yard  shad 
for  in  that  way  there  will  be  very  little  chaiuv 
for  dampness. 


What  is  Wrong? 

Mr.  Editor:— 1  have  lieen  for  some  years  trying  to 
find  someone  breed  of  fowls  that  I  could  make  a  suc- 
cess with  as  egg  and  meal  proiUicers,  but  have  not  as 
yet  succeetK-d  in  my  quest.  II;i\e  been  greatly  inler- 
estc*l  in  matter  apjH'aring  in  FAKM-Poi'LTitY  in 
reganl  to  the  While  \\  yaudottes,  and  ani  thinking  of 
trying  them. 

I  have  kept  Black  Miliorcas,  White  and  Brown  Leg- 
horns, Cochins,  Lt.  iirahmas,  P.  Hocks,  Uoudans  aud 
several  others,  none  of  which  give  satisfaction  pure, 
liest  results  I  have  h:id  so  far  h;»ve  been  with  M'.  Leg- 
horn and  l.t,  lindima  cross,  and  common  hens.  In 
Jan.,  ^tfi,  my  average  was  eighteen  eggs  per  day 
from  the  twenty-six  pullets.  lu  the  winter  of  "96. "97, 
my  average  w-as  tw-euty-two  per  day  for  teu  weeks. 
an<l  tweuty-six  iht  day  ft>r  three  weeks,  from  thirty- 
nine  pullets,  about  half  of  wliich  were  the  cross  of 
M'.  Leghorn  aiidl.t.  Ktahma  and  the  rest  conunon. 
With  the  same,  or  even  n»ore  careful  treatment  the 
pure  breds  have  never  doueas  well  as  above. 

This  seems  iHH>r  work  compared  with  some  results 
claimed  f,»r  cert:tin  breeils.  but  it  seems  impossible  so 
far  to  strike  those  wonderful  three  hundred  a  year 
hens. 

I  w-ant  if  possible  to  get  one  breetl  that  I  can  put  all 
my  work  on.  making  a  success  on  market  branch  ;iiid 
as  well  have  choice  birds  for  show  puri>oses.  I  am 
not  satlstteil  as  yet  that  njarkel  and  show  birds  com- 
bined are  "  un-colu-at-able.''  G.J.  I.. 

Toronto.  Can. 

It  is  clear  that  this  correspondent  has  not 
vet  succeeded  in  getting  hold  of  the  right  kind 
of  thoroughbreds.  A  glance  at  tbe  list  of 
breeds  he  has  handled  shows  that  his  experi- 
ence of  wh;»t  are  classed  as  general  purpose 
fowls  is  limited  to  the  P.  Kocks,  perhaps  to  a 
single  variety,  a  single  strain  and  for  only  one 
season.  Now  it  is  a  fact  lliat  while  the  While 
Wyandotte  is  taking  the  lead  in  some  sections, 
the  B:irred  Plymoulh  Rock  is  slill,  and  by 
far,  the  most  popul;ir  general  purpose  fowl 
in  this  country.  If  a  man  finds  that  one 
strain  of  this  or  any  other  breed  does  not 
come  up  to  the  general  average  of  what  the 
breed  can  do  in  the  hands  of  expert  poultry- 
men,  he  should  try  another,  and  keep  on  try- 
ing until  he  gets  what  lie  wants.  You  may 
say  you  cannot  afford  to  do  this.  You  cannot 
afford  not  to  do  It,  and  it  is  better  to  select  a 
breed  and  then  begin  to  hunt  for  a  good  str:iin 
or  family  of  that  breed  than  to  go  continually 
from  one  breed  to  another.  In  looking  for  a 
good  strain  of  birds  of  a  given  breed  your 
field  for  exploration  is  limited  to  that  breed; 
with  all  others  you  have  nothing  to  do.  You 
can  easily  ascertain  the  general  qu.alities  of 
the  different  breeds,  and  having  made  a  choice 
of  breeds  it  is  the  best  economy  to  stick  to  it 
until  you  get  just  what  you  want. 


We  Don't  Know. 

Mr.  Editor:  — "Will  you  kindly  advise  me 
through  the  coluniiis  of  Farm-Povltky 
cause  of  lumps  on  beads  of  Brown  Leghorn 
bens.  Just  behind  comb  they  are  about  the 
size  of  a  large  pea,  or  some  larger,  and  which 
appear  after  feathers  have  fallen  out  to  a 
radius  of  several  inches  down  back  of  neck. 
The  lumps  are  very  red.  I  have  tried  vas- 
eline, also  lard,  but  to  no  avail.  The  hens  are 
laying,  it  not  affecting  them  In  that  way  ;  but 
I  do  not  use  the  eggs  for  fear  tliev  are  not  tit. 
  E.  J.  C. 


"  Saiiitas 


99 


is  an  absolutely  non-poisonous  disinfect- 
ant, and  is  necessary  to  produce  healthy 
birds.  "Sanitas"  disinfecting  powder 
should  be  freely  sprinkled  in  the  yards 
and  used  as  a  whitewash.  It  destroys 
lice  and  prevents  disease. 

"  How  to  Disinfect,"  a  book  sent  free  to  all  poul- 
trj-men. 

The  American  &  Continental  "Sanitas"  Co.  Ltd. 

636  to  642  West  5Sth  St.,  New  Y..rk  Cily. 
WE  HAVTE  XO  MOKE 

PEKIN  DUCK  EGGS  FOR  SALE, 

but  \vt  are  prepart-a  to  book  oniers  for  breeding 
stock,  which  will  he  deli\ere«l  ()n  auy  date  detired. 
A\  e  have  liiindreds  of  choice  birds  readv.  For  price 
and  sliow  record,  see  circular. 

A.  J.  HALLOCK, 

Atl«ntic  Tana,     Speonk,  L.  I.,  N.  Y, 


^  mOWKER'S 

for  HOUSE  PLANTS, 
LAWNS,  GARDENS, 
FARM  CROPS. 


Hi 


FERTILIZERS 

sning," 

25c. 


A   book   on      Window  Gardening, 
and   enough  odorless  fertil- 
izer for   thirty  plants  three 
months,   sent  by   mail  for 


w  Catalogue  free.    State  for  what  purpose  fertihzer  is  wanted  when  writing. 

%     BOWKER  FERTILIZER  CO.,         -        -        -         Boston.  «^ 


Buyers^  Directory. 

CLASSIFIED  AHy£RTJS£JI£.yrS  only  u-ill  be 
priHted  under  this  heailinrj;  no  adverlisemeni  admilted 
containing  less  than  TWO  linfs;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  word  or  name  allotred;  no  limit  to  lemjth  0/ 
ad.;  an  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
matter  under  as  many  headings  as  he  viihes;  alt  space 
used  except  classiried  headline,  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  0/  23  cents  per  line  each  and  every 
inserlion;  no  less  price  per  line/or  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  trill  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordinary  u-ordsirill  make  a  line:  all  parts 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  tcill  be 
arranged  alphabetically,  as  in  a  "business  directory." 

BANTAMS. 

/  ILOI'GU'S  liantaiii  lioi.k  diM-ribes  all  varU-tii's. 
V      \:-i  l>.   \\  .  W.  Cl.>ii,i.-li.  Mi-.l\v:iy.  .M;is>. 

BREEDING  STOCK. 

r  "Tit  KAHM,  \\  al  iii  r.  N.  M.  limits  \  B.  1'. 
4    i        H  k>.  l.  Hralis..  t  .I.Ha..  P.Uiuks.vV.W  y?. 

BL.VCK  .Miii.iri-as  and  !S.  (_'.  Hi  .  Lcgliui  n;.,  larj^e 
\  it'ornus.  winners  .if  iiiaiiv  pri/x's.   Best  strains 
lu  tlie  world.    Ki  w  ,i;..,,d  ,-,„  ki  1 .  1-      to  f  4.   Ekss.  *2 

["•r  la-  E.Bi-rlrani  I'lke.  I'lk.-  station.  N.  H. 

UOICE  \V.  and  IS.  I'.  R.n  ks  and  W.  Wvaiidoltes. 
1  earlin.cs  and  yoiini;  Slock  for  sale  cheap.  Great 
layini;  strains.  Geo.  S.  Bow  en.  East  ford.  Cl. 

CLOVER  HAY. 

(^LOVEK.  cm  leadv  for  n>e.  $l>  perlliOllis. 
 ^^oolllli,l  Kami,  station  V..  Pliiladelpliia.  Ta. 

PUCKS. 

TfMMl  I'KKl.N  1)1. cks.  lialehed  lliis  seas. .11. 
•  ^r\^r^f  Kine  breed.  i  s.  $1  eacli.  (inalaiileed 
to  i  ipial  any  foiiii.l.    \V.  11.  Fordliani.  Spe.nik,  1..  I. 

ECCS. 

p.  I«)CK,  W  .  W  vaii.l.,  s.  c.  B.  l.eL'..B.  Min. 
«    ey^.-s.51  perl  ■..    .Ia~.  \V.  Crosliy.  Hrail.loek.  Ta. 

I—TeF-iRM.  W  arner.  N.ll.  Lar^'e  pr..liti,- l.r.e(.'i; 
«  strs.  It.  \\  Ifks..  1..  Uiali.  (  .  1.  Gainis.  \\  .  \\fs^ 
•>|*  — Sl.'^J  from  eii..iee  inalinfrs  ol  H.  an.l  W.  1'. 
—  ' '  liockf.  \V.  \Vvan.l..tIes.  l;.  un.l  S.  C.  liro.  an.l 
U  liite  I.etrlioriis.    A.l.  '  laklaii.l  l''ai  iii.  Kel-i-> .  <  lliio. 

ECC  PRESERVATIVES. 

1>KKSKKVK  E<J«;.S  with  (ireetinj;  s  I'reservintr 
C'oinp.Min.l.   Sample  )>aekasi>  will  jireserve  llm 
d.»z.  .Sent  l»v  mail.  SI.    Sen.l  for  i-ireiilar 

r.C.  Prii.len.  lilS  I'l-arl  St..  Klizalielh.  X..T. 

EXCHANGE. 

T,^OK  iS.4LE  .ir  e.\clianj;t  for  chickens,  tine  «hep- 
X.     herd  O.it' or  oilers.  J.    H.  Stock, 
 1'1."'2 'Marston  St..  Pliila..'ra. 

HOUDANS. 


II 


01  l>A>.s  Kl  pi  izi  at  l!..ch.  >t.  ran.l  Ain.-l.-v' 
Kl-^--  h.-it.  |i\-:.  al.  (  .  10.  ^larshMll.l:..wl.  v  .Ma 


INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

SENI>  for  Cat.  of  the  famous  OlentaDfTl  Incnliators 
an.l  Bro.Hl.  rs.  (ie...  s.  Sin>;er.  Caniinj-ton.  U. 
STJiJTiATOK  ie;.'ulati..u  perfei'te.l.  S.ud  for 
innslrat.'.l  catal..i.-u.-.  A.H.  lliirr.  Onialia.  Nell. 
rpHK  PKKFKCTKD  I  ii.-iil.at..i  s.  Cash,  install- 
A  ments.  .ir  n  nte.l.  The  I'.  rfi  cti  .1  rcfrulator  fits 
any meuhator.  lets,  in  -laiji].-  f..r  .  in  nlar. 
.  H.  T).  MmhIi..!..  •r^.Miil.,n.  Mass. 

I^OK  S.-\LE.  Inviiicil.le  Inciil.aloi  .  2iin-e;;g  capac- 
ity. i.'o.>d  rnnniit);  ..ril.  r.  nri.-e  Ss.  A.hlress 
.1.  E.  Welch.  »iii7  N.  St..  N.  \V..  \Va^liin^-t..n.  D.  C. 

LANGSHANS. 

•  >  POINTS  IQ  favor  of  buviuK  Lord's  strain  of 
—  Black  Lanjtshans  are.  extra  laving  fpialities  an.l 
exhihition  points.  A  numher  ol  my  ln-i  I  n  .1  -  -.  .jn  <i 
:*1  and  9.5  points  this  season.  Icanf.itl\  -ill  .jl.iit  .^o 
sitlinfTsof  epTKS  from  my  best  pen^-  ,  m|,  1  ,.,il\ 
K^>!^s.  $-2  per  sit.  .J.H.  Lord.  Box  ■>>,.  1  .hm  ,  Mass; 

LEGHORNS. 

UFF  LEG.  -My  entire  l.r.  ,  .!in-  st,..  k  to  make 
room  for  chicks,  some  li  "  l  ii  .i-.   First  come 
lirst  served.   A  snap  for  von.    1 1 m  u  ,  n  pes  prizes  iu 
2  years.  It  looking  for  efK  nj,..  h.n.     .Imh    let  this 
chance  slip,   p'rank  \\'<.o'it.tn  \  .  Jr,.!,  1;.  \ei  ly,  Mass. 


P'Oli  SALE-2M  1;  -i 
■-«)  sin;.-lec.,iijl.  i;i-. 
all  choice  Iti  f-.-.lcrs.      1 1, 


I'  III      n  l..--li..rn  li.'i.s, 
.■I  W  l,il.-l,|itdi..rii  hens, 
F.iriii.  Kels.  y.  <  ihio. 


YEARLING  hens  for  sal.-  cheap.  Pure  lired 
SiniJle  Comb  \Vlii!e  LeKliorns,  Knapp  strain, 
extra  layers.  Must  have  the  r...>iii  (or  vounir  stoi-k. 
Write  to  .\rtlinr  Synionds.  West  Hopkirit.m.  .V.  H. 


MINORCAS. 


LACK     MINORCAS    exclnsivelv.  Cornell. 
Nortliiip.  Saiitei- &  Cunniuiham,  X'orthup  strs 
crosses.    ?:^'f!s  $l.-in  p.-r  13. 

li.  St..i  \  ,  1-7  Arliiii.'loii  Ave.,  Bi-.-.-klvn.  X.  Y. 
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\i  i 


at  h: 


iiri.  -.<.;  .-t:-  for  |.ri  f  IS  now. 

II-  N"rlh!i|i.  Ili..-.  \  ill...  X.Y, 


 PEA  FOWL.  

"MIF:  ol.leil  kin.l.  Perfect  lire.-ders.  Grand  |ilnin- 
_    a^-e.  Tairs.  $11)  ti>  ?|.'..  o.ikl.-m.l  Kami.  Kelsey.  (.). 

PET  STOCK. 

.AISF:  Bi  ljrian  ll.ires  f..r  markel.    .M.irc  pr.iHt 
than  .-..ws.    .Arthur  W.  Kirk.  K.irestgrove  I'a. 


PHEASANTS. 


MONGOLI.AN  an.l  Kiitrli-h  plieasantecgs.  Ea,silv 
 raiseil  as  chicks.  ,J.  ll.Hiaves.  <  hilesburg.  Ky. 

PIGEONS. 

HOMERS  forflyinf;  nnrposes,  that  are  second  to 
n.inc.  Homers  t.>r  s<|uabs,  large,  vigorons, 
handsome.  Also  llieonlv  practical  pigeon  paperpub- 
llshed.  Prices  and  birds  a  bargain.  Add.  willi  stamp, 
ihuo.  Wilglit,  H2  RiverslJe  Ave.,  MeUlord,  Mass, 


He.  W.iCK,  West  Consliohocken.  Pa.  Speedy 
•    and  reliable  Uomers,  young  $1  pair,  stamp 

for  reply.  

^ White  Scotch  Kautails.  Large,  e»»fli,  flat 
1  tails.  Fine  style  aud  action,  tirand  bretdiiiie 

and  exhibition  bir.Is  that  are  right  in  fpiality  alMi 
price.  E.  .\.  Holbr.n-k.  W  inchester,  Mats. 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

■«\7-lllTE  P.  Kocks.  Will  sell  tine  yearling  slocfe 
»T     cheap.  Write  tor  nrices.    Eggs.lS  $1:50$2.50; 

llHi  S-"!.  Wm.  F.  Hinds.  I  )eRuy  ter.  N .  Y. 

UFF  and  H"d  P.  Uock  eggs,  half-price,  i\  per  1.5_ 
1  hatch  g"f.l.   .J,  r.  Kho.les,  Leecliburg.  I'a.- 
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FOR  S.\LE- 21x1  B.  and  W  hite  P.  Kock  liens  im 
lots  to  suit.   Large  size  an.l  linelv  marked. 
 A.ldress  <_)aklan«l  Farm,  Kelsey.  Oliio. 

I>L\".ROCK  BOOK  tinelv  illustrated,  l-x-. 
 W,  W.  Cl..iigli,  Mi-.lway,  Mass.,  Publisher. 

POULTRY  CURES. 

SOFTMlell  l-X'.^s.   stieeter's  lenied'  ,   '1  o  in  t  roduce 
iri.il  holtli-  111.-,    |l.  .\.  Sti  i  eter,  Waterburv .  Ct. 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

VARlFOTlE.s,  poultry,  i-ggs,  pigeons  an.l 
•  "  hares.  5(1  page  book  priiited  iu  natural  colors. 
Ite.luced  rates  on  eggs  after  June  1st.  Sen.l  for  rate 
car.l.  .J.  A.  Bergey,  Telford.  Pa. 

J  SELL  LEE'S  Lice  Killer  2«jts.  60c.;  igal.ioc; 


b  gallon  cans  Si3. 


n.  W.  Swett,  West  Hollis.  Me. 


PRINTING. 


STRICTLY  hist  class  stock  aud  work.  See  ad.  •2rt 
c<'\  er,  H.-porter  I'rinting  House,  Wellsville.  N,Y. 

Cil  ''"^'s  100  Env.  XXX,  KiO  sheets  packet 

•3  A.  'J\  f  and  100  tags  at  olfice  of  Ernest  B.  Toittr. 
lto\  <  r,  \lc,   Suci-(-ss.ir  to  Pratt  Hr.is, 


WANTED. 


Al't>lll/l  lCVMA>i,  niau>  years  experience 

iuid  coiiipetent  to  lalie  entire  cliarge  wauts  posi- 
tion or  to  i"  partner.  The  advertiser  is  a  siu^le 
middle  a;;ed  mati  of  good  babits  and  lias  lirst  eU^s 
refereuccs.  Address 

I'onllrviiiiiM.  v'4  Krer-nwich  St..  New  York.  X.  Y. 
^T7A>TKi>.    I'arlner  to  raise  poultry  and  pet 
slock.    A  Hue  ehance  for  a  good  nian  witli 
SGUO  toluvej-t.    Widower  or  bacbelor  preferred. 

 l.o<-k         1.  Loveli.  Oxford  Co..  Me. 

"V¥TANTI':i>.  A  >iea'iy.  midttle  aged  man  to  lake 
TT  eliargu  of  a  jioulli'y  farm.  Must  tbcu'ouiL'bly 
understand  "luck  raising.  Nune  but  a  liusHer  needi 
apply,  ^;i^lgle  man  preferred.  State  wages  expected. 
Ita>  Stale  I'oultry  Farm.  Box        Altleboro,  iSlas^. 


WYANDOTTES. 


"•"■ruITE  W  yandottes  exclusively,  early  layers 
lirowu  eggs,  fowls  breil  for  eggs  aud  poul'trj.. 
Eggs  $1  per  13;  for  incu.  S-!.  per  100.  stock  in  season.. 
Sat.guarVI.       A.  >L -Jerauld,  No.  Attleboro.  Mass. 

IF-  'T'/i  FARM,  Warner,  N.  H.  W.W  vs..  B.  P. 
t   i  \f  li  ks..  L.  Brahs.,  C.  L  Games  unexcelled.. 
"«\7"V.ANUOTTE,S,    Gold,  Silver,  While,  Buff. 

»T     F.l'l;s,3i.  Choice  young  stock  after  Sept.  1st. 
Violeti.-  I,:i.-.  .1  W'Nan.l.ittes.  No  eggs.  St.ickafi.  1  i"ict, 
S\  l\;ni  iir<.\e  Poultry  Farm.  Hei  nar.l-t.m.  Mass. 
^HITE  Wv.  SIron;;.  vig.  stock.  Eggs  rest  sea- 
.  7.'.c.-13;?2-'^i.  C.  H.  Trask.  M idtllebury, Ct. 


FOK  SALK  — A  choice  h>t  of  \\  liile  and  S.  Wyan- 
dotte hens  and  yearling  cocks.    \A'rite  your 
■anls.  Address  Oakhnul  Farn).  Kelse^'.  Ohio. 
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WHITE  WY.4NI)OTTE  eggs.  $1;  6|i.  S2 
I>.  R.  r.amhHrt,  WilLm,  Ct. 


Tuiri:  w 

farm  1:1 1- 


Mt  P.  kill  .liii-ks.  (J  HI  early 

id  a  fi  u'  \  I  arl  lilt's. 

r.  H.ill-t.'ili  Lake.  .\ .  Y. 


UITK  W  .  Practi.  al  fowls,  egg  pro.lu.  ers.  Sfk 
an.l  .;,'gs.   ,1.  H.  Fleming,  Dnnelleu.  N.-I. 


THE  IMPROVED 

IVION  ARCH 


INCUBATOR 

Won  two  first  premiums  at  the  great  Incubator  con- 
test at  Madison  s.piare  O.aiden.  February.  1892.  First 
of  $2.5  in  gol.l  f.ir  the  largest  and  best  li"atch,  and  Ist 
of  $2-5  in  gold  lor  best  machine  in  show. 
More  than  1800  Chicks,  Ducks  and  Turkeys 
from  One  Machine  in  Seven  "W  eeks. 

Tliis  machine  has  the  most  perfect  Regulator  ever 
invented.  Thousands  in  successful  operation  in  this 
country,  Canada  and  in  Europe.  Tliev  are  giving 
universal  satisfaction  everywhere.  First  Preminn- 
at  40  consecutive  shows.  "Xeai  lv  all  the  large  and 
successful  iwultryirrowers  tise M.marchs.  Some  firms 
;iri-  using  from  eighteen  to  tweiitv  fitio-egg  machines." 
Sen.l  2  cent  stamp  tor  new  illustrated  circnl.Hr. 

■TAMES  R.^NKrv.  So.  Easton.  Mass. 

BARRED  PLY.  ROCKS 
WH.  WYANDOTTES. 

Eggs  half  price.  S1..W  per  sillhig.  Choice  vearllnp 
breeding  stock  for  sale  in  lots  10  snil.  Iiicubator 
eggs,  $6  per  100.  Circular  free. 

F.  A.  V.  COBrRX. 
759 Stevens  St.,  Lowell,  MasH, 
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Karivi=  Poultry 


July  1 


As  they  are  found  inferior,  and  complaint  is 
made  by  consumers,  tlie  price  drops  until 
seven  cents  is  reached.  Those  who  have 
strictly  fresh  eggs  for  sale  are  forced  to  take 
that,  as  there  are  quantities  of  this  inferior 
grade,  and  they  control  the  market.  During 
February  the  price  fluctuates  from  seven  to 
nine  cents  per  dozen. 

This  is  indeed  discouraging  to  those  who 
are  trying  to  act  honorably  and  hope  to  make 
expenses  for  feed  of  fowls  out  of  fresh  eggs. 
I  bought  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorn  eggs  at 
fancy  prices  for  hatching,  from  E.  H.  Norris 
&  Son,  Newport,  Vt.,  and  W.  Ellery  Bright, 
Waltham,  Mass.,  and  raised  some  fine  birds. 
I  had  hoped  to  sell  cockerels  enough  to  repay 
this  expense,  but  the  thought  of  paying  one 
dollar  for  a  cockerel  scares  a  customer  almost 
out  of  breath,  even  if  it  is  a  splendid  pure 
bred  bird.  To  say  that  I  am  discouraged,  is  a 
mild  form  of  expression.       Sirs.  T.  J.  H. 

Knoxvillc,  Tenu. 


A  Woman  Saved. 

A  CASE  OF  INTEREST 


Mrs.  Henry  Younghans  Tells  a  Story  of  Suffering 
and  How  She  Was  Cured. 


From  the  Evening  News,  Detroit,  Mich. 


Ml 
who 
said 


Good  Work  by  a  Beginner. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  In  nearly  every  issue  of  your 
valuable  paper  I  see  a  number  of  questions 
from  beginners  about  the  different  breeds  and 
their  laying  qualllies  as  compared  with  scrub 
liens.  My  experiment  may  be  of  some  value 
to  others. 

AVben  I  started  keeping  chickens,  1  was 
advised  by  many  not  to  keep  fancy  fowls,  as 
common  hens  laid  better  and  were  less  liable 
to  get  sick ;  but  I  had  read  a  number  of  copies 
of  Pakm-Poultey,  and  had  my  mind  fixed 
on  either  A?.  P.  Kocks  or  W.  Leghorns.  To 
satisfy  myself  I  came  to  the  conclusion  to  try 
three  kinds,  and  for  this  purpose  sent  to  one 
F.-I'.  advertiser  for  six  W.  P.  Rocks,  to 
another  for  six  AV.  Leghorns,  and  also  bought 
six  as  likely  looking  scrub  hens  as  I  could 
pick  out  of  a  lot  of  about  forty  in  the  market 
house  in  this  city. 

My  coop  is  double  boarded  with  air  space 
iu  between,  paper  lining,  and  tarred  paper 
roofing  material.  Size  ten  by  twenty  feet, 
with  yard  thirty-three  by  two  hundred  feet. 

My  chickens  being  all  pullets,  did  not  start 


ng  until  Dec.  li  (1896;) ,  and  laid  as  follows 

W.  P.  E. 

S.  C.L. 

Com, 

Dec.  14—31, 

59 

36 

42 

January, 

142 

70 

81 

February, 

131 

79 

78 

March, 

134 

110 

118 

April, 

95 

104 

97 

May  1—14, 

41 

40 

49 

Totals, 

C02 

439 

4G5 

Three  P.  Rocks  and  five  Leghorns  have 
been  broody,  which  rather  surprised  me,  as  I 
had  always  understood  that  Leghorns  didn't 
become  broody  as  easy  as  the  Amei  lcan  breeds. 
The  three  P.  Rocks  and  two  of  the  Leghorns 
have  raised  families. 

I  shall  keep  only  P.  Rocks  iu  the  future. 
The  only  trouble  I  have  had  with  them  was 
their  tendency  to  get  too  fat.  They  are  such 
gross  feeders  that  a  beginner  will  think  by 
Iheir  actions  that  they  are  half  starved.  One 
of  my  hens  weighed  nine  pounds  the  other 
day.  She  had  laid  soft  shelled  eggs  for  three 
days.  I  hope  to  cure  her  in  single  confine- 
ment with  nothing  to  eat  but  a  handful  of  oats 
In  ten  inches  of  scratching  material,  and 
plenty  of  water,  grit  and  fresh  grass.  I 
sliould  be  sorry  to  lose  her  for  she  is  the  best 
laying  hen  I  have.  C.  H.  H. 

Erie,  I'a. 

[That  Is  the  record  of  a  remarkably  good 
winter's  work  for  a  beginner.  Not  because 
of  the  amount  of  the  egg  yield,  for  though 
good,  it  has  been  often  surpassed  ;  but  iiecause 
he  got  his  pullets  to  laying  in  good  season  and 
kept  them  laying  evenly  and  steadily.  How 
many  beginners  do  that?  The  better  record 
of  the  P.  Rocks  must  have  beeu  due  to  their 
having  been  bred  for  eggs.  If  they  are  from 
stock  bred  especially  for  fancy  points  we 
want  to  know  it.  Neither  of  the  parties  from 
whom  Mr.  H.  purchased  his  stock  makes 
mention  of  the  qualities  of  his  fowls  iu  his  ad. 
It  is,  however,  worth  noting  that  the  one  man 
breeds  P.  Rocks  (Barred  and  AV^hite)  exclu- 
sively, while  the  other  advertises  eight  breeds 
of  fowls,  including  ducks  and  turkeys.  As  a 
rule  concentration  of  capital  and  energy 
secures  the  best  results. 

Mr.  H.  is  now  iu  a  position  to  do  some  good 
work  in  experimenting  to  determine  the 
relative  value  of  hens  and  pullets  as  egg  pro- 
ducers. As  that  subject  is  now  attracting 
some  attention,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  can 
arrange  his  stock  for  next  winter  in  such  a 
way  that  his  egg  record  will  furnish  some  of 
the  light  so  many  are  looking  for.  If  he  will 
keep  these  six  AV.  P.  Rock  hens  in  one  pen 
and  six  of  their  daughters  in  another  his  egg 
record  will  show  both  how  the  record  of  the 
hens  compares  with  that  of  the  pullets,  and 
how  it  compares  with  their  own  record  as 
pullets.— El).] 


Poultry  in  Tennessee. 
Mr.  Editor: — Poultry  in  our  locality  does 
not  pay.  East  Tennesseeans  have  not  yet 
learned  to  appreciate  pure  bred  poultry  or 
strictly  fresh  eggs.  As  a  consequence,  eggs 
that  can  be  sold  under  a  guaranty  as  "  strictly 
fresh,"  will  bring  no  more  In  our  market  than 
those  that  were  gathered  up  last  fall,  packed 
in  bran,  oats  or  chafl',  and  kept  until  eggs  get 
scarce  (late  in  the  winter),  when  they  are 
hauled  to  market  in  large  boxes  —  stale, 
yellow,  and  many  broken — and  are  sold  for 
twenty  cents  (highest  price)  per  dozen. 


Discouraged  by  the  Wiseacres. 

Mr.  Editor: — My  husband  has  purchased  a 
small  place  in  sight  of  the  village,  and  tells  me 
he  will  get  me  an  incubator,  and  I  can  raise 
all  the  chickens  I  want  to.  My  mother  and 
brother  tell  me  they  will  go  in  with  me. 

AVe  have  twenty  acres  of  land,  with  two 
running  brooks.  It  is  one  mile  from  the 
station  (A''ermont  Central  R.  R.)  direct  to 
Boston.  AVe  can  have  as  much  of  the  land  as 
we  require,  as  my  husband  is  a  contractor  and 
builder,  and  does  not  have  time  to  cultivate 
the  laud. 

Everything  seemed  encouraging  to  us  until 
we  began  to  tell  other  people  of  our  plans  of 
starting  a  poultry  yard.  Then  they  told  us  a 
doleful  tale  of  a  man  who  came  here  from 
New  York  city,  built  a  great  many  buildings, 
and  was  going  to  do  a  big  business,  but  said 
it  did  not  pay,  and  gave  it  up  and  went  back 
lo  jSew  York  city. 

When  we  tell  them  we  can  sell  broilers  In 
Boston  they  laugh  at  us,  and  say  we  will 
never  get  an  order  for  one  broiler.  They 
admit  we  can  sell  eggs  if  we  can  make  the 
hens  lay  in  winter,  but  that  we  cannot.  I 
thiidc  vv'e  can. 

My  husband  bought  me  fifteen  pullets  that 
were  hatched  iu  May.  They  are  Plymouth 
Rocks.  They  had  roosted  outdoors  until  he 
got  them  (the  last  of  October).  They  were 
stunted  and  small.  I  felt  discouraged,  but 
started  in  to  do  the  best  I  could  with  them.  I 
doctored  and  fed  them  so  as  to  have  them 
mature,  and  by  January  eight  of  them  were 
laying,  and  I  averaged  five  eggs  a  day  from 
them  during  the  entire  winter. 

Do  you  thiidi  we  will  succeed? 

Bethel,  Vermont.  Mrs.  F.  A.  L. 

[There  are  always  a  lot  of  wiseacres  iu  a 
town  who  are  sure  that  every  dollar  invested 
in  hens  will  be  lost.  Many  of  these  chaps 
tried  the  business,  and  because  of  their  ina- 
bility to  make  the  thing  go,  they  are  positive 
that  no  one  else  can.  They  were  sure  that 
this  lady  could  not  get  eggs  in  winter,  and  yet 
she  made  poor  stunted  pullets  lay  in  January, 
and  kept  them  laying  all  through  the  winter. 
Do  we  believe  she  will  succeed?  AA'e  certainly 
do.  She  shows  good  common  sense,  and  we 
have  yet  to  see  the  first  person  fail  that  went 
into  the  business  in  a  businesslike  way. — Ed.] 


Dandelions  as  Green  Food. 
Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  a  flock  of  twenty  hens 
and  a  rooster,  which  I  keep  in  a  back  yard,  size 
about  25x40.  I  feed  a  warm  mash  of  one 
quart  whole  oats  and  one  quart  of  wheat  bran, 
salted  and  peppered  iu  the  morning;  nothing 
but  table  scraps  at  noon,  and  one  quart  of  whole 
wheat  at  night;  also  plenty  of  fresh  water, 
grit,  oyster  shell,  and  last  but  not  least,  I  give 
plenty  of  dandelion  tops,  of  which  there  is 
always  a  great  abundance  around.  The  hens 
like  it  —  prefer  it  to  grass  or  cabbage,  and  the 
neighbors  are  only  too  glad  to  have  you  go  over 
their  lawn  and  remove  the  yellow  heads.  My 
egg  yield  is  good  the  year  around.  The  rooster 
is  i'lymouth  Rock,  and  the  hens  a  mixture  of 
Plymouth  Rock  and  Leghorn,  about  equally 
divided.  I  intend  to  drop  the  Leghorns ;  they 
are  good  layers,  but  do  not  sell  well  as  a  table 
fowl.  I  write  to  you  so  that  others  who  may 
have  town  lot  chickens  may  benefit  by  my 
experience  with  dandelions.  Dandelion. 


rs.  Henry  Younghans,  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
resides  at  1003  Grand  River  Avenue, 
:  "  Ever  since  our  last  little  one  came  I 
an  invalid.  P^ir  years  I  have  had  the 
most  painful  experience,  and  would  have  to 
lie  down  most  of  the  time.  After  the  last 
baby  was  born  I  was  unable  to  attend  to  niy 
housework.  I  could  hardly  stand  up,  and 
had  dizzy  spells.  I  wanted  to  sleep  all  tlie 
time,  and  was  treated  by  several  of  the  best 
physicians.  I  would  have  the  most  fearful 
cramp,  for  which  hot  applications  were  used. 
I  used  these  hot  applications  until  I  blistered 
myself  severely. 

"Before  our  child  was  born  I  had  been  a 
strong,  healthy  woman  and  was  scarcely  ever 
sick.  After  he  was  born  I  grew  weak  and 
thin,  and  received  scarcely  any  help  from 
the  medicine  left  l>y  the  doctors.  They  said 
I  was  not  properly  cared  for,  and  that  the 
baby  was  too  strong  for  nie.  My  back 
seemed  to  be  breaking,  and  I  was  scarcely 
ever  without  a  severe  headache.  Could 
not  tell  you  how  many  different  prescrip- 
tions I  have  taken,  but  every  doctor  had 
a  different  plan  of  treating  my  case.  I  wore 
supports,  and  laid  for  weeks  with  my  limbs 
elevated,  but  without  avail.  One  day  niy 
husband  suggested  that  I  try  Dr.  AVIIliams' 
Pink  Pills  lor  Pale  People,  as  he  had  read 
several  articles  in  the  pajier  about  women 
who  had  been  helped  by  them.  I  was  dis- 
couraged and  thought  I  must  always  be  an 
invalid,  but  said  I  would  try  them  after  I 
had  taken  the  bottle  of  medicine  I  was 
then  using. 


"  A  few  days  after  he  brought  me  in  a  box 
and  asked  me  to  give  them  a  trial.  I  started 
taking  Dr.  Wiliiams'  Pink  Pills  for  Pale 
People  that  day,  and  put  the  other  medicine 
away,  thinking  it  would  please  him  If  I  tried 
the  pills.  Before  I  had  taken  one  box  I  felt 
better.  My  husband  noticed  the  improve- 
ment and  bought  two  more  boxes.  I  kept 
on  using  them  until  I  had  taken  four  boxes, 
and  I  was  entirely  cui  ed. 

"I  keep  them  in  the  house  now  and  use 
them  occasionally,  as  they  are  a  great  help 
to  all  women.  You  would  not  hiue  known 
me  Xvio  years  ago.  AVhat  1  am  to-day  is 
owing  to  Dr.  AA'illiams'  Pink  Pills  for  Pale 
People.'' 

(Signed)  Mrs.  H.  Younghans. 

Mrs.  H.  .Younghans,  being  duly  sworn, 
states  that  she  has  read  the  above  and  that 
it  is  true  in  every  particular. 

Robert  E.  Hull,  Jr.,  Notary  Public. 

Wavne  County,  Michigan. 

Dr.  AVIIliams'  Plidc  Pills  for  Pale  People 
are  not  a  patent  medlcir.e  in  the  sense  that 
name  Implies.  They  were  first  compounded 
as  a  prescription  and  used  as  such  in  general 
practice  by  an  eminent  physician.  So  great 
was  their  efficacy  that  it  was  deemed  wise 
to  place  them  within  the  reach  of  all.  They 
are  now  manufactured  by  the  Dr.  Williams' 
Medicine  Company,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  and 
are  sold  in  boxes  (never  In  loose  form  by  the 
dozen  or  hundred,  and  the  public  are  cau- 
tioned against  numerous  imitations  sold  in 
this  shape)  at  50  cents  a  box,  or  six  boxes  for 
82..50,  and  may  be  had  of  all  druggists  or 
direct  by  mail  from  Dr.  AA'illiams'  Med.  Co. 


THE   BEST   POULTRY  FENCE. 

lettings  ! 

PRICES  FOR  ROLLS  150  FEET  LONG : 
Mesh,        Wire,  13         18        34        30        30         48         GO  73  inch. 

2  inch.  No.  19,  for  fowls,  $  .65  $1.00  $1.25  $1.65  $1.90  $2.60  $3.15  $3.75 
1  inch.   No.  20,  for  chicks,  1.50   2.25  3.00   3.75  4.50    6.00    7.50  9.00 

Discount  for  5  rolls  or  over,  10  per  cent.   7-8  iuch  ^^alvanized  Staples  S  cents  per  ]>oun(l. 
AVrlte  for  freight  allowance  on  five  or  more  rolls,  and  our  Price  List  of  other  styles  AVIre  Fencing, 
Western  shipments  made  from  Chicago  without  freight  allowance. 

PETER  PUR  YES  &  CO.,  227  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y. 

KeepYour  Chickens 

STRONG  and  HEALTHY. 

Those  who  succeed  best  raising  poultry  for  profit  are  those  who  commence 
with  little  chicks,  giving  small  doses  of  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 
twice  a  week ;  then  a  little  larger  doses,  and  so  on  to  the  time  when  getting 
the  pullets  ready  for  early  fall  laying,  a  dose  say  of  one  teaspoouful  to  each 
quart  of  food,  and  so  continue  to  use  it,  as  one  customer  says  she  does,  "from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave,"  and  you  will  succeed  nine  times  in  ten,  and  have 
plenty  of  eggs  to  sell  in  the  fall  and  winter  months  when  prices  are  highest. 

To  make  your  Poultry 
pay,  first  hatch  Strong, 
Healthy  Chickens. 

Then  keep  them  healthy  and  growing  if  you 
want  the  Pullets  to  lay  when  five  months  old. 
When  hens  lay  eggs  for  hatching,  mix  in  their 
food  every  other  day,  Sheridan's  Powder. 
It  strengtliens  the  hens;  makes  the  rooster  more 
vigorous;  finally  you  get  more  fertile  eggs. 
It  IS  a  fact  based  upon  the  declaration  of  a  noble  contributor  to  science, 
that  through  the  medium  of  the  circulating  blood,  any  particular  organ  of  a 
living  animal  may  be  reached  and  stimulated  into  renewed  vigor  and  activity 
if  we  will  only  administer  the  proper  material  to  produce  the  desired  effect. 

No  Matter  What  Kind  of  Foods  You  Use! 

Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 

is  needed  with  it  to  assure  perfect  assimilation  of  the  food  elements  neces- 
sary to  produce  eggs.  It  is  absolutely  pure;  Highly  concentrated;  Most 
economical,  because  such  small  doses ;  No  other  kind  one-fourth  as  strong; 
In  quantity  costs  less  than  one-tenth  cent  a  day  per  hen.   In  use  over  30  years. 

Sold  by  Druggists,  Grocera  aud  Feed  Dealers,  or  sent  by  mail.  Large  cans  most  economical  to  buy. 

If  You  Can't  Get  it  Near  Home,  Send  to  Us.     Ask  First. 

■We  send  one  pack,  25  cts;  five,  SI. 00.  A  two-pound  can,  gl. 20;  Six,  )?5. 00.  Express  paid.  Sample 
copy  "best  feuUry  papej"  s«at  tree,      I,  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Bostou,  llasa. 
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I^ciii-nl  Binls  Wanted. 
Mr.  tkiitor; — Why  dou't  some  one  sav  In 
stiverlisiug  eiTi;*  ami  stock,  tbst  they  are  from 
■  'iiinj/  sUK-k  iii>teail  of  the  ''get  from  show 
;>inisJ"  Wb.it  we  waul  is  somethina;  that 
will  lav  ec-^.  What  do  the  most  of  us  oare 
whether  our  siovk  wouKl  take  a  premium  or 
■;ot?  We  don't  o;ire  for  every  feather  beiug 
.1st  so.  or  whether  the  ben  has  five  toes  on 
'.ae  foot,  or  i>  a  pea  or  rose  comb,  or  anything 
else.  We  want  laying  goods,  and  don't  want 
to  pay  a  fancy  prii-e  for  feathers,  etc.  "Fine 
feathers  make  line  birds,"  but  there  are  no 
more  eggs,  and  generally  less.  J.  .\.  K. 
MoumoutI).  Vl. 

[Good  practicil  birds  of  the  thoroughbreds 
Are  wanted;  but  our  correspondent  goes  a 
~:ep  too  far,  and  almost  asks  for  a  mongrel. 
The  points  are  all  right,  but  utility  should  not 
be  sacridceil. — Ei>.] 


A  Scientific  KxplanAtion  Wante<1. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  write  for  an  explanation 
(>cleulitic)  of  a  physiological  condition  often 
found  iu  chicks  of  the  Mediterranean  cl.tsses, 
and  csi>ecially  of  the  Leghorn  family. 

Will  some  of  your  readers  who  have  had 
practical  exi>erience,  explain  the  cause  and 
give  the  renied_\  ?  I  refer  to  the  unnatural  (i) 
.-rowth  of  wing  feathers. 

Under  the  following  circnmstnaces,  why 
>liould  they  develop  to  the  detriment  of  the 
birds?  Proper  warmth;  prosier  food,  in 
<l  laulity     and    quality;    cleanliness  well 

•served;  no  crowding;  pure  water,  and 
:  eutT  of  grit.  Yet  even  under  these  circum- 
stances the  wings  develop  abnormally.  What 
Is  the  cause?  Dr.  J.  H.  Casev. 

Kansan  City,  Mo. 


Vermin  Proof  Roost  Brackets. 
Poultrymen  will  find    tlie    patent  roost 
racket  a<lverti>etl  in  another  column  a  valii- 
le  assi.-tant  in  the  fight  against  lice.  The 
rackets  are  cheap,  strong  and  durable  — 
practically  inde>tructil>le.    They  are  easier 
ut  up  than  cleat-*,  have  no  cracks  for  vermin 
lodge  in.    The  cups  l>eing  filled  with  oil, 
reventlice  from  getting  to  the  hens  at  night, 
"d  also  prevent  what  vermin  may  I*  on  the 
ben  from  getting  into  the  house  to  breed  and 
multiply.    When  lice  atUick  the  hens  at  night 
ud  leave  them  in  the  morning  the  dust  bath 
ineffective ;  but  with  these  bracket*  in  use 
hens  have  a  fi^'htiug  chance. 


A  New  Direction  Book. 
We  have  on  our  desk  a  copy  of  a  new  direc- 
tion book  Issued  by  the  Des  Moines  Incubator 
mpany.    A  more  complete  treatise  for  the 
■idance  of  the  operator  would  be  hard  to 
nd.    It  contains  72  pages  6  X  4i  inches,  pro- 
cled  by  copyright.   This  book  affords  the 
"rson  who  has  an  incubator  of  any  kind  the 
opportunity  of  getting  pointers,  and  good 
ones  too. 


Broilers  For  Profit. 

The  business  of  raising  broilers  has  been 
treated  in  various  lights  by  many  different 
wriiers,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  subject 
had  been  pretty  well  discussed  ;  but  there  has 
been  a  need  of  some  book  written  by  a  prac- 
tical poultryman  who  has  studied,  not  alone 
in  the  limits  of  his  own  backyard,  but  out 
among  the  other  men  whose  daily  bread  Is 
derived  from  the  profits  of  the  business.  Such 
a  work  is  "  Broilers  for  Profit,"  by  Michael  K. 
Boyer.  Hammouton,  X.  .J.  This  book  is 
especially  for  those  who  wish  a  practical  guide 
to  successful  broiler  raising  for  market,  and 
plainly  shows  why  iu  this  business  some  men 
can  succeed  where  others  fail. 

The  author  carefully  figures  the  amount  of 
capital,  laud  and  time  required,  and  gives 
some  valuable  information  on  incubators, 
brooders  and  brooding  system.  The  different 
methods  of  feeding  and  the  ailments  are 
explained,  and  ilie  most  complete  methods  of 
dressing  and  shipping  are  given  in  detail. 

Some  examples  are  given  of  the  way  the 
business  is  combined  with  that  of  farming, 
gardening  or  fruit  growing.  There  are  hun- 
dreds of  valuable  points  to  be  gained  from  ii 
study  of  the  book,  and  the  entire  book  is 
worthy  of  careful  study  to  every  man  who  is 
or  is  about  to  l>e  engaged  in  the  bu^ines8. 

The  name  of  the  author  is  a  guaranty  that 
it  is  not  tilled  with  bubble  blowing,  but  is  in 
every  respect  one  of  Boyer's  best  books. 
Price  .50  cts.  )>ostp:iid.  For  sale  by  the  author 
or  at  Uih  offl  e.—  Turf,  Farm  and  Some. 


The  >Ii«l-Continental  Show. 

The  Mid-Continental  Poultry  and  Pet  Stc 
AssiH-iation  announce  that  they  will  he 
another  show  December  2o — 30,  ISO",  and  i 
not  intend  playing  second  fiddle  to  any  om 
Tbey  have  come  to  the  front,  and  this  yea. 
are  going  to  make  a  success  by  giving  a 
imtHinal  exhibition.  Cieographically  they 
are  rightly  located  for  it.  Their  prestige  and 
name  warrants  much.  So  far  the  association 
hi»s  paid  all  of  the  premiums,  and  have  given 
a  strictly  first  class  show.  The  exhibition 
coops  are  as  fine  as  are  found  in  any  city 
exhibition  iu  the  country,  and  the  citizens  of 
Kansas  City  feel  a  personal  and  business  inter- 
est in  the  show.  This  poultry  exhibition 
should  be  recognizeil  by  all  the  prominent 
breeders  in  the  land,  for  a  prize  won  at  the 
Mid-Continental  is  worth  having.  Tliey  want 
the  best  birds  from  all  parts  of  the  country  to 
compete,  so  that  they  will  bnve  both  a  national 
and  local  reputation.  Quite  a  number  of 
prominent  eastern  breeders  have  already 
as>ured  the  management  that  they  will  be  with 
them  this  a  ear.  They  are  catering  to  the 
st>e<.ial  bn  eders,  and  will  olTer  large  special 
prizes  for  the  special  classes.  The  judges  have 
nlready  been  selected,  and  great  preparations 
are  now  being  made  for  a  rousing  show. 


Motherhood. 


Mow  to  Kasily  Clean  the  Yards. 
We  wish  to  let  our  readers  know  how  we 
clean  the  poultry  vards  in  a  few  minutes,  and 
at  the  same  time  turn  all  the  droppings  under. 
We  take  a  wheel  hoe  and  simply  walk  over  the 
yard,  giving  the  hoe  a  push  iu  front  of  us. 
We  can  almost  instantly  change  it  to  a  hand 
plow  or  to  a  rake.  The  droppings  are  thus 
plowed  under,  and  if  the  yard  is  to  be  seeded 
to  a  crop  we  can  change  it  to  a  seed  drill. 
Such  a  combination  is  a  wonder,  and  the  work 
is  done  so  quickly  too.  An  ordinary  poultry 
yard,  say  .tO  x  UK)  feet,  can  be  gone  over 
almost  before  breakfast  iu  the  morning.  We 
use  one  that  is  light,  with  wheels  like  a  bicycle 
and  which  a  boy  can  lift  on  his  shoulder. 
Everybody  knows  the  bard  work  of  spading 
up  a  poultry  yard.  With  this  implement  it 
is  but  a  short  play.  It  can  also  be  used  for 
garden  crops.  There  may  be  several  kinds, 
but  we  prefer  the  wheel  hoe  made  by  the 
Bateman  Manufacturing  Company,  Box  29, 
Grenlock,  X.  J.,  and  will  not  attempt  to 
describe  it,  as  they  will  send  their  circular 
free  to  anyone  who  will  drop  them  a  postal 
card.  The  cost  is  but  a  small  sum,  and  it  will 
last  for  years.  It  will  hoe,  rake,  plow,  culti- 
vate or  sow  sccil,  and  you  can  get  the  plow  or 
hoes  separate  from  the  other  combinations  if 
you  so  desire.  But  just  send  for  that  circular. 
It  will  cost  you  nothing  to  read  about  it.  We 
would  nottal  SIOO  for  ours  if  we  could  not 
get  another  like  it. 


A  Great  Convenience  for  Travelers. 

Pullman's  Palace  Car  Company  have  added 
the  American  Newspaper  Annual  to  the 
libraries  on  the  "Pennsylvania  Limited," 
"Colonial  Express"  and  other  trains  of  that 
class.  The  Wagner  Palace  Car  Company  have 
made  similar  provision  for  their  passengers. 
This  work  is  also  in  the  libraries  of  nearly  all 
the  Ocean,  Coast,  Souud,  Lake  and  River 
Steamers. 

The  American  Newspaper  Annual  is  an 
encyclopedia  of  newspapers  and  periodicals 
published  in  the  United  States,  Territories  and 
Dominion  of  Canada,  and  of  gazetteer  facts  of 
the  places  in  which  they  are  published.  These 
gazetteer  facts  embrace  population,  political 
complexion,  transportation  and  banking 
facilities,  leading  products  and  industries, and 
other  information  which  is  of  especial  interest 
when  traveling  throuirh  these  places. 

The  work  is  published  by  N.  AV.  Aver  & 
Son,  the  well  known  Newspaper  Advertising 
Agents  of  Philadelphia,  and  has  long  been 
recognized  ;ts  the  authority  on  all  matters  of 
this  kind. 

We  feel  confident  that  no  more  useful  vol- 
ume can  be  found  in  the  libraries  of  these  cars 
and  steamers,  and  none  to  which  reference 
will  oftener  be  made.  The  newspapers  of  the 
country  and  the  traveling  public  generally 
will,  we  are  sure,  be  greatly  benefited  and 
gratified  by  this  provision  for  their  conven- 
ience. 


EGGS!  EGGS!! 


We  guarantee  double 
the  yield  when  hens 
are  fed  green  cut  bone 
prepared  on  oar  new 

Only  cotter  awarded   -z^^  premium  at 
World's  Fair.  Cuts  easier,  faster,  finer 
than  others.   Satisfaction  guaranteed 
or  money  refunded.   Send  for  our 
FRKE  circular  and  prices.  Address 

WEBSTER  &  HANNUM, 
CAZENOVIA,  NEW  YORK. 


\  mother  who  is  in  pood  physical  condition  transmits 

horchildroR  the  blessing-s  of  a  prood  constitution. 

Jhc  child  fairly  drinks  in  health  from  its  mother's 
robust  constitution  before  birth,  and  from  a  healthy 
mother's  milk  after. 

Is  not  that  an  incentive  to  prepare  for  a  healthy 
maternity"? 

Po  you  know  the  meaning  of  what 
is  popularly  called  those  "long- 
ing's," or  craviiig-s,  which  beset  SO 
many  women  during  pregnancy? 

There  is  something  lacking  in  the 
mother's  blood.  Nature  cries  out 
and  will  be  satisfied  at  all  hazards. 

C)ne  woman  wants  sour  things, 
another  wants  sweets,  another 
wants  salt  things,  and  so  on. 

The  real  need  all  the  time  is  to 
enrich  the  blood  so  as  to  supply 
nourishment  for  another  life,  and 
to  build  up  the  entire  generative 
system,  so  that  the  birth  may  be 
possible  and  successful. 

If  expectant  mothers  would  fort- 
ify themselves  with  Lydia  E.  Pink- 
ham's  Vegetable  Compound,  w-hich 
for  t\venty  years  has  sustained 
thousands  of  women  in  this  condition,  there  would  be  fewer  disappointments 
at  birth,  and  they  would  not  experience  those  annoying  ''longings.'' 

In  the  following  letter  to  Jlrs.  Pinkham,  Mrs.  Whitney  demonstrates  the 
power  of  the  Compound  in  such  cases.  She  saj's: 

"  From  the  time  I  was  sixteen  j'ears  old  till  I  was  twenty-three,  I  was 
troubled  with  weakness  of  the  kidneys  and  terrible  pains  when  my  monthly 
periods  came  on.  I  made  up  my  mind  to  try  Lj  dia  E.  Pinkham's  Vegetable 
Compound  and  was  soon  relieved.  After  I  was  married,  the  doctor  said  I 
would  never  be  able  to  go  my  full  time  and  have  a  living  child,  as  I  was 
constitutionally  weak.  I  had  lost  a  baby  at  seven  months  and  a  half.  The 
next  time  1  commenced  at  once  and  continued  to  take  your  Compound  through 
the  period  of  pregnancy,  and  I  said  then,  if  I  went  my  full  time  and  the  baby 
lived  to  be  three  months  old,  I  should  send  a  letter  to  yon.  My  baby  is  now 
seven  months  old  and  is  as  healthj-  and  hearty  as  one  could  wish. 

"  I  am  so  thankful  that  I  used  j-our  medicine,  for  it  gave  me  the  robust 
health  to  transmit  to  my  child.  I  cannot  express  my  gratitude  to  you;  I 
never  expected  such  a  blessing.  Praise  God  for  Lydia  E.  Pinkham's  Vegetable 
Compound,  and  may  others  who  are  suffering  do  as  I  did  and  find  relief,  and 
may  many  homes  be  brightened  as  mine  has  been." — Mr.s.  L.  Z.  Vi'uitxky,  5 
George  St.,  E.  Somerville,  Mass. 

mm  CBS  FOR  HEN  FEED. 

Tliis  is  the  best  foDd  you  can  use  lo  raise  springers  oii.  Highly  recommeuded  by  leading  breeders.  Low 
I»rir(_'.    Wf  solicit  sample  orders.  "  • 

UNITED  STATES  BAKING  CO.,    465  Wledford  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

  IVIi-i,!,,,!,,-  l-.'.i.  (  ll.ll  l.  -l.i"  II.   


The  New  PREniEF< 


THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST 

GREEN  BONE  CUTTER. 

Self  Cleaning,  Rapid  Cut  and  Easy  Enough 
for  a  Child  to  Use 

P.  A.  WEBSTER,  Cazcnovia,  N.  Y. 


180  FIRST  PREMIUMS. 

Used  by  the  largest  breeders  in  tiie  world. 

Used  .111(1  cmiorseii  bv  both  editors  of  tins  paper.  A\'rile  us  lor 
catalogue  giving  full  iuforiuatiuu. 

PFaiFie  State  liicyljator  Co., 


HOMER  CITY,  PA. 


LONG  VIEW  POULTRY  YARDS. 

Hreeih-rs  of 

BARRED  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS,  Single  Comb  WHITE  LEGHORNS,  and  WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

In  ail  their  pureness.  Our  stoci,  are  the  prize  winners  of  the  country.  M'o  can  supply  eirgs  from  prize 
stock;  eggs  for  incubator,  from  cr«tsse<l  stock,  ami  fresh  eggs  for  lahle  use. 

C'ELEKY  FEU  KKOILERS,  OUR  SPECIALTY. 
Address  orders  and  all  correspondence  to  LONG  VIEW  POULTRY  Y.ARDS, 

Office.  017  F  Streel.  Washington,  D.  C.  (iiio.  (i.  HAlil.KY,  Mgr.  H yattsville.  Hid. 

Prairie  State  Incubators 

47  to  54  N.  Market  St..    Bostop,  Mass. 

Jos.  Bregk  &  Sons 


They  are  New  Ensland  Sfllin?  agents,  sbnw  a  full  )ine 
of  tbe  rrairie^tatr  INCITKATOHS  aii.l  KKOOO- 
KKS,  and  will  mail  caialu^m.-  Jb'K-EE  aud  quole 
factory  prices. 
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Fowl  Hits. 


Remarkable  Mental  Impression. 

"  Well,  sii-,  in  the  spriug  of  '54,"  said  the 
sheriff,  "  we  had  an  old  hen,  and  she  wanted 
to  set  bad.  She  was  just  spoiling  to  set. 
She'd  get  up  nights  and  go  spooking  around 
to  find  a  place  with  eggs  in  it.  She  got  down 
in  the  cellar,  and  settled  herself  on  a  peck 
measure  of  turnips,  and  commenced  hatching 
them  out.  We  drove  her  away.  One  day  T 
found  her  out  in  the  garden,  huddled  down 
in  peace.  She  was  engaged  in  warming  up  ii 
china  door-knob  to  see  what  she  could  get  out 
of  It.  I  felt  sorry  for  the  hen,  and  let  her  set. 
A  day  or  so  afterward  I  found  a  snapping 
turtle's  nest  in  the  sand  along  the  river. 
There  were  twelve  eggs  in  it.  I  took  them 
home,  and  put  them  under  the  old  hen.  I 
thought  I'd  have  some  fun  anyhow.  Well, 
sir,  she  hatched  those  eggs  out,  and  I  want  to 
tell  you  that  that  experiment  satisfied  me  that 
whatever  a  hen  hutches  is  a  part  of  her  or  the 
family  she  belongs  to.  Maybe  you  won't 
believe  it,  but  those  little  turtles  had  feathers 
on  their  legs." 

"How  old  was  the  hen?"  asked  the  ex- 
poundmaster,  as  the  sheriff  paused. 

"  They  bad  feathers  on  their  legs,"  continued 
the  sheriff,  without  noticing  the  inquiry,  "  and 
they  had  little  spurs.  The  old  hen  was  a  little 
surprised  at  first,  when  she  discovered  what 
a  brood  she  had,  but  she  got  along  with  them 
first-rate,  until  they  were  three  or  four  weeks 
old,  and  then  she  found  them  hard  to  manage. 
There  wasn't  enough  chicken  in  the  turtles  to 
make  them  feel  at  home  iu  the  poultry  yard, 
and  one  by  one  they  disappeared  until  they 
were  all  gone.  They  had  found  their  way  to 
the  river,  and  I  never  exjiectcd  to  see  any  of 
them  again.  The  next  summer  I  was  fishing 
up  in  the  eddy,  and  pretty  soon  I  saw  a  pretty 
good  sized  snapping  turtle  swim  in  to  shore 
and  crawl  up  on  the  sand.  He  wasn't  more 
than  ten  feet  from  me,  but  he  either  didn't  see 
me  or  else  didn't  mind  me.  He  walked 
around  a  minute,  and  then  began  to  scratch 
in  the  sand.  I  thought  that  was  funny,  and 
couldn't  uudei-stand  it.  His  next  move  made 
everything  clear  to  me.  He  raised  up  on  his 
hind  legs,  flapped  his  flippers  against  his  sides, 
stretched  out  his  neck,  and  you  can  fire  me 
through  that  wall  if  he  didn't  crow  !  He  was 
one  of  the  turtles  that  my  old  hen  had  hatched 
out,  and  his  chicken  nature  had  developed. 
I  tried  to  catch  him,  but  he  was  just  as  good 
a  turtle  as  he  was  a  chicken,  and  he  got  away 
into  the  water.  I  never  saw  any  more  of  him, 
but  if  ]ie  has  any  descendants  I  may  get  one 
of  them  yet,  and  if  I  do  I'll  bring  it  down  and 
show  it  to  you." —  New  York  iSun. 


ARMSTRONS  &  McKELVT 

I'itlsbuib'b. 
BEyMER-BAtJMAN 


The  Kansas  Hen. 
We  hii\e  read  of  Maud  on  a  summer  day, 
who  raked,  barefooted,  the  new  mown  hay; 
we  have  read  of  the  maid  iu  the  early  morn, 
who  milked  the  cow  with  the  crumpled  horn; 
and  we've  read  the  lays  that  the  poets  sing,  of 
the  rustling  corn  and  the  flowers  of  spring; 
but  of  all  the  lays  of  tongue  or  pen,  there's 
naught  like  the  lay  of  the  Kansas  hen.  Long, 
long  before  Maud  rakes  her  hay,  the  Kansas 
heu  has  begun  to  lay,  and  ere  the  milkmaid 
stirs  a  peg,  the  ben  is  up  and  has  dropped  her 
egg;  the  corn  must  rustle  and  flowers  spring 
if  they  hold  their  own  with  the  barn-yard  ring. 
If  Maud  is  needing  a  hat  and  gown,  she  doesn't 
hustle  her  hay  to  town,  but  goes  to  a  store  and 
oljtains  her  suit  with  a  basketful  of  her  fresh 
hen  fruit;  if  the  milkmaid's  beau  makes  a 
Sunday  call,  she  doesn't  feed  him'ou  milk  at  all, 
but  works  up  eggs  in  a  custard  pie  and  stuffs 
him  full  of  a  chicken  fry;  and  when  the  old 
man  wants  a  horn,  does  he  take  the  druggist  a 
load  of  corn?  Not  much!  He  simply  robs  a 
nest,  and  to  town  he  goes — you  know  the  rest. 
He  hangs  around  with  the  chques  and  rings, 
and  talks  of  politics  and  things  while  his  poor 
wife  stays  at  home  and  scowls  but  is  saved 
from  want  by  hose  self-same  towis;  for  while 
her  husband  lingers  there,  she  watches  the 
cackling  hens  with  care,  and  gathers  eggs,  and 
eggs  she'll  hide  till  she  saves  enough  to  stem 
the  tide.  Then  hail,  all  hail  to  the  Kansas 
hen,  the  greatest  blessing  of  all  to  men  !  Throw 
up  your  hands  and  emit  a  howl  for  the  perse- 
vering barji-yard  fowl!  Coi'u  may  be  king, 
but  'tis  plainly  seen  that  the  Kausas  hen  is  the 
Kunsas  queen,  A.  A,  RowLKY, 


ANOHOK 


Pittsburgh. 

FAHNESTOCK 

Pittsburgh. 

>  Cincinnati. 
ECKSTEIN  i 

AILANTIO 

BRADLEY 

BROOKLYN 

JEWETT 

TJLSTER 

UNION 

SOUTHERN 

SHIPMAN 

COLLIER 

MISSOURI 

RED  SEAL 

SOUTHERN  J 

JOHN  T.  LEWIS  cS:  BROS  CO 

Philidclphia. 

MORLEY 

CleTcland. 

SALEM 

Salem,  Mass. 

CORNELL 

Buffalo. 

KENTUCKY 

LouisviUo. 


-  Chicago. 


RACTICAL  painters  every- 
where use  and  recommend 
Pure  White  Lead  (see  list  ot 
brands  which  are  genuine)  and 
Pure  Linseed  Oil  because  they 
make  not  only  the  cheapest  but 
by  far  the  best  paint.  In  fact 
you  cannot  afford  to  use  any- 
thing else. 

FOdU  By  using  National  Lead  Co.'s  Pur&  White  Lead  Tinting  Col- 
SCi^ii  ^'^^  desired  shade  is  readily  obtained.    Pamphlet  giving 

•\a^a^  valuable  information  and  card  showing  samples  of  colors  free  ; 
also  cards  showing  pictures  of  twelve  houses  of  different  designs  painted  in 
various  styles  or  combinations  of  shades  forwarded  upon  application  to  those 
intciding  to  paint. 


FRESH  CUT  BONE 


National  Lead  Co.,  i  Bj'oadway,  New  York. 


LEGHORNS 


AmeMca's  Business  H^n. 

A.cIvDowlfdgfd  everywhere  tlie  world's  frreatost  laying:  strain  of  Single  Coaib  \A^hite  Tjegliorns.  and  also 
unsurpassed  fur  style,  bcaury,  and  general  true  cliaraeteristics  o£  ilie  breed.  The  largest  plant  in  America 
devoted  exclusively  to  this  hreed.  T  am  now  olfering  eggs  from  the  choicest  matings,  selcclen  \^  i(h  gi'eat  care 
from  "ver  200U  of  mv  best  bred  birds,  and  at  prices  that"  are  very  low,  quality  of  stock  c<'nsid<'red. "  P^ggs  for 
hatching,  S2  per  15;  S3.75  per  oO;  S5  per  45;  SIO  per  1(X).  Lar^e  illustrated  and  descriptive  cirrnlar  free. 
 C.  "H.  WYCKOFF,  Tompkins  Co.,  Groton.  N.  Y, 


25  Gal.,  $13.00;  50  Gal.,  $19,00. 
Yours  for  $S  .00  down  and  $2.00  a  month. 
Less  than  7  cents  a  day. 


Some  of  the  highest  autliorities  in  this  countiy  have  made  the  above  statement  and  proved  it 
by  experiments.  The  stock  raiser  cannot  afford  to  feed  raw  food.  Hogs,  Cattle,  and  Poultry 
Will  fatten  quicker  and  less  food  -^^  ill  be  consumed  if  fed  witli  cooked  food.  You  can  save  the  cost 
of  a  feed  cooker  before  it  is  paid  for  if  you  buy  on  oiu'  easy  payment  plan. 

X  Judd's  Bridge,  Conn.  ^ 

\  Granite  State  Evaporator  Co.  \ 
*  Gentlemen:— The  50-gal.  Cook-  i 
i  or  I  ordered  from  vou  was  received  | 
I  Dec.  3d,  O.K.  I  used  it  on  the  4th  \ 
k  for  scalding  hogs,  and  scalded  one  | 
\  weighing523lbs.,and  had  plenty  of  J 
1  water.  I  should  recommend  the  I 
!  50-gallon  size  for  farmers*  use.  ! 
I  I  can  heat  50  gallons  of  * 
!  water  in  30  minutes  from  | 
J  tlse  time  I  start  tlie  fire  in  ? 
I  the  furnace;  it  is  the  best  boil-  f 
J  or  1  have  ever  seen  for  heating  * 
I  water  or  cooking  feed  for  hogs  and  \ 
\  poultry.  Yours  very  truly,  f 
I      CHARLES  H.  HARTWELL.  • 


lias  been  sold  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  has 
^ivcn  entire  satisfaction  wherever  used.  It  is  made  from 
the  best  iron  and  steel  that  money  can  buy,  and  is  guaran- 
teed Just  as  represented  in  the  above  illustration  of  money 
■will  Ije  refunded.  It  requires  less  fuel  than  any  other  and 
lias  a  larger  heating  capacity. 


r  upon  ieceipt  ©f 


■we  will  ship  at  once  either  a  25  or  60  sallon  cooker,  provided  you  will  furnish  us  with  the  names  of 
two  town  officers  for  reference,  and  will  send  us  the  rest  (  2,  for  25  gallon  and  $18  for  50  gallon),  in 
payments  ot  $2  per  month.  Order  to-day  as  theoffer  is  limited  to  1,000  orders.  This  advertisement 
will  appear  in  papers  reaching  nearly  1,000,000  people.  We  refer  you  to  the  publishers  and  to  any 
bank.  Save  money.   Buy  now. 


EANITE  STATE  EVAPORATOR  CO., 

504      Temple  Coiirt,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Also  Beet  Scraps,  O.  K.  Animal  Food,  Oyster  Shells, 
Fisli  Meal,  Granulated  lJune,  steaujcd  Meat,  Grit, 
etc.  Address, 

BARTLETT  &  HOLMES, 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Worcester,  Mass. 


C.  A.  BARTLETT, 

Send  for  catalogue. 


'We  Tvfsli  to  testify  to  ttko\ 
gfoocl  qaalltlea  ot  tie 

iSoccessfyl  IneoliatorJ 

*•  W©  wereliaf  oliefi  by 
it,  &ii<I  Jixiow  wli&r&of  wej 

"We  did'nt  die  in  the  shell  for  lack  [ 
of  moisture,  because  this  machine  gone- 
rates  its  own  moisture."  Otiier  new  feat-  [ 
ures  fully  explained  iu  catalosue.  Seat  1 
for  6  cents  in  stamps.  [ 

DES  MOINES  INCUBATOR  CO.  ' 

Boxl4»      DK3  MOINES,  lA. 


EGGS  REDUCED  ONE  THIRD. 

To  SI  per  13;  S3  per  50;  $5  per  100. 

From  cnir  prize  winners  at  Haraburfr  and  Rochester. 

WHITP  WYANBOTTES. 
Vini !  C  LEGHORNS. 

LIGHT  BRAHMAS. 

MAMMOTH  PEKIN  DUCKS. 

1890  model  V.  S.  Incubator,  new,  300-eg^r  size,  $35. 
Ajjents  Prairie  Slate  Incubators,  Lee's  Lice  Killer, 
and  poultry  supplies  iu  seueral.   Circular  free. 

NIAGARA  FARM, 

R.  Curtiss  A-  Co.,  Frops.     Ransomville,  N.  Y. 


Perfect 

Poultry 

Pictures. 


The  Pictures  ot  Typical  Poultry  in  pairs, 

which  lire  appearing  in  Farm-Poultky,  are 
pronounced  by  competent  judges  to  be  the 
best  ever  printed.  They  are  drawn  l)y  the 
renowned  animtd  arti'st,  Fkanklane  L. 
Sewell.  We  have  had  several  requests  ioc 
these  pictures  printed  on  heavy  paper  suitable 
for  a  port-folio  or  for  framing.  Therefore  we 
have  had  prints  of  them  made  on  heavy  coated 
paper,  size  0^  x  12^,  Artist's  Proofs.  Each 
will  contain  only  one  breed,  picture  and 
description.  The  e.vpense  for  all,  if  gradually 
secured  by  our  readers,  will  never  be  felt,  anil 
ihey  will  have  the  most  perfect  collection 
of  poultry  pictures  yet  produced. 


WE  HAVE  NOW  FOR  SALE 

Barred  Plymouth  Roclis.  Pair. 

White  Wyandottes.  « 

Partridge  Cochins.  " 

Brown  Ijeghorns  (S.  C.)  " 

LIglit  Brahnias.  " 

White  Faced  Black  Spanish.  " 

White  Plymouth  Rocks.  " 

Silver  Wyandottes.  « 

Pekin  Ducks.  «« 

Black  Minorcas.  " 

Buff'Cochins.  « 

S.  C.  White  Leghorns.  " 

Bronze  Turkeys.  « 

Buff  Plymouth  Rocks.  " 

Price  for  each  breed,  packed  in  a  strona; 
mailing  tube,  and  postpaid  to  any  address,  15 
cents;  or  any  three,  if  ordered  at  one  time,  30 
cents  in  two  cent  stamps. 

To  Any  Old  Subscriber  who  renews  and 
sends  us  one  new  subscription  to  Fakm- 
POULTRY  with  cash  »2  for  both,  we  will  send 
three  of  the  pictures  postpaid  free  of  charge 
for  their  trouble. 

Send  all  orders  to 

FARM-POULTRY, 

§2  Custom  House  St„  Boston,  Mass, 


